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HISTORY 

OF 

THE INSTITUTION 

The present year marks an epoch in the history 
of sermons preached before the University of 
Oxford, for two very important changes have been 
sanctioned by Convocation. The first of these is 
the abolition of the Sunday afternoon sermons, 
which had for a long time been so thinly attended 
that their continuance served Uttle purpose. The 
second, and to some extent consequential, change 
is the abolition of the practice of summonif^ all 
graduates in their order of seniority to preach 
before the University, a practice earlier than the 
Laudian Statutes of the year 1636, but obviously 
not earlier than the time when the system of 
keeping absentees on the collq;e books began, 
that is, according to Dr. Rashdallt about the six- 
teenth century. Masters of Arts are mentioned in 
the statute of 1586 referred to later, but this may 
have affected only residents. 
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Vlll HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTION 

In view of these changes it may not be unfitting 
to recall in this preface some points in connexion 
with the histoiy and ceremonies of an institution 
as old as the University itself, especially as the 
subject seems nowhere to have been dealt with as 
a whole \ 

One of the earliest references to the University 
of Oxford involves an allusion to sermons preached 
to the students as such. This takes us back to 
the latter half of the twelfth century, when the 
reference of one Robert, Prior of St. Frideswyde's at 
Oxford, to his preaching before ' Clerks of different 
parts of England,' * establishes the existence of 
a body of scholars large enough to demand 
University sermons, and coming from distant 
regions V 

In the same century Sermanes in Sckolis appear 
among writii^ mentioned in connexion with the 
University of Paris. In the fourteenth century it 
was part of the regular life of that University that 
on every Sunday and festival there should be 

' Several points are of conne obscnre in the history of this insti- 
tntioD, as of others with a long history, and this prefitce cannot daim 
to exhaust the snljeet* Mndi h^ has been reoeiTed in collecting 
the £Kts here recorded from a number of friends, indnding the 
R^ns Pn^fesior of Divinity, Mr. F. Madan, Rev. R. S. Wilson, 
Rev. G. H. Gwilliam, and others^ bnt the sole responsibility for 
accuracy must rest with the writer. The antliorities quoted in the 
text or notes indicate the written sources which have been utilised. 

' Rashdall, Unwtrsitus of Emrope^ iL 344. 
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a sermon in the morning and a coUatio or con* 
ference in the afternoon^. At these sermons 
statutes were promulgated, and other University 
notices, even on secular and triflii^ subjects, were 
published, so that they were evidently well attended 
and offered the best means of making known any 
matter of general interest. About the same date 
(1303) we get the earliest reference to University 
sermons at Cambridge ^ 

Although we meet with allusions like these to 
the/o^/ of sermons being preached, and find, as we 
shall see, early regulations as to their length, and 
provisions for securing their orthodoxy, none of 
the earliest have survived. There is, indeed, in 
Lambeth Library a manuscript (No. 458) con- 
taining sermons delivered in Oxford probably not 
later than the middle of the twelfth century, by 
Cardinal PuUen, ' the first master known to have 
taught in the schools — ^not yet the University — of 
Oxford V These sermons were ' evidently delivered 
to scholars,' but cannot claim to have been preached 
before the University. The earliest sermon which 
has survived, and which is known to have been 
preached at St. Mary's, is by one Magister Herdeby 
in Ecclesia Virgmis. He was an Augustinian Friar 

^ RaahdAll, Umoersitus rfEuropi^ L 40a. 

' See Mullinger, Unioersiiy of CambH4g*t P* ^99 n- 

' Robert Pnllen, in DicHanaty {^National Buigraphy, 
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of the time of Edward III, but, from the account 
given of the sermon by Ffoulkes, it hardly merits 
the accidental distinction it has obtained^. 

.Perhaps the first definite connexion of St. Mary's 
witii the religious side of University life is the 
grant of a chapelry there to the University made 
by Edward I on January 30, 1^75. Some years 
later, in 1311, we find the University prescribing 
that St. Mary's was to be the place, and the only 
place, at which the ' examinatory ' sermons for the 
theolc^cal degree were to be preached. This 
marks a phase in the dispute between the University 
and the Friars who had hitherto preached these 
sermons in their own churches ^ 

The reference just made to ' examinatory ' 
Sermons as part of the exercises necessary for 
a theological degree illustrates one aspect of the 
University sermon in pre-Reformation times. We 
find in the official books of the Chancellor and 
Proctors, edited in the two volumes of Muni- 
menia Academica in the Rolls Series, a rq^ulation ' 
as to the preservation in the 'common library of 
the University,' of copies of sermons preached by 
Doctors of Divinity on certain days, and of these 

^ £. S. Ffonlket, in his Histony cf St, Marys, dup. iii, mentions 
this sermon as extmnt in BodL MS. Digby cxli. 

' Some documents referring to this controversy will be foond in 
CoUictanea^ toL ii. (Oz£ Hist Soc.). 

* Mun, Acad, i. 307-S. 
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examinatory sermons. This r^[ulation is dated 
1432, and is made ' for the benefit of students in 
iheology^ and others wishing to preach, who must 
be at least graduates.' A few years later, in 1458^, 
an expenditure from the chest with five keys is 
authorized for msJctng ' a new regista: in which all 
examinatory sermons are to be inscribed.' 

Besides these properly examinatory sermons, it 
was also necessary for a candidate for the d^^ree 
of D.D. to preach one sermon in Latin at St Mary^s. 
R^^lations in regard to these are found in the 
authority just quoted. Thus ^ within a year of his 
being admitted to read ' the sentences ' the candi- 
date is bound to preach ' one sermon which is not 
examinatory, in the church of St Mary in person 
or by deputy, it being understood however that 
a sermon so preached by deputy does not excuse.' 
Probably the reference ^ a page or two earlier to 
a ' general sermon,' to be [M-eached in St Mary's, 
is to the examinatory sermon. In the Laudian 
Statutes it was required that the candidate should 
preach himself, and not by deputy. We find also 
other allusions to these sermons; thus, in 1437, 
one Master J. Gierke supplicates that he may not 
be bound to his ' necessary r^ency ' [L e. the 
obligation to reside and lecture for two years] on 
incepting in theology ; and the permission is granted 

> Mhh, Acad. U. 751. ' IU<L ii. 395. • lUd. ii 39a. 
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on condition of his preaching three times in Latin 
in tile year of his inception K We also sometimes 
find requests to be allowed to substitute a sermon 
in English at St Peter's in the East for one in 
Latin at St Mary's ^ 

But both the classes of sermons which have 
been noticed correspond rather to theses for theo« 
logical degrees than to the modem University 
sermon. Their interest was academic rather than 
religious. What the origin of public sermons, other 
than those mentioned, may have been it is not easy 
to say. It has been asserted, on the ground of the 
necessary presence of the Vice-Chancellor and 
Proctors, that the sermon was really a Convocation 
of the University. It has also been suggested that 
the University first went to hear great preachers, 
and afterwards took to appointing them. The 
procession of doctors may at first sight seem to 
support the first view, but it may also be explained 
as intended to honour the invited preacher. It 
would seem that the idea of preaching before the 
University as a distinction and a privilege does 
not go back beyond the appointment of 'select 
preachers/ all the early references insisting on it 
rather as a duty \ Thus an undated r^^ulation of 

^ Anttey, EpUtoUii AcatUmiau^ p. 150. 

* Rashdall, UMnnrsiiies afEurqte, ii. 453 n. 

' The idea that giadiiatei in Holy Orden ought to be lespooiible 
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some length^ prescribes that there shall be a 
sermon preached by a Bachelor or Doctor of 
Divinity before noon every Sunday, with some 
few exceptions, during full Term, 'from the festival 
of St Dionysius to that of the translation of 
St Thomas of Canterbury,' i.e. from October 9 
to July 7, and that two cottatores appointed 
annually by the Proctors shall, with the Chan- 
cellor, arrange the sermons for the year. If the 
person appointed is unable to preach he may 
appoint a deputy if he can find one ; if not there 
shall be no sermon. If the inability to preach is 
due to not having received the proper notice of two 
months, then those responsible for giving notice 
have to supply the preacher's place. Another 
r^[ulation^ also undated, la}^ down very nearly 
the same rules, but allows the sermon to be 
preached elsewhere than at St. Mary^s, and fixes 
the notice at forty da3^. The ' coUatota ' were to 
be chosen one from the northern scholars, one from 
the southern, and the penalty for failing to fulfil 
the statute was either a fine or deprivation for 
a year of all University privil^[es. 

Besides the Sunday sermons which, it will be 



for preachiDg before the Univenitjr is seen in the leqnirement of 
Noirember 19, 181 2, that Poctors and Masten in Holy Orders were 
to pay ax. 6d, a quarter towards ^ payment of select preachers. 
^ Man, Acad* L 289-91 • ' Ibid. ii. aS)6« 
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noticed, went on during the whole year, except 
in the Long Vacations, there were other public 
sermons in Latin. These were held on the first 
day of each Term, and also on the Tuesday after 
the 'Act ' or conferring of degrees, the last day of 
the academical year. There was also a Latin 
sermon on Ash Wednesday, connected especially 
with the * determinant bachelors' as they were 
called ^. The first of these goes on still, but under 
somewhat changed conditions, for since 1888 the 
celebration of the Holy Communion has been 
separated and transferred to 8.30 a.m., the Latin 
Litany and sermon being kept at 10.30 a.m. If 
this service which inaugurates the Term were in 
English, and a sermon appropriate to the occasion 
were preached, it might be more of a reality and 
better attended. The sermon on the day after 
the Act has also ceased*. The sermon on Ash 
Wednesday was abolished by decree of Convoca- 
tion on December 14, 1855, and RashdalP sdys 

^ The terai is explmincd bj Dr. RashdaU (loc dt L 444 ff.). 'To 
"detennine** meuit to t*«<"**«" a thetli against an opponent. On 
these occasions the "determiner" was a student entering upon the 
Bachelor-stage of his career. . . . Determination thus played tlie 
same part in the admission to this new degree (Le. tlie Bacca- 
laureate) that Inception played at the final stage of his career. . • . 
Determination was a great day in the stndent*s Uniyersity lifie.' 

* This teimon, by decree of June as, 1808, was changed to Wed- 
nesday in Commemoration week. Is this the Raddiffe sermon which 
ceased (according to Cox) in 1863 ? 

' locdt L444. 
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^the last relic of determination was abolished in 
1^55/ t>ut according to Cox, Reminiscences of 
Oxford^ the ceremony ceased in 1823. All these 
sermons were preached at St. Mary'a 

But there were also other sermons technically 
preached before the University, but actually de- 
livered in some college. These would seem to 
have originated in some requirement of college 
statutes, or some deed of gift from a benefactor, 
which stipulated for a sermon before the University 
as a necessary condition^. At St. Peter's in the 
East also, during Lent, there were sermons before 
the University, and this is mentioned in the Laudian 
Statutes as an ancient custom. At St. Peter's also, 
at the afternoon sermons in Lent, provision was 
made in the statutes for giving a special preaching 
turn to ^ those who by the statutes of their collies 
are bound to deliver some one of those sermons in 
person.' The sermons at St. Peter's in the East 
have long been transferred to St Mary's'; and 
a few years ago those preached at Merton on 

' This seems to be established by the opeDing words of the sectioQ 
(Tit xvL % 5) which deals with these sennons : ' Since the statutes 
of certain Colleges and agreements with Benefactois reqnlce that 
sennons should be delivered publicly in certain Colleges before the 
Univernty, it is determined,' Ace. 

* A decree of ConTOcation of December 10, 1827, transfers the 
sermons in Lent to St. Mary'i, and that on St. Peter's day, preached 
by a member of University College, to the regular list of preachers 
at St Mary's, i. e. the graduates preaching in tun. 
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SS. Philip and James, and the first Sunday in 
August, were dropped But those connected with 
Christ Church, New Collie, and Magdalen still 
continue. The only other place outside St. Mary's 
where sermons before the University can statutably 
be preached is the Cathedral. Here the Dean and 
Canons, when preaching in their turn as Canons 
but not as Theological Professors, may statutably 
claim to preach on Sundays, but it is many years 
since the right was exercised. 

Our main concern so far has been with the 
University sermon in pre-Reformation times, and 
there are a few more points of interest to be 
noticed before we come to its later history. 

The first of these is the control exercised by the 
authorities over the views expressed in University 
sermons. As early as 13 14 we find^ a record of 
the condemnation of certain articles as heretical. 
Some years later, in 1358, a certain Friar John had 
to read a public recantation after a University 
sermon at St Mary's'; and in the same year 
another, for preaching against the Sophists, had 
to retract in another sermon K In the next century, 
when WyclifTe's doctrines bq^an to prevail, we find 
that the authorities, believing that prevention was 
better than cure, examined the sermons before 

^ Mm. Acad, L xoo-x. ' Ibid. i. 9o8. 

' loe.ch.L an. 
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they were preached \ and graduates ' had to swear, 
on admission to their degree, not to teach or main- 
tain the Lollard heresies condemned in London in 
141 1. In the later centuries, especially the seven** 
teenth, we get many instances of the ' delation * of 
preachers for unorthodox or unpalatable views; 
and a special clause in the Laudian Statutes, which 
has practically remained unchanged up to the 
present day, provides the machinery for dealing 
with such cases. Some of these will be mentioned 
later. 
y In regard to the attendance at sermons we find 

in the Statuta Aularia^ or regulations for students 
living in halls, which date from the fifteenth century, 
a requirement that all the students shall attend 
University sermons ^ 

One other practice familiar to frequenters of 
University sermons goes back to a very early date, 
and may be here mentioned, and that is the com- 
memoration of benefactors before the sermons. 
On ordinary occasions, at the present day, the 
preacher mentions by name only those who belong 
to the college or collies with which he is himself 
connected ; at the Bampton Lectures the name of 
* John Bampton, Canon of Salisbury, the founder 

^ Cains, AnHquUUs tfCambridgi^ pp. 970-1, quoted by Heame, 
Sept ao» 1739. 
* Mun. Acad. L 269. ' RashdaU, loc. dt ii. 625. 

b 



XViii HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTION 

of this lecture/ is added ; but the full list is read 
only at the Latin sermon at the beginning of 
Term, the Assize sermons, and the sermon on the 
morning of the Sunday before the Encaenia. As 
early as t%66 ^ we find a reference to annual masses 
for benefactors, and also to a priest going round to 
the different schools, and mentioning the bene- 
factors for whom the scholars were to pray. 
Certain processions of the University were also 
connected with this commemoration, and an un- 
dated statute' prescribes that each Term there 
shall be a mass and solemn procession for bene- 
factors. The earliest reference to the commemora- 
tion of benefactors in connexion with sermons 
would seem to be that associated with Duke 
Humphrey of Gloucester, whose gift of books laid 
the foundation of the Bodleian Library, and whose 
name still heads the list of public benefactors of 
the University. We find, in 1439, an injunction 
to pray for Duke Humphrey by name at all 
sermons ^ and in 1446 a letter to Duke Humphrey 
telling him of this. Two years later, in 1448 \ we 
find an enthusiastic reference in the Chancellor's 
book to a gift of 500 marks from the executors 

* Mm, Acad, i 33. * loc. dt iL 448. 

' Anstej, Epistehu Acad$m£cas, i. 190 'la gingnlis coUationibiis 
et soiDonibai eumlnatoriif, excatatoriis, len aliia qmbusciiiiqiie in 
ecdetia Beate Kftrie Viiginis Ozonie.* 

* Mtm. AauL L 333 ff. 
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> I III  

of Cardinal Beaufort for the completion of new 
schook. The gift is recognized in various ways, 
including mention by name, by the Chaplain of 
the University, in the customary prayers offered 
every year in every school for benefactors, and 
it is also promised that before every sermon the 
preacher shall mention the Cardinal by name* It 
is a curious fact, the explanation of which would 
be interesting, that, in spite of the statement that 
this undertaking shall be an ordinance for ever, 
the name of Cardinal Beaufort dropped before the 
Laudian Statutes out of the list of benefactors. 
A few years later \ in 1478, a similar order as to 
the method of commemoration b made in xegaLsd 
to J. Kempe and T. Kempe, who follow Duke 
Humphrey on the present list of benefactors, and 
the curious provision is made that the order for 
commemoration shall not be carried out ' till the 
sum of a thousand marks for the building of new 
schools for the study of theology shall have been 
paid over in full to the University.' In the case of 
another benefactress. Dame Joan Danvers, in 1457, 
her commemoration by name before the University 
sermons is not mentioned ^ though she is to 'share 
in all the honours which are paid for ever to the 
benefactors of our University,' and ' her name • is 
to be enrolled for ever among the names of our 

^ Mun, Acad, i. 351. * Ibid. L 343. 

ba 



XX HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTION 

benefactors.' From the bedel's books of Stokes 
and Buck, printed as appendices at the end of 
Peacock On the Statutes of the University of 
Cambridge^ we learn that similar commemora- 
tions of benefactors took place there, and various 
details in connexion with those commemorations 
are mentioned ^ 

The earliest regulatfens which were made after 
the Reformation in rq^ard to sermons are incident- 
ally collected by Dean Gaisford in a pamphlet 
dated May 17, 1847, which was written chiefly to 
uphold the privileges of the canons of Christ 
Church in regard to University sermons. The 
first statute which he mentions is one of 1549-50, 
prescribing that sermons shall be preached on 
alternate Sundays in Term time, and, as before, 
only by graduates in divinity, the order of preach- 
ing being determined by that of their theological 
disputations. This statute also gives us perhaps 
the earliest reference in the statutes to sermons in 
English before the University at St. Mary's, iot it 
prescribes that two of these sermons shall be in 
English— /^i/rii^ sermane^^^xA every third sermon 
in Latin. Reference has already been made to 



^ Many of the rafeienoes to bene&cton, and tho Uter 
Statutes, proTide for addition to the list of bencfiwton at oocadon 
may ariie, and wach additioni have been made at Ozfoid from time 
to time, e. g. in i8o6, 1816, i8ai, 1849, &c. 
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requests to preach in English at St Peter's in 
the East rather than in Latin at St. Mary's, and 
we find Henry VI writing in 1444* to the Chan- 
cdlor to urge that *the sermons in Latin which 
ever before this tyme save now of hite daies have 
be custumably kept in ye same Untversite/ but 
have now been 'gretly discontynued to the gret 
hurt and disworship of the same,' 'may herafter 
be continued and inviolably observed'.' Is the 
statute just referred to the first official recognition 
of any other language than I^tin in the Uni- 
versity? But in spite of this concession the 
sermons were not very successful, for Antony 
Wood says of a few years later that 'only two 
preached, yet not constantly, to the Academicians.' 
Successive statutes of the years 1564-5, 1586, 
1590, into the details of which we need not enter, 
make provision for additional sermons out of 
Term and on Saints' dajrs (1590), for which MJiJa 
of above four 3rears' standing are to be ap- 
pointed. They had previously (1586) been added 
to the graduates in theok^ to supply preachers 
for the morning sermons in Lent, and afternoon 
sermons throughout the year, which were to be 
preached either at St Mary's or in svggestu Aedis 

^ Mun, Acad, U. 541. 

' Rashdall (loc. dt. U. 637) giTei from the same oentniy in* 
ftaDoes of University legnlatioDs to prevent students from becoming 
vuliarisantes, i.e. persisting in the nse of their mother tongue. 
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ChrisH. This statute therefore practically intro- 
duces the one cycle of graduates preaching in 
order of seniority. The other cycle, consisting 
of heads of houses, the Dean and Canons of 
Christ Church, and theological professors, was 
introduced by the first statute mentioned, that of 
1564-5. They were to preach in the mornings 
only in Term, but in Lent 'as heretofore' the 
Vice-Chancellor was to appoint Some reference 
will be made later to the order of heads of 
houses prescribed in this statute and observed 
up to the present 'time. 

The Laudian Statutes of 1636 ^ which were 
ratified by Convocation in that year, reduced to 
order the statutes which had been before that 
*a confused mass without order or arrangement, 
and in many cases at variance vrith the usage of 
the University V A special ' titulus ' in these deals 
with the sermons, and makes clear to us the state 
of things at that time. In continuing the history 
of this institution up to the present day we may 
well follow in the main the order in which the 
points are taken in those statutes, noticing any 
changes or points of interest as they suggest them« 
selves. The Laudian Statutes were based to a 

^ An edition of thete, with « Tmlaable prefiux by Dr. ShadweU, 
was brought oat by Dr. Griffidii, Wuden of Wadham, and pub- 
Uihfid by the Cbuendon Press, in 1888. 

' Oi^ard Historical R^gisUr,^ iz« 
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large extent on the previously existing statutes and 
usage, and so in laying down the order of preachers 
the cycles arranged in the statutes just mentioned 
are adopted. The Sunday morning sermons in 
Term, except on certain specified days, and in Lent 
were to be preached by the heads of houses, the 
Dean and Canons of Christ Church, and the theo- 
logical professors then existing, viz. the R^us 
Professor of Divinity, the Margaret Professor of 
Divinity, and the Regius Professor of Hebrew. 
The names of these occur towards the end of the 
list ; and in order to provide sufficient turns for the 
Dean and Canons, the name of Christ Church 
occurs in the list in every third turn. When new 
theological professorships were created in the last 
century, their names were added at the end of the 
list, and the three older professorships were moved 
up to about the middle. As a matter of anti- 
quarian interest, it may be worth while to put on 
record that when the Canons, who were also pro- 
fessors, preached in their turns as Canons, they 
were announced by name. When they preached 
as professors their official title was given. In 
regard to the order in which the heads of colleges 
are named, no certain explanation is known to the 
writer. The original list ended with Pembroke, 
first made into a college in 1624, the youngest 
college at the time of the Laudian Statutes. 
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Worcester was added after its incorporation as 
a college in 1714. The names of Hertford and 
Keble were not on the list^. The order of the 
greater number of the colleges is not to be ex- 
plained by the order of theif foundation. It is 
possible that it may have been determined by the 
University position of those who were heads of 
collies at the time the order was originally pre- 
scribed, i, c, 1564-5. The order of the colleges — 
omitting Christ Church, which recurred, as has been 
above noticed, at rq^ular intervals— was as follows:^- 
Magdalen, New Coll^re, All Souls, Merton, Corpus, 
Queen's, St. John's, Trinity, Brasenose, Oriel, Wad* 
ham, Lincoln, University, Exeter, Balliol, Jesus, 
Pembroke. This corresponds in no way to the 
order of foundation, and the order must have been 
fixed by som^ personal considerations which cannot 
be definitely determined. If we take the first three, 
the President of Magdalen in 1564-5 was Laurence 
Humphrey, who, according to Foster's Alumni 
Oxonienses^ was R^us Professor of Divinity at the 
time^ (1560-89), and may well have headed the 

^ The Biune of Hertford ii not found in the Utest editions of the 
Statute!, but is given in Statnt., AdtUndOy p. 146. It did not 
become a college till 1874. The Regios Professor of Divinity's 
tnm occms there bcfoce Worcester, the order being Pembroke 
R^ns Professor of Divinity, Christ Chnreh, Worcester, Mazgaret 
Professor, Christ Church, Hertford, Professor of Hebrew. 

' Oxford Historkal RtgUUr^ p. 48. 
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list for that reason. New College may well have 
come second, because its Warden, Thomas Whyte, 
was Vice-Chancellor (1560-4). The Warden 
(J. Warner) of All Souls, which comes third, had 
been twice Vice-Chancellor, and also Regius Pro- 
fessor of Medicine. The d^rees of the first three 
may also explain the order in which their names 
occur. The first was a Doctor of Divinity, the 
second of Civil Law, the third of Medicine. It 
cannot be claimed, however^ that an equally satis- 
factory explanation can be given of the whole cycle. 

By one of the changes, mentioned at the be- 
ginning of this preface, this cycle of preachers has 
been done away, and all that remains of it is that 
one theological professor preaches, as such, in 
each Term, while the heads of colleges cease to 
preach in virtue of their position, though they may, 
in the future as in the past, be appointed select 
preachers. 

A second cjrcle of preachers, which, like the last, 
had been previously established, was perpetuated 
in the Laudian Statutes — ^the cycle which, for the 
sake of brevity, may be described as that of 
graduates preaching in their order of seniority. 
This» as has been noticed, can only go back, in 
regard to the inclusion of non-resident graduates, 
to the time when the names of non-residents began 
to be kept on the collie books. It became 
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a statutable duty^ as we have seen, at the end of 
the sixteenth century. This cycle supplied the 
preachers on Sunday afternoons in and out of 
Term, except on Easter Day and during Lent, on 
Saints' days, and on Sunday mornings out of 
Term, except on Easter Day. The duty of preach* 
ing was enforced by a fine of ten shillings ; but the 
payment of this sum must have been often pre- 
ferred to the trouble and expense which the sermon 
involved for residents at a distance, and so we are 
not surprised to learn that before the appointment 
of select preachers to fill the vacant pulpit, many of 
the unaccepted preaching turns fell into the hands 
of four or five residents called ' hack preachers ' or 
* Oxford hacks ^.' It is probable that the appoint- 
ment of select preachers by Convocation on 
December 6, 1803, and at a later date the influ- 
ence of the Oxford movement, caused the preach- 
ing turn to be regarded as a privilege rather than 
a duty. At any rate, those who did not wish to 
preach in their turn need no longer do so^ One 

^ G. V. Cox, RicoiUciwtu of Oxford (and edition, 1870), p. 337. 
Chapter xi dealt with * Unhrcnity Sermons and 'BttaitSbitn! bat it 
not absolutely to be relied on in all details. 

* Perhaps the introdnetion of a payment to the preacher may not 
ha^ been without some effect The statute of 1803 ordered a 
contribution of 3X. each quarter from graduates in Holy Orders, 
which in iSia'was reduced to ax. 6<^, and in 1819 to ax. Out 
of this a sum was paid as salary to the Esquire Bedel of Theology, 
and varying sums (£6 6r. for 'extraordinaxy' sermons, £5 5/. for 
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of the arguments which was urged against giving 
up the cycle of graduates was that if the privilege— 
which, after all, came somewhat late in life— was 
removed, they would cease to keep their names on 
the college books ^ 1 

ordinary sennoiis on Sunday afternoons and Saints' days, f 4 41. for 
sermons out of Term) were ordered to be paid to the preachers. 
On May 37, 1846, a farther regnlation as to payment was made, 
the sums available being the ' contributions ' already mentioned, 
and two other sources specified as 'gallery culets' and 'school 
money.* In 187a the difference between ' extraordinary ' and ordin- 
ary sermons was removed, and all preachers at St Mary's (except 
those for which there are special benefiurtions) receive i^ 5^ • Is it 
too much to hope that the £1 so or so which the Univeruty Chest 
will save by the new statute may be applied to some theological 
purpose t 

^ The last graduate invited to preach in his turn was Canon E. L. 
Hicks, who took his degree in 1866, and preached the afternoon 
sermon on June 9, 1901. It is eleven years since the abolition 
of the afternoon sennoo was last before the University, when the pro- 
posal was rejected. Some readers will remember the verses which 
were printed in the Oxfitrd Magaane of Nov. la, 1890 (and reprinted 
in H/ori Echoes fr^m the Oxford MagoMmi^ above the signature 
W. W. M., and which apprecUte at its proper value the argument 
mentioned above. Limits of space prevent our reproducing the 
anticipations of the Vicar of Pedlington and the description of their 
falsification by the event, which he sums up as follows : — 

Alas I too late I grasp the situation, 
And face a truth decidedly unpleasant 
In point of fact there ii no congregation 

Present 

Like nightmare echoes of unearthly laughter 
My voice rings through — 'as noises in a swoon' 
The vast Sahara of a Sunday aftei^— 

Noon. 

And the result is he removes his ' unappreciated name.' 
It is a cnriotts coincidence that the writer of the lines should 



• •• 
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The sdect preachers are ten in number, holding 
office for two years, and summoned in turn to 
' supply the places of those who declined to preach 
in their own turns/ Five of them are appointed 
each November by the Vice-Chancellor, the R^us 
and Margaret Professors of Divinity, and the 
Proctors, the Vice-Chancellor having the right of 
veto. The names have then to be approved by 
Convocation. The list of these preachers will be 
found in the Oxford Historical Register. It in- 
cludes, of course, most of the names best known 
during the last century in connexion with Oxford 
theol(^[y ; and since 1872^ when the area of choice 
was widened by the inclusion of graduates of 
Cambridge and Dublin, the names of many other 
distinguished preachers will be found there, repre^ 
sentative of all schools of thought 

The decree of Convocation, which brought to 
a close the cycle of graduates, prescribed that all 
the Sunday morning sermons, except those on which 
special sermons or courses are being preached, 
shall in future be preached by the select preachers, 
so that in future all the sermons before the Uni- 
versity will be by • select' preachers, the only 
difference being that in some cases the selection 

have been the last to preedi the afternoon sennon on Simday, 
June 16, the Sunday before the Encaenia, iriicD the Vioe-Chanoellor 
appointt the preacher. 
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ivill be not in the hands of the small body just 
mentioned, but will fall to the Vice-Chancellor as 
in the past, or (in the case of the Bampton Lecturer) 
to the heads of houses. 

Among the sermons which were included in 
the preaching turns of graduates were the Latin 
sermons at the beginning of Term. If the offer 
was declined, it fell to the head of the college to 
which the graduate belonged to find a preacher. 
Henceforth the heads of colleges in turn are to 
make the appointment. In many cases of sermons 
which, because less well attended, seemed less im- 
portant, for instance the Saints' day sermons 
and sermons in the Long Vacation \ the appoint- 
ment of the preacher lapsed to the Principal or 
Bursar of the college to which the graduate be- 
longed. 

Mention has now been made of the two cycles of 
preachers, viz. that of heads of houses and theo- 
logical professors, and that of graduates preaching 
in the order of their seniority. Outside these 
cycles are certain sermons for which the Vice- 

^ Accoiding to Cox {Hemrniumas, L c.)f the Sftints' day aennoas 
were abolished loon after the beginniDg of the nineteenth century ; 
but this is too early a date. The Long VacatioQ sennons were 
idiotished altogether in 1819, tboae in the afteinoon having ceased 
earlier. Cox records a proposal in 1830 to reintroduce these sermons, 
which was only lost by three votes. Most of the Winter Vacation 
sermons were abolished in 1859. 
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Chancellor appointed the preacher, as he did for 
other sermons since discontinued^. These in- 
cluded the afternoon sermons in Lent, preached at 
St. Peter's in the East, and those on the Sunday 
before the Encaenia', on the afternoon of Whit 
Sunday, the sermons preached before the Judges on 
Assize, and sermons preached in connexion with 
certain special benefactions on the morning of 
Quinquagesima Sunday and the last Sunday 
after Trinity, and on the afternoon of Trinity 
Sunday. 

In r^ard to these, certain points of interest may 
be noticed. Thus, when sermons ceased to be 
preached at St. Peter's in the East, and were trans- 
ferred to St. Maty's, the Vice-Chancellor continued 
to appoint the afternoon preacher, the momii^ 
sermons in Lent — on those days which were not 
required for Bampton Lectures — ^falling as before 
to the cycle of graduates. The fact of the Assize 
sermon being preached before the University may 
at first sight seem to point to some curious point 
in r^^d to University jurisdiction ; but the ex- 
planation seems to be only that the most important 
church was used on such occasions; and as in 



^ As, for instaaoe, Mrmons on the Monday and Tneidaj in Easter 
week, Nov. 5, Jan. 30, May 29, &c. 

' At these it has been cutomary to appoint the preachers from 
among those who have tsken the D.D. degree during the year. 
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a cathedral city application would be made to the 
Dean, and the cathedral would be used, so at 
Oxford the Vice-Chancellor was applied to, and 
the University church used. The special bene- 
factions above mentioned are as follows: — (i) The 
Rev. William Master, Vicar of Preston near Ciren- 
cester, bequeathed in 1684 a sum of money to 
provide for two sermons on Humility or Pride. 
These are preached on the mornings of Quinqua- 
gesima (to which day the sermon was transferred 
from the last Sunday in June by decree of Con- 
vocation of February 20, 1872) and the Sunday 
next before Advent (2) In 1847 ^^^ Ramsden 
made provision for a sermon to be preached on the 
afternoon of Trinity Sunday 'upon Church ex- 
tension over the colonies and dependencies of the 
British Empire.' (3} In 1848 Dr. Macbride, Prin- 
cipal of Magdalen Hall, established a sermon upon 
the Jewish Interpretation of Prophecy, which is 
preached on one Sunday afternoon in Lent. 

The only sermons not already mentioned are 
those to which various colleges appoint and which 
are preached in those collies, and the Bampton 
Lectures. The sermons on Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, and Ascension Day are preached by the 
Dean at Christ Church; the preachers on the 
mommg of Trinity Sunday and on Lady Day 
are appointed by New College, and the sermons 
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preached there ; those on the festivals of St Mark 
and St. John Baptbt by fellows of Magdalen ^ 

The Bampton Lectures consist of courses of 
eight sermons to be preached * between the com- 
mencement of the last month in the Lent Term 
and the end of the third week in Act Term/ 
These were established by the Rev. J. Bampton, who 
died in 1751, and the first lecturer was appointed 
in 1779. The appointment is made by the heads 
of colleges in the Easter Term previous to that 
in which the lectures are b^;un. The purpose of 
the lectures was 'to confirm and establish the 
Christian faith, and to confute all heretics and 
schismatics'; but this has sometimes been liber« 
ally interpreted both as to the subject and its 
treatment. 

We have already noticed that control was, from 
the earliest times, exercised over the matter of the 
sermon, and that a section of the Laudian Statutes 
prescribes the machinery by which this right was 
to be exercised in future. Even before the date 
of these statutes we find James I ordering that 

^ Wood (ed. Clark, til. 265) recordt how on one occasion, owing 
to a ditpate, two UniTertity sermons were pieacfaed on St. Mark's 
day, one at Magdalen and one at St. Mary's. In former days tlicto 
nsed to be a sermon on SS. Simon and Jnde, preached by a member 
of Univerdty Cdlege, and it is only In the last few yean that the 
sermons ha^e been dropped which were connected with Merton 
College, and preached on SS. Philip and James and the first Sunday 
in Angnst 
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no man be allowed to maintain dogmatically any 
point that is not allowed by the Church of Ei^land, 
an order made use of by Laud. And after the 
year 1636, the date of the Laudian Statutes, Wood ^ 
records several instances in which the liberty of the 
preacher was from time to time curtailed. Thus 
preachers i^^st Arminianism are banished or 
had to recant publicly in Convocation. In 1640 
Wilkinson, of Magdalen Hall, was suspended for 
preaching against the ceremonies of the Church^ 
The control was not only negative, but positive; 
and the University pulpit, which, during the time 
that Charles' court was held at Oxford» was used 
regularly for sermons before both Houses of 
Parliament, was filled, on the surrender of thef 
city to Fairfax in 1646, by Parliamentary chap- 
lains, among them the well-known Hugh Peters, 
with a mission to ' convert ' the scholars. To the 
Presbyterian chaplains a number of Independent 
preachers were added in 1650. In the next cen-* 
tury Sacheverell preached a sermon before the 
University on December 23, 1705, which, with 
a few alterations, was preached again at St. Paul's^ 
on November 5, 1709, and led to important results 
in party politics. 

A few years later a sermon of Warton, Professor 
of Poetry, on May 28, 1719, was the occasion of 

^ YTood (ed. Claik), U. 3a; and elsewhere. 

C 
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a charge of sedition against the preacher, but the 
Vice-Chancellor refused to accept the charge. In 
the same century Professor J. R. Green, in his 
series of essays on Oxford during the last (i. e. the 
eighteenth) Century^ relates how one Coningsby 
was summoned before the Vice-Chanoellor and 
suspended for a sermon which Heame describes 
as a 'good, honest discourse.' Amoi^ other 
sermons of that century which excited comment 
may be mentioned John Wesle/s 'Jacobite' ser« 
mon of June ii, 1734, which he took the precaution 
of submitting to the Vice-Chancellor before he 
preached it. 

The most famous instance of ' delation ' in the 
last century is that of Dr. Pusey for a sermon 
preached at Christ Church on May 14, 1843, 
which was followed on June 2 by his suspension 
for two years by the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Wynter, 
President of St. John's. It is not necessary to 
go into the details, which are given at length 
in Dr. Pusey's Life'^. Since that date there have 
been instances of delation, but it will serve no 
useful purpose to recall the details, and may 
wound the feelings of some concerned. In one 
case, as in that of Dr. Warton already mentioned, 
the Vice-Chancellor refused to entertain the com- 
plaint : in another the ' six doctors ' were summoned 

^u.so6fl[: 
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in accordance with the statute by the Vice-Chan- 
cellor of the time, and a verdict of acquittal was 
given, but only by a casting vote. The process 
of inquiry, as has been already said^ remains 
practically unchanged since the time of the Laudian 
Statutes. The ultimate responsibility rests with the 
Vice-Chancellor, who, if the complaint affects a 
question of theology, calls in six doctors of divinity, 
while if the matter is * seditious ' one doctor advises 
him. But the details of the process of examina- 
tion and the penalty are both fixed by him* 
It is probable that the occasions on which thia 
examination is demanded will be increasingly 
rare. 

It only remains to notice some of the many 
allusions, scattered everjnvhere, to University ser- 
mons which preserve for us interesting details of 
bygone days. Thus Wood ^ refers to a petition of 
gentleman commoners to sit with their caps on, sis 
the Masters and Bachelors did, which was accom- 
panied by a threat to go to Holywell if they were 
refused. Laud', when Chancellor, had found it 
necessary to reprove these same Masters for sitting 
'bare,' that is uncovered, the reason for their 
conduct being that, like the modern undergraduate, 
they had brought hats instead of caps, and were 

^ Ufe and Times, iL 290. 

* Wharton'g /Remains cf Laud, toL il. 

C % 
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anxious to hide them. Wordsworth^ alludes to 
the congregation sitting 'with their hats pulled 
over their eyebrows/ and mentions the case of 
Dr. Peme, of Peterhouse, who, when he was 
preaching before Queen Elizabeth in 1564, was 
told to put on the cap, which in deference to 
royalty he had laid aside. We find also allusions 
to the subject-matter of the sermon, as when 
Evelyn, describing his visit to Oxford in 1654, and 
his attendance at a sermon before the University, 
mentions that he heard * the famous Independent, 
Dr. Owen, perstringing Episcopacy.' More out- 
spoken was the criticism of Humphrey Prideaux ' 
to J. Ellis — * Your tutor Woodruff preached the 
most scandalous dunceall sermon that hath been 
preached before the University ever since the King 
returned.' Other allusions, as may be expected, 
refer to the length of the sermon. It had been 
found early necessary in some Universities to pass 
statutes de quantitate sernumum^ and a time-limit 
was fixed at Ingoldstadt of an hour and a quarter, 
at Vienna the allowance was an hour and a half, 
or at most two hours ^ Even this was exceeded 
by the two and a half hours which Dr. Tatham \ 

^ C. Wordswoitli, Unhfirnty Lift in iki EigkUenth Cmiwy, 
pp. 518, 541. 

* LetUrs to J. Eltis (Camden Sodctj, 1875), Not. 15, 1674. 

* RashdiOl, L 468. 

* CoK, RemimHtnceSt chap. zi. 
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of Lincoln, spent in iSo% in defending the genuine- 
ness of the disputed verse in i John v. 7, while 
Dr. Pusey, according to the same authority, was 
often very long. The extreme limit in r^;ard to 
brevity was probably reached in Heame's record 
of March ao» 172a, in which he speaks of a sermon 
at St. Peter's in the East, by William Peche, which 
was 'not above five minutes long or very little 
more.' Other allusions indicate to us the place 
which the sermon occupied in the life of the 
University at the time, as when Wordsworth' 
records for us how at Cambridge the Vice-Chan- 
cellor, in 1800, dined on Sundays at 1.30, after 
which all his party attended the University sermon 
at St. Mary's at 3 o'clock. Every one knows that 
there are many small differences of usage between 
Oxford and Cambridge, and it is curious that 
Cambridge should long have had as the hour for 
its single University sermon on Sunday almost 
exactly that which Oxford has discarded as un- 
suitable. Among the allusions to sermons there 
are some which indicate the change in regard to 
hours which the sermons have undergone in accord- 
ance with changes in social habits. These concern 
chiefly sermons preached in coU^e chapels ^ the 

^ locdtp. 135. 

' Thni the Higisttr fff th$ Vuiian tftki UmvtrHiy tf Oxford^ 
1647-5S (Camden Society, 1881), ghres injimctioiis (p. 335) m to 
different connes of lectnict and lennons in cfaapeb and chniehes. 
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increase in the number of which has, no doubt, 
laii^ely affected the attendance at those preached 
before the University. But there is a University 
sermon mentioned by Wood^ as preached on 
Tuesdays, at 7 o'clock, which was taken by the 
collies in turn. There is no reference to this 
sermon in the Laudian Statutes. 

The last section' in the part of these statutes 
which refers to University sermons emphasized 
the place which they were intended to play and the 
importance attached to them, and the obligation 
still remains in the present statutes * that all doctors, 
masters, graduates, and scholars should diligently 
attend . . . the sermons to be delivered before the 
University, unless some reasonable cause shall 
excuse them.' The disciplinary side appears in an 
earlier statute as to the Latin sermon and celebra- 
tion, but the words have been removed'. The 
tendency has been in this, as in other religious 
matters, to remove the obligations and with them 

and (p. 37a) an order is made (Nor. 14, 1653) aa to pieadiing in 
college chapela * on Sunday mornings between 7 and 9/ and (p. 390) 
an Older is made for sermons at Magdalen to be praadied on 
Satordays between 4 and 6 by Masters of Arts in torn. 

* ed. Clark, L 159. ' Tit zyi. § 10 (now § la). 

* Tit. i. I a cm nuHoris natai acadtmicos frtftunta adesUt 
pratier conseunHoi dictamemf publici ixtmpli imUrut; naU tt 
singuhs arimomis et canonibus eccMai confomus s$ praestare 
imUrest dUdplituu uciesiasticae^ comlra ptam tu fuid peeutur 
udub curmbit Vid'CoHctliarius. 
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the danger of purely formal attendance. Even 
Vrhen these obligations existed they were evaded 
if possible. It was necessary for James I to write 
commandii^ the students to attend better and go 
nowhere else, and if in the eighteenth century they 
attended r^ularly, as Professor Green tells us in 
the notes already mentioned, it was because the 
college and the University alike enforced it, because 
there were penalties from tutor as well as from 
proctor. At any rate, in the same century at 
Cambridge there was sometimes but small attend- 
ance of listeners, for Gray, writing to his friend 
Mason in 1757, says that at a University sermon 
on the {Mreceding Sunday there were, except the 
heads of colleges^ none present but himself and 
his companion. Coming on to the next century 
we find Cox saying that the sermons were much 
better attended in days gone by than when he 
wrote ^ ; and in 1853 ^® have an open letter from 
*a collie tutor' to the Vice-chancellor suggest- 
ing, in order to improve the attendance, changes 
which the University has just effected, viz. the 
dropfMUg of the preaching in turn, and the more 
frequent use of sdect preachers. It is not easy 
to single out many epoch-markii^ sermons like 
the last University sermon of John Wesley on 

^ Raniniscgncay p. 353. 
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August %4i 1 744, on Ezek. xxxiii. 4, or the assize 
sermon of Keble on July 14, 1833, on * National 
Apostacy/ a day which Newman tells us in his 
Apologia that he ^ever considered, and kept as 
the start of the religious movement of 1833/ 
Perhaps of all the sermons preached in St. Mary's 
few courses have been more effective than the four 
o'clock sermons of Newman himself, which, if not 
technically, were at any rate actually before the 
University, and of which Dean Church says that 
'without these sermons the [Oxford] movement 
might never have gone on, certainly would never 
have been what it was ^/ And, at the present time, 
it is perhaps no exaggeration to say that * of all the 
non-coU^ate forms of religious influence brought 
to bear on Oxford men thb is the most visible and 
far reachii^r >/ But this influence will be felt not 
by perpetuating the two o'clock sermons, an in* 
stitution which has been of late years almost 
worse than useless, but by making the sermons 
more of a reality, if fewer in number. That under- 
graduates will attend is sufiiciently proved by the 
evening sermons at St. Mary's, which, with the 
help of the Vicars of St. Mary's, they have them- 
selves organized in the last few years. 



^ Oxjord Mmttmtmi^ chap. nL 

* Rer. G. W. Gent on 'Religioiit Life at Oxford' in Oxford tmd 
Oxford Lifi^ 1^2. 



HISTORY OF THE INSTITUTION xli 

This account of some of the points of interest in 
connexion with an institution which is now 'the 
sole historical rite which speaks to us of the days 
when the Chancellor and Scholars in their corporate 
capacity knew no other home than that afforded 
by the walls of St. Mary the Virgin*/ may well be 
closed by a brief reminder of the ceremonies which 
are connected with it 

The procession by which it is introduced meets 
in Adam de Brome's chapel. This Wood refers to 
as the 'robing room for the doctors^' and the 
* vestry where doctors put on their robes'/ and 
these words of Wood seem to show that it was 
then a procession consisting only of doctors, with, 
of course, the Vice-chancellor and Proctors — in 
fact, such a procession as is still formed on the day 
of the Encaenia to enter the Sheldonian Theatre. 
Hither, too, comes the preacher, escorted from his 
college or the house where he may be staying by 
the bedel of divinity ^ 

^ T. G. Jackson's Hisioiy cf St. Marfs^ p. 69. The hst of the 
many secular ceremonies which were held at St Mary's was the 
' Act ' or exercise before the conferring of d^^rees. This was trans- 
ferred to the Sheldonian Theatre when it was opened in 1669, as 
described in Eyelyn's Diary ^ Jnlj 9, 1669. 
' Ann. ii. 404. > Ibid. U. 36a 

* Time was when this fell to the Esqnire Bedd of divinity, whose 
dnty it was also, according to the Lavdlaa Statutes, to summon the 
preachers ; but this office was abolished in 187a, and was not filled 
up on the death of the last holder, Mr. Hanison. The duty of 
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At the head of the procession come the four 
bedels of the Universityi the bedels of divinity, 
law, and medicine, and the bedel of arts, who then, 
as on all other occasions, attends on the Vice- 
Chancellor. The preacher, after a bow to the 
Vice-Chancellor, preceded by the bedel of divinity, 
goes to the pulpit, whdle the procession files to 
their seats round and behind the Vice-Chancellor. 
When the sennon is an assize sermon, the preacher 
goes to the pulpit, and then the Vice-Chancellor 
meets the Judge at the south-east door of St 
Mary's, and escorts him to his own seat^. 

It has been already noticed that the procession 
was or^inally one of doctors, in which, as at the 
Encaenia still, the doctors walk in the order of 
seniority of their degrees in each Faculty. But for 
many years it had degenerated, if the term may be 
pardoned, into a procession of heads of houses, 
who joined the procession even when they had not 
taken the superior degrees. The first disintegrating 
change was introduced by the Proctors of 1891, 
who claimed and established their right, as Proctors, 
to walk before all the heads of colleges who were 
not doctors. The result has been that these heads 

summoning the preacher has been diachai]ged since that date by 
Rev. G. H. GwilUam. 

^ Some readers may remember a corioas qaestion of precedence 
at an assise sermon when the Lord Chief Justice was on Assise 
and the Archbishop of Canterfaniy tiie preacher* 
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of coU^es have, as a rule, ceased to join the pro- 
cession, and sit among ordinary Masters of Arts. 
Another change was attempted when the Provost 
of Queen's was Vice-Chancellon He invited all 
doctors to join the procession, the understandii^ 
being that they should all walk in the order to 
which the date of their d^[ree entitled them, and 
a complete list of all doctors in that order was 
drawn up, printed, and exhibited in Adam de 
Brome's chapeL It followed of coune that, as 
happens in the procession at Encaenia, doctors 
who were not heads of houses would precede 
heads of houses, the date of whose degrees was 
later. There can be little doubt that the date of 
d^[ree represents the order of precedence, but 
certain difficulties were raised which resulted in 
the suggestion that doctors who were ialso heads 
of colleges should precede other doctors, and this 
suggestion in turn resulted in most of the doctors 
who were not heads of colleges dropping out of 
the procession rather than abdicate their rights. 

Another interesting point is connected with the 
robes which are worn. On ordinary Sunday 
mornings the doctors wear their Coc^^r^ation 
^ Habit/ and the preacher, if he is not a doctor, 
wears his hood, and should wear bands. In the 
afternoons the doctors appeared in black gowns, 
and the preacher wore no hood. In Lent the 
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usage was reversed \ and one suggested explana* 
tion of this is that, when the sermons in Lent used 
to be preached at St. Peter's in the East, and 
habits were not worn, they were worn by way of 
compensation in the afternoon at St. Mary's. 
There are, however, one or two reasons why this 
explanation does not seem satisfactory. It would 
be interestii^ to know if any other explanation 
can be given of a practice which seems peculiar, and 
which, as it ceases with the cessation of the sermon 
in the afternoon, deserves to be put on record. 

The procession ended, a h)mm is sung, and then 
follows the ^ bidding* prayer as it is called. In its 
original use this term 'bidding' was simply the 
equivalent of praying, and so in one of the earliest', 
if not the earliest of such prayers, we find, ' Ye 
shall bid [i. e. pray] for the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury.' In post-Reformation times' the term was 
ordinarily understood to mean the prayer which 
bids or directs for what to pray, and so it b^[ins 
* Ye shall pray,' or, as some prefer to say, ' Let us 
pray.' The prayer has many variations, as might 

^ On Qainqnageiiiiui SiudAy morning also ' habits ' are not worn. 
Dreis robet (scarlet with black velvet sleeves) are worn on the 
following days : — ^the Pnrification, Lady Day, Ascension Day, Whit* 
sonday, Trinity Sonday, Commcmoiation Sunday, All Saints, Christ* 
mas Day. 

' Scndamore, Notitia Etuharistica^ see index. 

' }AvanLf%EngiishDUiwtuuy^%,f. 
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be expected, and many of them will be found 
collected in Coxe's Forms of Bidding' Prayer \ 
The use of the prayer in pariah churches affords 
a curious instance, as Scudamore notices, of a 
usage prescribed long after it had ceased to be 
legal. Special provision for its use at University 
sermons, though discontinued elsewhere, is made in 
a clause of the Act of Uniformity \ 

The facts in connexion with the University 
sermon here recorded have been gathered, as the 
references will show, from a great variety of 
sources, and their collection has necessarily in- 
volved time and trouble. They may, no doubt, 
be supplemented, especially from the recollections 
of older living graduates, while the researches of 
those who have made a special study of academic 
archaeology will probably find errors of fact or 
phraseology which have escaped undetected. Both 
the additions and the corrections will be welcomed. 



It only remains to say a few words in r^;ard 
to the sermons which follow. These have been 
selected from those which have appeared in the 
Oxford Magazine between the date of its first 

^ Pnbliahed bj Parker ft Co., 184a The subject has beea more 
fiilly investigated by John Lewis, of Margate, whose MSS. are in 
the Bodleian Library. 

' Scudamore, loc. dt. p. a^. 
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publication in January, 18S3, and the end of 1899. 
Many of the sermons there printed have already 
been published, and on that account have been 
omitted. Others seemed to be in the main of 
temporary or local interest, or too technical in 
treatment to be included in such a volume as this. 

It would be natural to expect, in such a collection 
as this is, the greatest variety of subject, of treat* 
ment, and of point of view. This gives a special 
interest and value to this volume, as distinguished 
from many other volumes of sermons by one 
preacher, or dealing with one subject. But it 
clearly makes it impossible to arrange the sermons 
in any very definitely intelligible order. As few 
will wish to read the volume straight throt^h, the 
arrangement is not after all a matter of primary 
importance. The first twelve sermons have been 
placed together as dealing with the apprehension, 
the content, and the expression of Christian truth. 
Those which follow on FailJi make, perhaps, a suit- 
able transition to the concluding sermons, which 
are concerned with the practical aspect of religion 
in the individual and in the Christian society. 

The circumstances in which these sermons were 
preached, the position of the preachers ^, and the 

* The position which the preachen now occnpy hai been gi^en, 
not that which they held at the time when the sennons were preached ; 
but as the dates axe prefixed to each sermon, no mistakes need axise 
from the nse of the official titles only in the table of contents. 
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sermons themselves will, it is hoped, be regarded 
as a more than sufficient justification for making 
such a collection of sermons, which might other- 
wise have remained unpublished except in the 
Oxford Magazine. Many of them may claim to 
make a real contribution to the solution of the 
difficulties with which they deal, or to give a new 
standpoint from which to face them. 

As far as the sermons are concerned my work 
as editor has been confined to making the selection, 
and to seeing the volume through the press. 

I gladly take this opportunity of thanking the 
contributors for their willingness to let the sermons 
appear, and the publisher for suggesting the publi- 
cation of the volume, and for his courteous con- 
sideration while the work has been in hand. 



Ll. J. M. BEBB. 



St. David's Collbgx, Lampeter, 
August 30, Z901. 
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I 
THE EYE OF THE SOUL 

DsLivxRSD Sunday, Fbb&ua&t ai, 1892, by the Rby. A. F. 

WlNNINOTON InG&AM, KkBLB COLLEGX, HBAD 

OF THK Oxford House. 

BISHOP OF LONDON 

'The light of the body is the eje: if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be liill of light Bnt if thine eye 
be eril, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore 
the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that daikncas 1 * — 
Matt. vi. as, 33. 

As Sunday after Sonday in East London we 
hear various objections brought against the Chris- 
tian faith, and we feel round the difficulty as 
carefully as we can to see where, if an}rwhere, the 
light can be let in, what obstacle, if any, there is in 
the way, we are brought face to face with this 
remarkable fact — there is sometimes apparently 
nothing in the way at all. Jt is true very often 
there is: early prejudice; overwhelming conceit; 
a distorted presentment of the Gospel on the part 

B 
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of Christians themselves; — all these often form 
obstacles for the time amply sufficient to stop the 
way of any light, but the very fact that they are 
obstacles which can be seen and grasped lessens 
the difficulty of dealing with them ; but where lies 
the mischief when a man, as sometimes happens, 
is humble, earnest, and open-minded, and yet 
an unbeliever? That is the question, and it is 
a question which touches us all. We all must 
know some such, and therefore, if not for our own 
sake, at least for theirs, we are bound to try and 
find an answer. 

And the answer which I suggest to you this 
afternoon is this, and I should not venture to do 
so if it were not the result of the painful investiga- 
tion of not a few cases. The injury is in the eye 
itself; it often is so with the body's eye ; we notice 
a dimness in our vision; our body, to use the words 
of Scripture, is no longer ' full of light'; we consult 
the oculist; he tells us, not always that there is 
a film across the eye, not necessarily that there is 
some obstacle in the eye, but that part of the eye 
itself is weak ; it is atrophied ; it does not perform 
its function ; hence the dimness, hence the dark- 
ness ; it is a more serious case than the other ; one 
can remove obstacles^ one can even clear away in 
time films, but if the light that is in us be darkness, 
how great is that darkness I 
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I. What then do we know about the soul's eye 
which may lead us to detect the flaw ? There can 
be little doubt that it has originally, according to 
its proper constitution, three parts, each one of 
which must act, if the light is to penetrate to the 
soul — Reason, Imagination, Conscience. Reason, 
to analyse, to test, to weigh ; Imagination — a very 
different thing to Fancy— to conceive, to grasp, to 
form ; Conscience, to colour right or wrong, to add 
its witness and to judge. 

Take as an example a child of ten : we find that 
if that child has not been spoilt, the eye is perfect ; 
reason is immature, but active and questioning; 
imagination strong and vivid; conscience quick 
and fresh. What is the result ? Light. The whole 
soul is full of light ; it seems sometimes as if the 
whole body through the soul was full of light; 
God is real and near; Christ is the Good Shepherd, 
and the quick beat of the young conscience carries 
the young feet lightly on the path of duty ; nothing 
seems more natural to him than to live in the sun- 
light of the love of God. 

Twenty years after you meet that child again ; 
he is thirty now; he lives a moral enough life; 
but he is an unbeliever ; he doubts whether there 
is a God ; he wonders how he ever could have 
believed the Christian story; he tells 3rou sadly 
that * the Great Companion is dead.' 
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What has happened in those twenty years ? He 
has used his reason ; that is right ; it was given 
him to use, it was given him to use to the full ; he 
was meant to analyse and to test ; that would not 
by itself have destroyed his faith ; he has obe)red 
the dictates of his conscience; where then is his 
great mistake? It is this. He has been told by 
x>me one in these twenty 3^ears, perhaps at school, 
perhaps at Oxford, perhaps since — some one whom 
may God in His mercy foi^ve — ^that the reason, 
the analytic reason, is the only oi^n — ^the only 
trustworthy oi^fan— of truth ; he has been told that 
he must not believe anything he cannot mathe- 
matically prove ; that he must not pray unless he 
can show logically the results of prayer ; that the 
conscience which cries to him of 'a God who is 
about his path and above his bed; who besets 
him behind and before and lays His hand upon 
him/ is a lying witness because ' the heavens have 
been swept with a telescope and there is no God.' 
And the poor lad has believed it ; not without an 
effort ; there has been many a struggle first ; there 
has been many a sad glance back at the old home 
religion, just as we look back when we leave for 
the last time sadly our old homes themselves; 
there has been many a struggle, when the longing 
to pray, the old eternal instinct sprang up, such as 
made one such write the other day, * I long more 
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to be able to believe in prayer than for an3^thing 
else in this world or in any other' ; but it has been 
checked. 'I must not believe in what I cannot 
prove/ repeats the poor soul parrot-like according 
to the deadly formula it has been taught. The 
years go on ; the eye grows dim ; its one much 
vaunted power, divorced from the other two, proves 
but a purblind guide; the imagination, the con- 
ceptive power of the brain, loses force; it is on 
its way to atrophy; the conscience kept alive 
partly as a guide is growing weaker daily as a 
witness; and the young life which started in the 
sunshine, full of promise, fresh from the hand of 
God, is ripening for a cynic's grave. 

And yet what justification is there for the 
formula? Where do we learn that the analsrtic 
reason is the sole organ of truth? Not from 
science ; it was not the reason that made Newton 
start from his seat in agitation when he discerned 
a new meaning in his calculations; it was the 
formative 4mi^ination ' ; it was simply that a 
human meaning had suddenly dawned upon the 
figures which his reason had so carefiilly accumu- 
lated, a human meaning which turned the chaos 
into cosmos ; the solar system had abruptly become 
intell^ble because it had become human. 

Nor is it learnt from history; it is not the 
man of dates who teaches us- history ; it is not 
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the man with a mere memory of events ; it is the 
man who grasps the guiding principles, who sees 
the ideas which are being worked out, who can 
trace the motives underneath the actions, and it is 
through the imagination he does this. 

Nor is it from practical life ; Columbus discovers 
no America, as Newton no law of gravitation, if 
he never goes beyond the range of the analjrtic 
reason. 

Everywhere, to use another^s words ^, in astro- 
nomy, in history, in life, ' the intellect must summon 
that wondrous artist which can restore unity to the 
incoherent mass of details, can transmute a sequence 
of phenomena into a law, a stream of tendencies 
into a purpose, a succession of changes into an 
evolution, a series of events into a history, in fact 
can make dead things live.' 

How then is it possible to affirm that this 
wonderful power, the twin polar force of the brain 
to intellect, is not to be used in matters of religion? 
Of course we can see that, if left unbalanced by the 
other, it would land us as deeply in superstition, as 
the intellect by itself lands us in agnosticism ; but 
why, in the name of the God who made both, can 
they not both work together, as God intended they 
should ? 

> QMikOiiiCvs\iaa^ ScUntifie ObsiacUs to B4li4f.i3tL^ 
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What will be the result if they do ? 

(i) The idea of God becomes at once probable, 
more probable than the idea of no God. To any 
imagination which studies the heavens without 
prejudice, which learns from reason that those 
little specks it sees are flaming suna, which finds 
the tiny earth enveloped, as though by some loving 
hand, with an atmosphere to stay the friction caused 
by its rapid flight, and make life possible, which 
observes the ordered march through space of all 
the heavenly bodies — it will be inconceivable, 
simply inconcdvable, that chance is God, that the 
atoms formed themselves into order ; it will be as 
inconceivable as that a box of letters could form 
themselves into the play of Hamlet. 

Use the imagination with the intellect, and it 
can form conceptions : it does not, like the intellect, 
merely count 10,000 trees, it sees a forest ; it does 
not merely count 10,000,000 stars, it sees a universe ; 
it sees a cosmos ; and through the cosmos it sees 
God 

{%) Pursuing its investigations, it asks why He 
made it, why He created anything at all, and after 
tr3dng every motive^ it can find nothing to suggest 
but the motive of love ; He must have wished to 
extend the area of His blessings ; He must have 
wished to share with others too His home of 
love. 
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But still there is a difficulty, a great difficulty; 
there is evil in the world, there is suflfering, there 
is pain ; how is it to reconcile the two ? how Will 
the story »id? And as it works inquiringly towards 
heaven, it sees a sight which escapes the notice of 
the intellect, which the intellect would not have 
understood by itself. Lol One comes from heaven, 
who calls Himself the Son of God ; He suffers and 
dies, and rises again ; He is full of grace and truth, 
such as the gracious Creator would be likely to be ; 
the imagination, the concq>tive power, the grasping 
power, grasps this ; it leaves it to the conscience to 
settie the difficulty as to how His death meets the 
fact of sin; it leaves it to the intellect to test 
the facts ; it simply proclaims the story — ^such an 
act as a good God would be likely to Ao—a priori 
probable, and when it finds the facts are well 
attested calls it true. 

For let us be quite clear on this point ; there is 
no real dispute about the evidence of our Christian 
facts; looked at as ordinary human events their 
authority is overwhelming; in open discussions 
before a hundred working men, or any other 
audience, it is possible to demonstrate by the 
reason to the reason that they stand on an his- 
torical basis which nothing can shake. But where 
do the objectors meet you, what do they say 
against it? This, that the facts are inherentiy 
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iflcredible, that no amount of evidence at this 
distance could prove them. 

In other words^ it is the imagination that is at 
faulty it is the conceptive power ivhich has grown 
weak. Incredible t why? Because a personal God 
had vanished first, because the idea of a present 
ruler and governor has died, and God, if there is 
a God, has been enthroned in magnificent inactivity 
in some comer of the universe* 

But bring that idea back into the world, picture, 
as creation forces you to picture, a God with a 
purpose at the centre, a God who holds control of 
the machine which He has made, whose almighty 
will has not less power to modify the laws of 
nature than the will of man, and faith returns; 
miracles are not incredible, the Incarnation fits 
into the purpose, already half discerned, of out- 
reaching love, the verdict of the intellect on facts 
is not set aside in this sphere of knowledge any 
more than any other sphere: the eye with its 
second power strong, turns full towards the light ; 
no eye ever could see anything except what it 
brings the power of seeing ; it brings the power now. 
* I was blind,' it confesses, like the blind man in 
the parable, 'but now I see; at least I begin to 
see ; I see men as trees — ^walking/ 

a. What shall finish the cure? What but the 
third power— •Conscien<;e ? Much has been written 
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in the last few years about conscience, but what 
often seems left out of sight is this, that conscience 
as a practical guide may be followed, while con- 
science as a trustworthy witness may be ignored ; 
also that all discussions which seek to undermine 
its authority by explaining its origin are beside the 
mark. Conscience exists, and conscience speaks, 
and conscience thunders, and it makes no more 
difference from what conscience is evolved, than 
the origin of Darwin's brain makes to our estimate 
of the genius of Darwin. What then has the con- 
science to say to the Christian faith ? 

(i) Conscience speaks, does it not? of a personal 
God ; it speaks, if we have not stilled its voice, of 
a righteous God, for how else can it know this 
eternal difference between right and wrong? it 
speaks of a moral creator ; it tells the Psalmist's 
conscience, and the Psalmist's conscience is only 
a mirror of the conscience of humanity, that the 
God who besets him behind and before, who 
searches him and knows his heart, is also the God 
who has possessed his reins and covered him in 
his mother's womb; it notes the wonderful fact 
in creation that many phj^ical arrangements result 
in moral ends ; it demands not merely, like the 
intellect, a * First Cause,' but a moral Governor. 

{%) Then, secondly, it too (aces the difficulty 
of evil, and is ^Xai^ggenA by it; the external voice of 



/. THE EYE OF THE SOUL ii 

the ten commandments answers to the inner voice 
within : but how about the injustice of the world ? 
how about the inequalities ? what is there to recon- 
cile a righteous law with an unrighteous world? 
what evidence that God's purpose is not thwarted 
for ever ? And in answer^ 

One comes by with wounded side, 
And for His sheep the Shepherd died. 

It is enough; His character at every point answers 
to what the conscience demands; it educates it 
even as it satisfies it, for the conscience by itself 
could never have conceived an3rthing so high ; His 
death, explained as it is so carefully in all its 
fullness of meaning, though but half understood, 
is the only thing yet found great enough to soothe 
at all the pangs of an awakened conscience, and 
then only after confession and amendment; but 
above all, it is the Resurrection that seab the con- 
science's faith: 'evil then is not victorious; God 
did care; He did push on His purpose: this is 
the explanation I was looking for ; this is the light 
I was longing for: God loving still ; man fallen but 
redeemed; right to conquer in the end: thanks be 
to God for His unspeakable giftT 

But is the conscience mad when it speaks like 
this? is it a fanatic? is it resting religion upon 
feeling ? is it ' making bias a necessary condition of 
believing'? 
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Not at all : it is giving its verdict as the judge : 
intellect has done its work, and handed up the 
papers to the imagination; the imagination has 
drawn up its report and laid it before the con- 
science, and they both await now the verdict from 
conscience: on moral questions conscience is the 
judge, and Christianity in the last resource is a 
moral question. 

What then comes to be the practical issue ? 

(i) First: If we would see aright, we must 
cultivate the imagination. The great man whose 
name I have already mentioned — Charles Darwin 
— is perpetually being brought up against us by 
the secularists of East London, a small but eager 
body. * Here/ they say, * is your greatest intellect 
of this century, and he is an unbeliever.' 

One speaks with bated breath of such a man, so 
good, so kind, so true, as well as so laborious and 
so modest; but surely he himself explains the 
difficulty ; ' he does not care for Shakespeare,' he 
tells us ; 'he does not like music'; he is conscious 
of a want somewhere, and he owns it ; he is never 
hostile to religion ; he merely says it does not 
come within his ken. What does all this mean 
but one thing? That the imagination has grown 
weak, that one power of the eye was dim from 
want of use; that the extraordinary cultivation 
of one power does not make up in the creation of 
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God for the ignoring of another: it means this, 
that 'what God has joined together let not man 
put asunder/ 

Cultivate then the imagination; live in great 
scenes ; contemplate great facts ; study astronomy ; 
few astronomers, if any, have been atheists ; see at 
any rate the grandeur of earthly things ; for, ' If 
I have told you of earthly things, and ye believe 
not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly 
things?' 

. {%) Have faith in conscience as a trustworthy 
witness. It is no new power I ask you to believe 
in ; it is no new faculty I ask you to put forth ; it 
is an old power they knew of from the beginning. 
The ' intuitive reason ' of the ancients ; the ' cate- 
gorical imperative' of Kant; but above all the 
* heart' so often spoken of in the pages of the 
Bible, all justify us in pladi^ the conscience on 
a level with the reason, and in moral questions 
on a higher level than the reason as an organ 
of truth: 

Thou dost pireierv€ tbo stazs ftom wrong, 
And the most andent heavens through Thee are fresh and strong. 

(3) Lastly, educate them both in the things of 
God If one of us was asked to judge a piece 
of music to see if it were Handel's, we should be 
sure to judge wrongly, if we did not know Handel's 
style; we must study our composer; we must read 
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into his thoughts and note his expressions, and 
then we shall know if the piece has a true ring 
or not. 

It would be the same with the pictures of a great 
artist; the eye must know his tone, his manner, 
and his execution, if it is to judge right in such 
a matter. So, my young brother, is it with the 
things of God : something comes before you pur- 
porting to be from God : are you in a position to 
judge? Not if you have never studied God's ways, 
not if you know nothing of His love, not if you 
never pray, not if you are drifting on, careless of 
ypur faith, not if you care only for your intellect 
and leave conscience and imagination to dwindle 
and to die: then you will decide against the 
revelation of God ; for the light that is in you will 
be darkness, and if the light that is in you be dark- 
ness, how great is that darkness 1 But if, on the 
other hand, with humble patience and modest 
fearlessness you turn yourself towards the opening 
heaven; if with fresh, untarnished powers you 
compare that external revelation with the light 
already gathered by those powers within ; if, to 
sum it all up, in the words of the text, your eye 
is single, then the opening revelation shall flood 
your soul with light ; nay t your whole body shall 
be full of light; you shall breathe light, speak 
light, act light ; and you shall inherit the blessing 
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pronounced on those who have 'not seen and yet 
have believed/ 

*I thank Thee, O Father^ Lord of heaven and 
earth, because Thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto 
babes. Even so, Father: for so it seemed good 
in Thy sight.' 



II 

THE SPELL OF CHRIST 

Dblivsred Sunday, October ai, 1883, by the Ret. K S. 
Talbot, Warden of Kebls College. 

BISHOP OF ROCHESTER 

' I will remember the yean of the right hand of the Moit High. 
I will remember the world of the Lord.' — ^Ps. IzxviL 10, 11. 

The attempt to realize the problems of men 
like ourselves but living in times or circumstances 
diflferent from our own is, to say nothing of its 
dramatic and imaginative interest, one of the most 
powerful aids to self-knowledge and self-correction. 
To ask ourselves what would have been our conduct 
in their place, how our virtue would resist tempta- 
tions such as theirs, whether we should have the 
skill and steadfastness and energy to make our way 
to truth or virtue through their difficulties — these 
are questions which search very deep ; there is no 
respect of persons with them ; they enable us to 
look from outside upon the conventional merits 
and excellences with which in our own and others' 
sight we are habitually invested ; for they test us 
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about the things which are most common to man, 
and which are so because they are most inward, 
genuine, self-determined. 

We may seek the materials for such inquiry and 
comparison in different quarters ; we may find them 
of course abundantly in history, or we may find 
them in the w<Mrld of to-day. The moral chances 
of a 3^ung man or woman growing up in the alleys 
of our towns amongst surroundings of open foulness 
moral and physical ; the simplicity of the questions 
of religion and conduct, to us so complicated, as 
they must, we feel, present themselves to a rural or 
mountain peasantry amox^ whom we travel ; the 
sudden revelation to the young, for whom goodness 
and religion are associated with what is animating in 
effort and aspiration, of lives in which these names 
mean only patient endurance, the uncomplaining 
inaction of chronic pain, or bedridden old age — 
such things send us back to look with fresh thought 
and quickened insight on our own lives. It is 
indeed possible to use such criticisms of history 
or experience only for the confirmation of self- 
complacency. Hence those contemptuous dis- 
missals of classes less favoured and more tempted 
than ourselves, 'I thank Thee that I am not as 
other men are ' ; hence those flippant or shallow 
anachronisms by which we attribute open folly or 
wilful criminality to men or to generations who 

C 
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have been entangled by difficulties in what is 
now clear, or have participated in practices which 
time has condemned : ' Woe unto you, scribes and 
Pharisees, h3rpocrites 1 because ye build the tombs 
of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the 
righteous, and say. If we had been in the days of 
our fathers, we would not have been partakers with 
them in the blood of the prophets.' But this is 
only to say that to read moral evidence always 
requires moral int^ity. The evidence at least 
contains its own protest against our abuse of it, 
and sometimes it thrusts that protest upon our 
notice, ' Wherefore ye are witnesses unto yourselves, 
that ye are the children of them which killed the 
prophets ' ; ' The publicans and the harlots go into 
the kingdom of God before you.' And anyhow the 
abuse takes not away the use. That use is twofold. 
It is partly scientific. All true insight into history, 
at least in its more personal aspects ; all reverent 
treatment of those its actors whose spirits await us 
in the unseen world ; all appreciation of its move- 
ments and their movers — depends on such honest 
comparison of them with ourselves. But it is also 
practical. * These things happened unto them for 
ensamples.' * They are written for our admonition.' 
Such words apply to all history, but they remind 
us particularly how deeply Scripture is identified, 
not by one or another text only, but by its whole 
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structure, with this use of experience. By pictures 
of human life in fact and fiction ; by history and 
biography and parable; by the vicissitudes of 
national life narrated in history and illustrated 
by the inspired comments of prophets; by dis- 
plajnng the outward play of life and character, or 
by admitting us to the inmost heart-searchings of 
a Job, or a Jeremiah, or a Paul ; by all these— even 
if we leave untouched the fact that the Light of 
all Light came as an example, and is seen by 
us through ' memoirs ' — Scripture works upon the 
principle that, for the edification and warning and 
guidance of men, nothing is so pr^nant as men's 
experience rightly sounded and understood. 

I emphasize this significance of history, obvious 
as it is, because it not only heightens but defines 
the interest of that page which records the expe- 
rience of the generations who lived with the Lord 
Jesus, and witnessed the inauguration of the Gospel 
and the Church, to whom the thing came as new 
and offered itself upon its merits. For Christians, 
for those whose deeper thoughts, questionings, or 
hopes draw more or less towards Christ as their 
centre, that experience has, I believe, much more 
than we ordinarily realize to give and to suggest. 
In particular it has a distinct place to occupy in 
our consideration of the claim made by the Gospel 
of Christ upon ourselves and our fellow men. That 
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claim, the warrants of it, the evidence on which it 
rests, are topics on which we think and speak much, 
and ought to think more closely and searchingly 
than we do. Now the question so raised is no 
doubt a scientific question. The claim must be 
made good for us now on the best principles of 
life and knowledge which we can obtain. A past 
generation cannot settle it for us. It is no sufficient 
answer to say that men of the first century, however 
much to be revered, admitted the claim. But 
though no sufficient answer in itself, it does in 
many ways bear upon the answer : and as we try 
to determine the relation of the Gospel as a whole, 
or of any of its parts, to our own reason and 
conscience, this our personal problem may be 
cleared and illustrated to an almost indefinite 
d^^ree, in proportion to our honesty and humility, 
by the spectacle of the first workings of the Gospel 
on the reason and conscience of our race, by careful 
observation of the ways in which it touched or 
constrained them, of the hindrances by which it 
was obstructed, of the kind of characters who 
received or rejected it That problem belongs to 
us all, for it belongs to all who have not definitively 
set aside the claims of Christ The correspondence 
between the Gospel and the human soul must be 
seen by the inquirer if he is to surrender to the 
Gospel's claim : and for the Christian an increasing 
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perception of it is the secret of a deepening and 
more fruitful conviction. 

My object then to-day is to contribute some very 
simple thoughts toivards answering the question, 
Wliat drew men to Christ and Christianity? as 
a question of historical interest of the truest, that is, 
of the most human, vital, and lasting kind. 

A man who. New Testament in hand^ approaches 
this question may at first sight feel baffled by a 
double difficulty. First, his materials may seem 
meagre. The Gospels, for example, in their 
narrative simplicity do not as a rule pause to 
analyse motives, still leas to debate and comment 
upon the fascinations and qualities of Him whom 
they present If they did, they would hardly retain 
that unrivalled and uncontrived simplicity which is 
to us the ever fresh and unassailable evidence of 
their truth. And then of the materials which we 
have, he may think that a good deal has but slight 
interest for us. There is an abundance of that kind 
of reception of Christ which has no significance for 
us except the warning given by its fickleness. 
There was, perhaps, an Oriental readiness to swarm 
after any striking claimant of a mission from God ; 
there was the tremulous expectancy of a Messiah ; 
above all there was the immense impression pro- 
duced by the mighty works, viewed simply as 
wonders, or even as sources of advantage : ' Ye seek 
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Me, . • . because ye did eat of the loaves, and were 
filled.' ' His fame went throughout all Syria : and 
they brought unto Him all sick people • . • and 
there followed Him great multitudes.' But these 
difficulties will not be lasting, and they have then- 
use. The simple but vivid brevity of the notices 
will compel from us the thought necessary to 
interpret them: and in pressing past the excited 
and thronging multitudes to see how hearts were 
truly won, we shall be saved from fancying that 
the main and central strength of the Gospel then 
lay in an}rthing but what it lies in now. 

I. Among the causes of that streng^ we shall be 
both right and reverent if we assign a chief place 
to what, in other cases, we call personal influence, 
or the ascendency of character. At the outset 
there is record of it unusually expressed: 'Jesus 
increased ... in favour with • . . man.' With His 
ministry this became a more definite attraction. 
The bidding to John and James, to Andrew and 
Peter, to Philip, to Matthew, to leave all and follow 
Him implies for its success a strong spell of 
personal influence, to which the eager, impulsive 
offers to follow Him whithersoever He went bear 
a voluntary witness. Other things look the same 
way. 'As He spake, a certain woman of the 
company lifted up her voice, and said unto Him, 
Blessed is the womb that bare Thee, and the paps 
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which Thou hast sucked' The same attraction, in 
deeper or more lasting form, chained Mary to His 
feet, and prompted that devotion of the women 
ministering to Him, which has for us the special 
and touching interest that it outlasted the fidelity 
even of His disciples, was faithful unto death, and 
haunted round His tomb. When the woman that 
was a sinner was drawn and emboldened to come 
near and anoint His feet under the eyes of the 
Pharisee's guests, we may be sure that her magnet 
was Himself. Elsewhere this personal charm is 
defined more exactly by its true nature as the 
beauty of goodness : ' Good Master I ' or * We know 
that Thou art true, and teachest the way of God 
in truth, neither carest Thou for any: for Thou 
r^ardest not the person of men.' It agrees with 
this that the Apostles, immediately after He had 
left them, could speak of Him naturally to a 
popular audience as the 'Holy One' and 'the 
Just' The lowly Master had Himself appealed 
to it, * Which of you convinceth Me of sin ? ' 

That such a power should shine brighter for 
those who had eyes to see amidst the patience and 
heroism of His last hours was what we should 
expect, and what we find. We see a vague and 
awed sense of it in Pilate ; we find an almost or 
quite supernatural manifestation of it, when those 
who were sent to seize Him, at His mere aspect 
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went backwards and fell to the ground ; its melting 
power turns Peter to remembrance and tears; a 
quiet observation of some hours compels from the 
centurion the confession, 'Certainly this was a 
righteous man, the Son of God.' But &r above 
ally as it seems to me, and surely in no other 
conceivable way to be explained, is the extra- 
ordinary subjection of the Thief on the Cross to 
the royal allegiance of One who seemed a Aymg 
and defeated man. * This Man hath done nothing 
amiss ' ; the words we feel express, as words do, 
but the edge and outside of a heart-filling con- 
viction, whose intensity is measured by the faith 
which it prompted, 'Lord, remember me when 
Thou comest into Thy kingdom.' 

Yet again this power of the Lord's character 
ended not with His life : to have been subject to it 
was a prime element of qualification for the aposto- 
late ; and it finds its full and mature expression, as 
all our deepest and greatest experiences do, when re- 
flection had displayed and realized its nature : and 
after the lapse of years the disciple records, ' We 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only B^fotten 
of the Father,' a Manhood so pure and lovely as to 
show itself for the mirror and shrine of God. 

It would be possible to exhibit the attraction 
which was supreme in the Master as possessed and 
exercised in a measure by the disciples who carried 
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His Name and message abroad, and as having 
found a new and powerful embodiment In the 
collective life of those societies which bore His 
Name, and were inspired by His Spirit. They, 
like Him, had at their outset * favour with all the 
people/ From them 'sounded out the Word of 
the Lord/ They 'shone as lights in the world/ 
We assign, then, the power of character as a first 
source of the power of the Gospel. 

9. From the personal influence of a preacher 
we turn naturally to the influence of His message. 
The intimacy of connexion between the two, 
always close, is ever closer as he who speaks is 
great and the subjects of which he speaks touch 
the deeper things of life and character. It was to 
the two combined in Jesus Christ that witness was 
borne by those who said^ ' We have heard Him 
ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ,' 
or again, * To whom shall we go 7 Thou hast the 
words of everlasting life.' In Him the word and 
the character were not only harmonious : they 
were one in their eflect. And in analysing the 
power of the Gospel, we can hardly omit one char- 
acteristic both of Christ and of His message which 
opened to them the hearts of men. In both there 
was that mysterious authority, that imperial quality, 
which belongs to pure goodness, to the divine in 
man : which is compatible with, or is increased by, 
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perfect holiness and even a retiring and unobtrusive 
character. * He shall not strive, nor cry ; neither 
shall any man hear His voice in the streets': 
that quiet command which is parodied by the self- 
assertion or the despotic utterance of the false 
prophet, which Is as undistinguishable in descrip- 
tions from its counterfeits as it is impossible to 
be confounded with them by any moderately 
clear-sighted and candid witness. In one form or 
another we are met by this quiet imperiousness 
of truth and goodness, which can no more appeal 
to anything else than the light can prove itself to 
be bright, if we do not see it to be so. It is part of 
our probation to try whether we wince and rebel at 
its touch, or submit with instinctive confidence and 
brave humility to its scrutiny and its guidance. 

But I would rather emphasize another point yet 
more important. Surely nothing was more unique 
alike in Christ and His teaching than the truth, 
adequacy, and tenderness of His treatment of sin. 
It might have been right to speak first of this, 
since our Lord Himself put it first : the Gospel was 
opened by the proclamation 'Repent ye.' And 
afterwards wherever it was preached it came with 
the same cry^ * Repent ye.' It began, that is, with 
a direct and frank address to the evil, and the 
weary, burthened, despairing sense of evil, in men's 
hearts : ' Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are 
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heavy laden, and I will give you rest' And then 
the manner of its address and the secret of its 
power lay in this — that it combined what men saw 
no way to combining. It went beyond them in 
the perfect purity of its standard and ideal, and 
therefore in the complete, the searching, the un- 
compromising detection and condemnation of sin ; 
but then it spoke vrords of tenderness, of hope, and 
of love. So Christ was felt to be purely and even 
awfully holy, and yet above all loving and ap- 
proachable. As certainly as anything which is not 
explicitly recorded, if indeed it be not the true 
meaning of the record, was it this double power 
which drew to Him the woman that was a sinner. 
And His Gospel kept His power because it faith- 
fully reflected His attitude in this respect. In 
every epistle of Apostles, in every word of their 
preaching, and in the convictions of the believers, 
there appears that intense and vivid conception of 
the contrast between good and evil, which almost 
invented for itself a new vocabulary in such words 
as ^sin' and 'holiness'; and yet therewith an 
absence of all despair, because love has created 
hope, and holiness is revealed as mercy, the 
inexorable as the Redeemer. The power of this 
characteristic in the Gospel is evinced by some of 
those phenomena which are at first sight startling. 
It explains why it made most way among the 
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least promising classes. 'The publicans and the 
harlots go into the kingdom of God before you/ 
Their sins had the merit — ^if die phrase may be 
used— of being unquestionable, of defying the 
sophistries of self-deceit, atleast as such sophistry 
then stood ; they could not deny their sin, or, we 
may be sure, its misery. The inaccessible were 
those who were not spontaneously conscious of any 
plague in their own hearts, or even able to per* 
ceive it when suggested. * Ye believed him not : 
but the publicans and -the harlots believed him: 
and }re, when 3^ had seen it, repented not afterward, 
that ye might believe him.' The words refer 
primarily to John the Baptist, but in this respect 
the Lord and the Forerunner were alike. Again, 
the same reason goes far to explain why the disciples 
of the Divine Master accomplished in preaching 
and conversion so much more than Himself. What 
the gracious holiness of Christ's personal demeanour 
might convey to a woman whose heart sin had left 
tender, could be proclaimed with triumphant ex- 
plicitness by those who went forth with the Cross 
to declare, and who divined, with an instinct as 
true as it is be)rond ordinary explanation, its double 
mystery of utterest righteousness and tenderest 
love. Nothing I take to be more certain than this, 
that if we could follow in detail and below the 
surface the progress made by the Gospel, we should 
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see that it depended on no single cause so much as 
on the d^free in which different men had the courage, 
honesty, and humility required to give clearness 
to the testimony of the conscience ; the testimony, 
single or double as you please, that man's greatest 
need (in both senses of the word) is goodness. 

3. It is sometimes alleged that the prominence 
thus given to sin is an artificial and conventional 
thing. To such a challenge Christian teaching can, 
I think, give no answer but a direct contradiction, 
and an appeal to fact, as such fact, inward and 
moral, can be interpreted by the sincere and humble- 
hearted, and by them alone. But I will end by 
pointing to one characteristic of the Gospel which 
we shall perhaps welcome with a more ready 
unanimity, and in which we recc^nize beyond the 
possibility of doubt a source of its power. I mean 
the way in which Christ appealed to human instinct, 
simple, common, natural. No doubt to appeal to 
such instinct is often, at least in appearance, to 
create it When a child is told a story of heroism, 
when rough and untaught natures are softened 
by the beauty of tenderness seen or pictured, there 
is a creation of courage or gentleness where it was 
not before. But yet when the instinct is created 
we know that it is native ; that the heart has only 
gained what is its own. Thus it is that Christ's 
teaching is on one side an epoch of unrivalled 
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creativeness in the history of human instinct, while 
yet we may truly say that He only appealed to the 
natural instincts of mankind. The parable or story 
of the Good Samaritan is a leading instance of the 
kind. His merit, we should say, consisted simply 
in the fact that he followed the natural promptings 
of humanity. But if you watch the Gospels with 
this view you will see how frequent is such an 
appeal. On a subject of gravest moment in the 
existing religious circumstances, the observance of 
the Sabbath, how startlingly simple is the test and 
the appeal, repeated more than once in somewhat 
different forms I ' What man shall there be among 
you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into 
a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it^ 
and lift it out?' 'Doth not each one of you on the 
Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and 
lead him away to watering ? ' For David's conduct 
in eating the shewbread^ for that of the disciples in 
eating the ears of com, we feel that, similarly, 
instinct is the implied justification. In a parable 
which almost reminds us of the secular wisdom of 
the Book of Proverbs, so little does our Lord 
disengage the deeper spiritual meaning from the 
vehicle of practical counsel which conveys it, the 
lesson of a true humility is enforced by an appeal 
to the instinct of good society against the pushing 
and obtrusive man, and in favour of the retiring 
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man who takes the lower place till he is bidden 
higher. The. simple joyous delight of the children 
in the triumph of the gracious Teacher is accepted : 
' Have ye never read, Out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings thou hast perfected praise ? ' And 
elsewhere the simplicity of childhood's instincts is 
taken as the S}mibol of the truth-receiving nature : 
' I thank Thee, Father, because Thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes.' The unstinting enthusiasm of 
all truly directed loyalties and personal affections 
is justified s^ainst a colder and less human calcu- 
lation, when Mary's spikenard is accepted and her 
lavishness praised. Forgiveness is taught by making 
our natural indignation glow against the unforgiving 
servant. It is true that something which underlies, 
meets, reinforces the instinct, is generally not afar 
off — the lordship of the Son of Man over the 
Sabbath; the unique character of Him whom 
the children praised and for whom Mary spent ; 
the religious fact of our forgiveness by God. Still, 
we are led up to these by the road of instinct ; and 
according as the instinct is keen, as the blood stirs 
quickly or the cheek flushes readily, will be the 
response to the divine message. And in one signal 
way instinct is carried beyond itself in such sort 
as to gain thereby a double authority — ^when, 
I mean, it is taken as the sign by which we may 
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argue of the divine : ' If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your children, how 
much more shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask Him?' ^Hear 
what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God 
avenge His own elect ? ' ' Joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth.' 

I do not say that this appeal of Christ to human 
instinct, this naturalness in His Voice, was the 
thing which gave it most power: but we cannot 
mistake its force. ' Well, Master, Thou hast said 
the truth/ It was not merely the compliment of 
the professional expert to the teacher who could so 
readily meet with an answer at once original and 
Rabbinical the thrust of a sudden question : it was 
the testimony of the man to the appeal which 
reached through his dialectic to the man's heart 
within, and drew out from it, as the keys of life, 
those two root instincts of our coounon nature, the 
love of God and the love of man. Certainly we 
shall be right in saying that this was one of the 
characteristics which gave the word of Christ access 
so direct and so unmistakable to ready and pre- 
pared hearts. 

Ready and prepared hearts! In such words 
there escapes from our lips the moral which, in 
passing over such ground as we have now traversed, 
shapes itself with increasing distinctness in our 
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hearts. For this * wisdom which is from above* 
does not thrust itself upon men ; it ' does not strive 
nor cry, neither does any man hear its voice in the 
streets ' : but with the still small voice of which we 
know the source by the tone it speaks to the pre- 
pared heart ; the honest heart, which will not flinch 
from truth; the eager heart, hungry and athirst 
for righteousness; the pure heart, in which no 
secretly cherished sin rebels or sophisticates against 
truth, whether it be pure by innocence, so that the 
natural impulses spring upunstunted and undimmed 
to welcome truth, or pure by penitence, when 
they are replaced by the eager instinct of the 
contrite spirit, and the deeply felt consciousness of 
need; the free heart, in which space is kept for 
something besides care or pleasure to enter, and 
there is quietness to ponder and receive it; the 
humble heart, which hears meekly and receives 
with true affection, even though it be bidden to 
heffn as a little child, that it may enter the king- 
dom, and to end as an unprofitable servant, that 
all may be of God and nothing of itself. 

The motto of the school of Christ is written by 
the Master Himself across its portal : * He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear.' It is meant alike for 
those who, as yet, stand outside and look up un- 
decided to go in, and for those who, perhaps with 
too easy a bearing, daily pass the door and enter* 
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* They pnt new wine into new bottles, and both axe pteienped.'— 
Matt. iz. 17. 

On Whit-Sunday the Christian Church keeps 
her birthday, for on this day she became what she 
essentially is, the spiritual society, the home of the 
spiritual religion — she received the Spirit. 

The * spiritual ' religion. What is meant by this 
term ? In religious discussions among us the term 
is always being used and 3ret not very often defined. 
In the ordinary English mind the term ' spiritual ' 
still carries with it associations of indefiniteness. 
The ' spiritual ' is supposed to be opposed to the 
'material,' and so to anything tangible, visible, 
definite : or ' spiritual ' is opposed to what is ' literal * 
in interpretation—it is metaphorical, and so again 
indefinite. 

Thus external ordinances, because they are 
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external, rules that are definite because they are 
definite, truths that are exactly stated because they 
are exactly stated, are more or less commonly 
supposed to be unspiritual and contrary to the 
character of the spiritual religion. 

Now this state of mind is in fact due to a funda- 
mental mistake which a little steady thinking ought 
to uproot. 

To consider the question as a matter of language. 
'Spiritual' in the New Testament is scarcely, in 
fact, opposed to what is material or visible, but only 
to what is carnal — to that in which the higher part 
of our nature is dragged' at the heels of the lower. 
Thus the birth of Isaac is spiritual — ^ he was bom,' 
St. Paul says, * after the Spirit,' while the birth of 
Ishmael is carnal * after the flesh ' ; not because the 
birth of Isaac was one whit less vbible or material 
than the birth of Ishmael, but because it came 
about so as to express a spiritual and divine 
purpose, and not as the outcome of mere physical 
passion. Or, again, what is spiritual may be 
opposed to what is formal — to an act, that is, 
which is external only and has no moral meaning 
behind it. So St. Paul speaks of circumcision 
which is 'in the letter,' that is in external form 
only, and not *in the spirit,' as having nothing 
moral corresponding to it ; but, on the other hand, 
the supremely spiritual act, the act of Christ when 
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' in His eternal Spirit He offered Himself without 
spot to God/ gains its meaning through its being 
visible and enacted in the flesh, — ' it was an offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.' Once 
again, there is one passage where * spiritually ' 
means metaphorically or allegorically in the matter 
of interpretation, the passage in the Apocalypse in 
which the city is spoken of, which ' spiritually ' is 
called Sodom or Egypt, where it is implied that 
these sinful cities have a mystical meaning, because 
their sinfulness represented a principle wider than 
themselves. But this use of the word * spiritually ' 
is unique in the New Testament, and in itself it 
only implies that certain definite outward objects 
and incidents enshrine eternal principles. 

Positively, then, what does the New Testament 
language teach us to understand by the spiritual 
religion, as opposed to what is carnal, or formal, or 
unreal ? The central idea of the Spirit is that of life : 
the Christian Church is spiritual because in a unique 
sense she, as on this day, received the communica- 
tion of Divine Life, in its threefold form of power, 
of knowledge, and of love. 

The Spirit is power: as for the 'letter' — ^the 
written laws of the Old Covenant — it could effect 
nothing. It could inform the conscience or terrify 
it, but it could not strengthen the will and make it 
effective for good ; but the Spirit gave life, so that 
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the ' requirements of the law are fulfilled in us who 
walk after the Spirit/ Again, the Spirit is know- 
ledge : as for the ritual ordinances of the old law, 
they were dumb forms; they carried with them 
little information, or such information as witnessed 
to their own inadequacy, but the Spirit fulfils the 
heart of the Christian with a joyful intelligence of 
the mind and character of God, a happy insight 
into the meaning of all he is required to do. Once 
more, the Spirit is love : as for the old law, it laid 
injunctions upon men which had to be obeyed, 
simply as they were enjoined, with nothing more 
than the obedience of slaves ; but the men of the 
new covenant have received the Spirit of God, 
and, one spirit with Him, they act in conscious 
correspondence with His redemptive purpose, and 
serve in the glad co-operation of loving sons. 

Power; intelligence; love-^power from God, 
intelligence of God and His purposes, love to God 
in Himself and in His creatures — these make up 
the content of spirituality. But power, intelligence, 
love, as they are represented in human beings, 
beings of body and of soul, beings linked to one 
another in outward fellowship, can be in no sort of 
opposition to the world of matter and form. So 
holy is this human flesh, this thing of matter and 
form, that the Son of God has taken it for ever 
into His own Person, and glorified it in the God- 
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head. Acts the most spiritual, then, like the 
sacrifice of Jesus, are not one whit less spiritual 
because they are external ; truth, the more spiri- 
tually it is known, is so known as to be expressed 
the more exactly; life, the more spiritual it is, 
becomes the more definite in purpose and concrete 
in result. The acceptable worship, the worship ^ in 
spirit and in truth,' is as much an external worship 
as that supreme worship which the Son of Man 
offered to the Father in the sacrifice of Calvary, 
or offers still at the glory of the right hand ; but it 
is worship which enlists all the full energy of will, 
and intelligence, and love. 

The Christian Church had, very early in her 
career, an opportunity of showing that she did 
not conceive spirituality to be in any antagonism 
at all to external religion. She came out in her 
earliest history into a philosophical atmosphere 
impregnated with what is called 'dualism' — ^that 
is, the assertion of the antagonism of the flesh and 
the spirit. Greek philosophy in its youth, in spite 
of its intense realization of the beauty of outward 
form, never succeeded in shaking off this delusion : 
upon its old age it returned with powerful rein- 
forcements and brought it into captivity. The 
reinforcements lay in that wave of Oriental in- 
fluence which in the early centuries of our era 
flooded our Western world. All the then prevalent 
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sects of Gnosticism and Manichaeisnii all the forms 
of philosophical dualism, had this in common — 
they thought of evil as lying, more or less com- 
pletely, in the material world, in the flesh ; they 
thought of the material world as too low, too vile, 
to be in direct contact with God or the direct work 
of His hand ; they thought that true religion lay 
not in the consecration of material and common 
things, but in getting aloof from them and separate 
from them. To get away from the body was to 
get near to God, and the h^hest religious state 
was that rapt ecstasy in which the soul, having 
become unconscious of all external surroundings 
and independent of all bodily afEnities, could 
contemplate God. The Church's primary and 
great conflict was with this temper of mind as 
represented in Gnosticism. There is, I believe, no 
later struggle in which her true principles emei^e 
so clearly, as certainly there was none in which she 
had to struggle so hard for very life. The opposing 
principles came to the front in a fourfold theory : — 
(i) That the material world could not be directly 
the handiwork of the good God, the Father of Jesus 
Christ. 

(2) That God could not actually by incarnation 
have taken into Himself the human flesh and been 
born and suffered and died. 

(3) That the Old Testament, as earthy and sense- 
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bound, could not be the work of the same God as 
the New. 

(4) That the acceptance in faith of a definite creed 
and definite ordinances and definite Scriptures 
might be good enough for the vulgar and ordinary 
Christian, but the inner circle of the perfect and 
the illuminated, the spiritual men, soared above 
those restrictions and were independent of them. 

To these positions the Christian Church in its 
different parts returned a blank negative. 

(1) The whole world, they said, material and 
spiritual, is of one creation : it is rebel wills that 
are the source of moral evil, not material nature, 
which is God's work, and rightly used is very 
good. 

(2) So good is material nature, that God has 
really entered into it and assumed for ever the 
human flesh. 

(3) The Old Testament is of one piece with the 
New, and is to be interpreted on that principle of 
gradual development which is a conspicuous law 
of the divine working, and by which the spiritual 
destiny of the universe gradually appears. 

(4) The outward ordinances (the fixed tradition 

• 

and Scriptures, the ministry, sacraments, and 
discipline of the Church) are part of her essence 
and belong to her glory. You in the pagan world, 
or you who borrow the pagan principle, may have 
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one sort of religion for the intellectual and another 
for the simple. But it is the glory of our reli^on 
that she puts them on the same basis; declares 
every man susceptible of spiritual perfection, and 
holds them all together from birth to death — high 
and low, rich and poor, one with another. 

Life in God, knowledge of God, communion with 
God, may be to the pagan only the ultimate goal 
of the rapt ecstatic, or the privilege of a philosophic 
self-abstraction from the things of sense, possible to 
a very few ; we say to all men, ' Take it as the gift 
of God, made tangible and visible in common ordi- 
nances ; the submitting to be taught a creed, the 
reception of a washing of water and a laying on of 
hands, the common partaking of bread and wine — 
these are simple unostentatious acts which all are 
capable of, which all can approach. But through 
these common things of the common world our 
God, who took, and wears, our common flesh, still 
communicates His hidden essence.' 

This was her boast; and these sacramental 
principles of the Church (we are bound to note) 
antedated long the development of ritual. Elabo- 
rate ritual is to the catholic Churchman, who 
knows his principles, never more than a matter of 
variable expediency. At least, in early days a 
Christian like Tertullian was not less sacramental 
for being very puritanical. People are scandalized. 
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he says, by the simplicity of our sacraments : they 
contrast the commonness of the means with the 
greatness of the gift promised. The heathen rites, 
on the other hand, gain imposingness by pomp. 
But with us a man descends into the water^ and 
a few words are spoken* and he is washed, and 
there is no apparatus or elaboration ; and for this 
very reason it seems improbable that the gift of 
eternal life should have been conveyed. But what 
a miserable incredulity, cries TertuUian, have we 
here, which denies to God His proper attributes — 
simplicity and power 1 

The Church, then, is the home of the spiritual 
religion because she, in special and pre-eminent 
sense, is endowed with the Spirit of Christ, the 
Spirit of power, and intelligence, and love. And 
the manifold gifts of this Spirit are distributed in 
such a way as befits the * household of God,' in 
which men are to be * fed with their portion of 
meat in due season.' Each stage of life has its 
special need : each special need has its appropriate 
gift, and the appropriate gift has its ordained 
channel: all is ordered and simple as befits a 
household of security and peace. The beginning 
of the new life, which Christianity perpetuates from 
Christ, lies in that regenerating act of God upon 
the soul, in which by the Holy Spirit's action it is 
united to Christ and admitted into the fellowship 
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of His holy body; and this regenerating act is 
ministered through an outward channel which is 
symbolical and also more — ^the ordinance of washing, 
— which symbolizes and also conveys the cleansing 
gift of the new life. And next to birth comes 
strengthening. The strength of the Christian, as 
also his consecration to share in the priesthood and 
royalty of Christ, lies In the inward presence of the 
Holy Ghost, and this gift of the Holy Ghost is 
communicated since apostolic days by the laying 
on of hands. And the life imparted must be 
nourished: and again the perpetual nourishing of 
the new life out of the fullness of the Christ is 
effected through the operation of the Holy Ghost 
upon the simple symbolical elements of bread 
and wine, mingling the heavenly with the earthly 
things. 

It is by the same principle that the general 
human instinct, which is recognized in Christian 
marriage, has its benediction in a special ordinance 
giving definiteness and sanctity to the mutual 
engagements of man and wife. So also that 
original distinction in the Christian society of the 
pastor and the flock is emphasized by a special 
ordination which solemnly conveys in outward form 
the consecrating and empowering of the man to his 
share in the apostoUc ministry ; and through the 
outward form is pledged the accompaniment of the 
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inward qualifying gift Once more, the scandalous 
sin which outrages the Christian community, or the 
secret sin which burdens the troubled and per- 
plexed conscience, has its appropriate remedy in 
the special discipline of penitence, which, first 
public and then private, at one time voluntary, at 
another compulsory, at one time occasional, at 
another normal, has ever remained a permanent 
fact of the Church tradition — an outward ceremony 
of penitence and restoration, which is accompanied 
by a spiritual and heavenly acquittal, and is a part 
of that rich storage of graces with which the Church 
encompasses our varying needs, and leads us on 
from the font where she has baptized us to the 
death-bed where she still with holy rites ushers us 
into the unseen world. The Church is the home 
of the Spirit, whose manifold gifts are ordered and 
distributed in correspondence with our advancing 
needs : as she is also the home of a definite dis* 
closure of God, who has communicated Himself to 
man, and revealed Himself in the Person of His 
Son. 

This idea of the Church, as one states it, seems 
most credible, most naturaL The strength of its 
appeal to tradition, to the earliest traditions of 
many Churches, is undoubted. Its sanction in 
the language of the New Testament is hardly 
more open to question ; while, once again^ it is in 
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conspicuous agreement with the needs of men, and 
ivith what one may call the principle of the Incar- 
nation: the dignity which the Incarnation gives 
to material things. But there is no idea so true 
as not to admit of being abused. And, in fact, this 
Church idea has so degenerated at times into for- 
malism, or materialism, or tyranny, as to account 
for, if not wholly to justify, reactions — reactions 
which are one-sided. It is only so that it could 
have come about, as, conspicuously, in our own 
country, that St. Paul's doctrine of justification 
by faith could be put into opposition to what is 
also St Paul's own doctrine of Church and sacra- 
ments, and identified with a party of its own ; 
while it has been left to another less defined party 
to reiterate that all religion has after all no other 
end or test than the production of good living. 
What is it but a miserable and foolish one-sided- 
ness that can ever have put these truths into 
antagonism one to another ? For St Paul's doctrine 
of justification by faith, what is it ? It means that 
what justifies a man, or puts him into a relation 
of acceptance with God, is not anything material 
or external, like circumcision, or any methodical 
observance of a prescribed rule, such as the 
Jewish law; but something more true to man's 
fundamental dependence upon God : it is the 
surrender of man's beii^; into the hand of God, 
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considered as making in Christ the simple offer 
of His love. Wearied with his efforts to justify 
himself, wearied with his own false independence, 
man, at last, within or without the discipline of 
the Jewish law, learns to find his true peace 
in surrendering at discretion to God, and simply 
accepting the offer of His love. This is justi«- 
fying faith : it establishes the right relation of 
the soul to God. But it is the beginning, not 
the end, of that relation. The man grows ' from 
faith to faith,' or (again in St. Paul's words) he 
' has access by faith into that grace wherein ' for 
the future ' he stands.' That is, the believing soul, 
whose simple surrender to God's promises has 
removed all the obstacles to his justification, is 
baptized in the 'bath of regeneration,' 'baptized 
into Christ' He receives the Spirit, he enters into 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ. 
In this new position the function of his faith is 
changed. Intellectually it dwells upon the person 
of the Redeemer and passes from faith into know- 
ledge ; morally it keeps hold of God who has appre- 
hended it, and also it becomes a perpetual corre- 
spondence with the movements of the Spirit whom 
it has received — a perpetual assimilation, mandu- 
cation, appropriation of spiritual gifts. But all 
this doctrine of faith is in no kind of antagonism 
to the doctrine of the Church and the sacraments 
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rightly understood. Everywhere life and growth 
consist in an appropriation by an organism of 
what is supplied to it from without. This holds 
good in the spiritual life. The Church is, in recent 
language, the environment of the soul. The sacra* 
ments constitute the external supply. The supply 
is real The sacramental gifts are valid through 
the Spirit's action without any effort on our part. 
They are God's gifts simply. But their whole 
effect on us depends on the degree of assimilative 
and appropriative effort — ^the degree of faith— 
which we exercise. According to our faith is it 
done to us. This was the law of Christ's physical 
healings : the instrument of healing was the power 
of virtue which went out from His sacred person. 
But the effect in each case was dependent on the 
response of faith. Where there was no faith there 
was no healing. According to their faith it was 
done to men. Their faith it was that made them 
whole. So it is with our Lord's work of spiritual 
recreation now that He is at the right hand of 
God. The restorative power, of which His sacra- 
ments are the ordained channels, depends for its 
efficacy in each case (not for its reality, I say, but 
for its effect) on the response of faith. Nor is it that 
the gift from without is God's, and the response 
from within simply our own act. Nay 1 within us 
and without it is the Spirit's action. From without 
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He comes to us with gifts of grace, in all the 
organized system of His Church : He works within 
to quicken our coldness and to overcome our 
wilfulness, till we exhibit the free and eager 
response of a converted heart to the offer of God. 
And all the external supply of grace, and all the 
inner response of faith, is but a means to that 
which is the only end of all religion — the renewal 
of the soul, of the whole man, into the image 
of Him who created it. Brethren, need we be for 
ever in reactions ? Let us who believe profoundly 
in the sacraments see to it that we never let them, 
so far as lies in us, be spoken of, or treated, or used 
as charms. Let us give no countenance, for instance, 
to any use of baptism such as would allow children 
to be baptized where there is no fair prospect of 
their being brought up to understand the meaning 
of their Christian vocation — a use, I believe, utterly 
contrary to fundamental Christian principles. Let 
us see to it that on our side there is no failure to 
preach the necessity of the faith which alone 
justifies, and of the converted will. Let us see to 
it that we never allow in our thoughts or our 
language any other measure of ecclesiastical success 
than the promotion of holiness, the promotion of 
goodness, in the actual lives of men. Let us see 
to it we are not one-sided ; and then we may have 
better hopes of reunion among ourselves in our 
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own Church of England. For to St. Paul the three 
aspects of truth which, more or less roughly, have 
been identified with three parties in our Church, 
are not opposites but correlatives. Three times he 
states the essence of the true religion in antithesis 
to the externalism of the Judaists, and three times 
in different terms. ' Circumcision,' he cries three 
times over, 'is nothing, and uncircumcision is 
nothing, but • • • faith working by love.' Do you 
ask what is the essence of true religion viewed as 
the response of man to God ? It is operative faith. 
And again ... * the keeping of the commandments 
of God.' Do you ask what is true religion con- 
sidered in its end and fruit? It is actual con- 
formity of our lives to the divine requirements. 
But once again • . . ' a new creature \* Do you 
ask what is the essence of true religion considered 
from the side of God? It is that new creative 
act, the new creative act of grace, which in all its 
stages finds its expression in the Church and its 
instruments in the sacraments. The system of 
grace, the response of faith, the result in obedience 
— brethren, these are not opposites, they are the 
correlatives the one of the other : they are all of 
the essence of the one spiritual religion. 

But it will be said or felt — ^Yes, it is all very 
well: this Church theory, the doctrine of sacra* 

* G«L T. 6 ; TL 15 ; I Cor. tit 19. 
£ 
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ments, is natural and coherent enough — scriptural 
enough indeed, if you will. But if it comes seriously 
to believing it, one must ask, Is it not in too 
manifest conflict with facts? This suggestion of 
exclusive channels of grace, does it square with 
facts, with the wide and promiscuous diffusion of 
spiritual excellence as the record of history and 
the experience of life present it? Nay I I must 
have a freer theory. Verily *the wind bloweth 
^ere it listeth ' — so is the movement of the free 
Spirit 

Ah, 3^s 1 who could deny it ? The Spirit breath- 
eth where He listeth. All life is His in nature and 
in man. There is no being which lies outside the 
action of the Eternal Word or His Spirit. Every 
movement of good in man anywhere is of His 
breathing. Everywhere, under His inspiration, 
men are seeking afler God, ' if haply they may 
feel after Him and find Him,' and * in every nation 
he that feareth God and worketh righteousness,' 
feareth and worketh with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, and in Him is accepted of God. God is 
not tied to any special channels. There are no 
such things as exclusive means of grace, means of 
grace as to which one can say, ' God worketh here, 
not elsewhere.' But this, after all, is no novel 
concession. ' Deus non obligatur sacramentis suis,' 
it was said of old. In all ages thoughtful theo- 
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logians of all schools have seen that truths like 
these are involved in the recognition of the father- 
hood of God, and His all-rectifying and impartial 
justice. 'But then, what is it you claim for the 
sacraments?' Just what is involved in the idea 
of ' covenant/ and in the idea of ' the household ' 
of God. The state of covenant carries us into 
a region beyond that of dim and anxious seekii^. 
It involves a clear disclosure of Himself by God, 
and, corresponding with this, clear and distinct 
bestowals and promises of grace. A household is 
a place where food and nurture is definitely and 
8}^tematically provided. The joy of Christians is 
the joy of sons in their father's household, children 
of the covenant. This is what we claim for sacra- 
ments : not that they are exclusive channels of grace, 
so that God cannot give except by them the gifts 
of His love : but that in them only, as elements in 
His unique covenant, are definite graces pledged 
and guaranteed by the divine fidelity, so that the 
faithful Christian transcends the conditions of 
anxious inquiry and passes into the r^on where 
he faithfully welcomes the assured gift, and fear- 
lessly uses it as indeed given. 

And if you press the question further and ask. 
Does not your theory of the security of the 
covenant involve the conception of 'valid sacra- 
ments' — ^sacraments, that is, that are only valid 
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when they are celebrated by persons properly 
ordained in the due transmission of apostolical 
authority? and does not this theory leave out of 
account what is, at least in Anglo-Saxon Chris- 
tianity, an immense and solid part of the working 
force of Christianity ? — I answer. We must hold 
to this doctrine of apostolic succession as bound 
up with the validity at least of some of the sacra- 
ments. The idea of an ordained stewardship of 
divine gifts is inseparably associated both in idea 
and in history with the sacramental s}rstem. But 
what is meant by valid sacraments? The Greek 
word pifiaios and the Latin word validus have 
a definite meaning. The opposite of secure or 
valid is not non-existent, but precarious. The fact 
that God promises to give in one way does not 
destroy His power to give in another. It were 
blasphemy, then, to deny the Spirit's action where 
we see the Spirit's fruits. It is impossible for one 
who thinks seriously to ignore or underrate the 
vast debt which English Christianity owes to Non- 
conformist bodies — to bodies which have fallen quite 
outside the action of the apostolic ministry. But 
was there not a cause ? If we consider the sins, 
the scandalous n^lect and sluggishness of the 
Church, is it so very wonderful that God should 
have worked largely and freely outside the ap- 
pointed and authorized ministries? We should 
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think it blasphemy, I say, to deny the spiritual 
experience of the past or the present, even as 
presented from outside, as to the freedom of the 
divine [action. Still less could we dream of asking 
any one who is not himself a Churchman to be 
false to his own experience. But we may ask men 
to be completely true to the whole of experience. 
Now one part of experience is surely the disastrous 
present effect of our divisions. No serious Chris- 
tian can fail to desire most earnestly restored 
fellowship among Christians. Something is so very 
wrong at present that we must ask over again, and 
more and more as circumstances throw back each 
man upon first principles, What is the divinely 
intended basis or form of the Christian religion ? 
And the answer is, 'By one Spirit were we all 
baptized into one body.' The one body — ^you 
view it in history, you trace it back to apostolic 
days — certainly its main lineaments are through- 
out unmistakable. There have been many partial 
developments and causes of division, and local 
beliefs and changing customs and .laws. But there 
is the one tradition of the faith in its central 
features constant and original: there are the 
apostolic Scriptures, the canon of which gradually 
takes the place of the living authority of apostolic 
teachers, as the ultimate court of Christian appeal : 
there is the system of the sacraments: there is 
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the apostolically commissioned ministry, with its 
stewardship of the gifts of truth and grace. These, 
as parts of the organism of the Spirit, constitute 
for the whole of the first fifteen centuries the fabric 
of Christianity. Since the Reformation it is not 
too much to say that historical inquiry in general, 
and in our own days, biblical criticism, have ren- 
dered it increasingly difficult to tear the Bible out 
of the structure of the Church, out of the organism 
of which it forms a part. Nor is it possible to 
find in original Christianity a ' liberty of prophesy- 
ing' which left men independent of the visible 
Church: not in apostolic days, if the Acts of 
the Apostles, and the Pastoral Epistles, and St 
Matthew's Gospel are true witnesses : not in later 
days, unless we do violence to the existing evidence 
and make of Montanism the truly conservative 
movement. 

Nay ; the more steadily we contemplate Chris- 
tianity as it comes from the hands of the Apostles, 
the more certainly we see that the spiritual religion 
is a reUgion which has form and body, is a religion 
made definite in outward acts, is a religion which 
has external discipline. 'New wine must be put 
into new bottles,' said our Lord* He did in fact 
turn His back upon Jewish ordinances. He did 
discard the old bottles. He did put His new wine 
— ^the wine that is still new, the wine of the living 
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Spirit — into new bottles, and both have been 
preserved. 

It is the glory of the English Church that at the 
Reformation she would not, under the pressure of 
the new movement, discard the old structure. She 
neither repudiated the new appeal, nor discarded the 
old claims. She made mistakes, no doubt But 
in the main she approved herself a wise steward, 
bringihg forth out of her treasury things new and 
old. Therefore does our Church stand in such 
a unique position of promise among the Churches 
of Christendom at the present moment. 

Now again there are new demands. The de- 
mands of new Churches in Africa and India and 
Japan: the demands of a criticism of fresh 
thoroughness upon our sacred documents: the 
demand of the new democracy upon our social 
institutions. These demands are deep, and in 
large part l^itimate. They cannot be met with 
merely old answers. But when we are about to 
throw ourselves into what is new — ^we who know 
the serious responsibility which rests upon us as 
trustees of religion for the after time— we shall take 
a long steady look into the old ; we shall ask what 
are those elements of Christianity which through all 
changes have been hitherto permanent Now the 
sacramental system, the visible Church, the minis- 
terial succession, these are more fundamental than 
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the colouring with which at different times our 
English aristocracy, or Tudor monarchy, or a 
mediaeval feudalism has overlaid them. They 
pass back into what one may call the constitutional 
fraternity of the early Church. There those insti- 
tutions were representative in character and fraternal 
in administration. Let them be so again. Let the 
hearts of the fathers be towards the children, and of 
the children towards the fathers. 'For by one 
Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether 
we be Jews or Greeks, bond or free, and we were 
all given to drink of one Spirit/ 



IV 
THE STRENGTH OF GOD 

Delivbrkd Sunday, October 12, 1890, by the Rev. W. W. 
Merry, Public Orator op the University. 

RECTOR OF LINCOLN COLLEGE 

' Behold, God is mighty, and detpiseth not any.'— Job zzxvi. 5. 

This short and striking estimate of the Divine 
nature might well arrest our attention, wheresoever 
we might have found it recorded. It deepens our 
interest to find it in that marvellouB poetic story of 
ancient days — ^the Book of Job— which sets forth 
in vivid, dramatic form those questionings and 
those mysteries which are ever old and ever new — 
the relation of suffering to sin ; the compatibility 
of divine power and goodness; the meaning of 
chastisement ; the hope of a final redemption. 

It is important, too, that we should notice the 
point in the drama at which the words occur. 
Elihu has already set out his views with some 
fulness ; but now, with a sort of serious daring, he 
announces that he has yet much to speak on God's 



58 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

behalf — 'to fetch knowledge,* as he phrases it, 
'from afar, and to ascribe righteousness to his 
Maker/ 

You will remember how the lines of the action 
of the book reach this point Eliphaz has fallen 
short of any satisfactory presentment of God's 
relation to maa He is a slave to rule and formula ; 
to dogma and stereotyped idea. Although he is 
not out of sympathy with his afflicted friend, hia 
estimate of Job's position shows neither breadth 
nor elasticity of view. Bildad stands at a lower 
level. He is unable to rise above the most con- 
ventional ideas of the moral government of the 
world. His loftiest thought ends with the incom- 
prehensible majesty of God, and the nothingness 
of man. There was little help for Job so far, in 
the comments of his comforters. But even these 
shallow and incomplete conceptions are adequate 
and liberal, contrasted with the narrow bigotry of 
Zophar, who can see nothing in his friend's trials 
beyond a clear proof of his wickedness and hypo- 
crisy. Here Elihu steps forward ; the reluctance 
of a young man's diffidence being overcome by the 
strength of his righteous indignation. He is dis* 
satisfied with Job's self*vindication, which seems 
to reflect dishonour upon God ; but his wrath is 
kindled against the three friends who have hitherto 
spoken, because 'they had found no answer, yet 



ly. THE STRENGTH OF GOD 59 

had they condemned Job.' Elihu sees what the 
others had fisuled to note — ^tfaat chastisement is not 
simply penal or vindictive ; that it has a far larger 
scope, admonitory, deterrent, disciplinary^ remedial. 
Thus, Job's afBiction had been cruelly misrepre- 
sented ; but Job himself was not free from blame. 
He had failed to understand the indissoluble union 
of the justice and goodness of God ; he had not 
fully realized that His almighty power could not 
be associated with znything like neglect for the 
weakest of His creatures. ' Behold, God is mighty, 
and despiseth not any.' 

We are repelled by the thought of a being of 
vast power, using that power for no beneficent 
purpose, but in profound security of its possession 
despising the weakness of those who cannot menace 
it. Tint the picture as you please, you will not 
alter the main effect. Tone it delicately-— ^nd yoo 
see the gods of Epicurus in their golden houses, 
smiling at the cry that comes up from the struggling 
world below them. Paint it in coarse and lurid 
colours-— and you have Caliban's conception of 
Setebos, * altogether such an one as himself; 
a being of mere reckless caprice. This is Caliban's 
idea of the use of power : — 

'Am itroiig myidf eompftred to yonder crabs, 
That march now from the monntain to the tea. 
*Let twenty pass, and stone the twenty-first; 
Loving not, hating not, hot just choosing so. 
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Or, if you desire to see a still more definite com- 
bination of power with contemptuousness, you 
might seek it among the ruins and the rock-tombs 
of Egyptj and note the quiet scorn expressed in 
the features of gods and kings. The soul of the 
worshipper must have sunk within him, as he 
looked in the face of the deity, whose favour he 
sought, or whose vengeance he deprecated. Carven 
across the powerful breast and shoulders he would 
see the sceptre and the flail — emblems of sove- 
reignty and punishment ; and on the supercilious 
brow and tranquil lips a bland look of ineffable 
indifference, that regarded with equal calmness the 
joy or the agony of his votary. Or, look at that 
royal tomb. There is a procession of captives 
rank after rank, with the halter round their necks. 
In the midst stands the gigantic form of a Rameses, 
sword in hand, serene and unruffled, while the poor 
victims pass along to slavery or death. Such 
a petty tragedy as this could never break his 
contemptuous calmt This picture seems to me 
infinitely more terrible than the most violent pre- 
sentation of fury or malevolence. Malevolence 
admits the importance of its foes ; their overthrow 
is worth the trouble of effort and struggle, of 
scheme and intrigue. But here is the exhibition 
of mere power, not startled from its even balance 
by the sense of formidable antagonism, nor thawed 
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from its icy indifference by one soft breath of 
mercy or compassion. It is indeed a mightiness 
that despiseth. 

The most splendid imagery in the Book of Job 
is employed in the setting forth of the power of 
God. The pillars of heaven tremble at His reproof 
— His lightning goeth forth, and after it a voice 
roareth — He spreadeth out the sky — He shutteth 
up the sea with doors, and layeth the foundations 
of the earth — ^the stars in their courses follow the 
guidance of His hand — He saith to the rain and 
to the snow, ' Be thou upon earth ' — ^with God is 
terrible majesty. And when by these fast-suc- 
ceeding pictures of the divine glory our thoughts 
have been profoundly stirred, till we seem now to 
be lifted up to the heaven above, where stands His 
throne, now to be carried down to the depth 
beneath, that is naked and open to His eyes ; and 
when we think we have reached— as the Psalmist 
says — ^'an end of all perfection,' we are quietly 
reminded that we are but looking at the banning 
of the revelation, the outward skirts of the glory, 
even as it was shown to Moses, when the Lord 
passed by. * Lo, these are parts of His ways,' cries 
Job : ' but how little a portion is heard of Him ; 
the thunder of His power who can understand?' 
Such thoughts, unsoftened or unrelieved, are crush- 
ing to human weakness. The terrible sense of 
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overwhelming power may come upon a man's soul 
even in the midst of his devotion, and force from 
his lips the bitter cry, ' Think no scorn of me, lest 
I be like them that go down to the pit ; despise 
not the work of Thine own hands/ 

In his humiliation the worshipper seems to regard 
such scorn as only natural. He deprecates it ; but 
yet it seems conceivable. 

Thus we feel that the noblest thoughts in Elihu's 
speeches are most happily summed up in the words 
chosen for our text. They express a thorough 
sense of the perfect union of power and goodness 
in the attributes of the great Judge of all the earth. 

This union is regarded throughout the Bible as 
the sure ground for man's humility and man's hope. 
We hear the announcement of it again and again 
in the prophetic books, while it sounds in a full 
harmony in the Gospels. When Christ was re- 
vealed as ' the brightness of the Father's glory and 
the express image of His person/ He taught us to 
base the very possibility of all our prayer on this 
sense of God's power and goodness. ' After this 
manner therefore pray ye, •* Our Father which art 
in Heaven " * — as though He would say, ' Think of 
Him as Maker and Lord of all, dwelling in the 
light which no one can approach unto: and yet, 
come to His throne, as children come to their 
father/ 
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We cannot face the thought of power and 
majesty unless it is tempered by the assurance of 
kindness and gradousness. And so, when St Paul 
sought for words wherewith to characterize the 
law and the commandment of God, he was 
obliged to group his epithets together. No one 
word was broad enough to express their manifold 
qualities. 'The law is holy/ he writes, 'and the 
commandment holy, and just, and good.' The 
first of his three epithets is meant to describe the 
awful sanctity of the divine law. It was in this 
shape that it was announced to Israel, as they lay 
encamped before Sinai. Every circumstance that 
attended its promulgation was superhuman and 
terrifjdng — the thick darkness, the thunder-peal, 
and the voice of words which forced Moses to 
confess, * I exceedingly fear and quake.' The very 
holiness of the law kept men at a distance. But 
it was also 'just' Here it came into immediate 
contact with human life, measuring with a righteous 
measure and judging with strict judgement ; weigh- 
ing the result of men's lives against the chances 
and opportunities that had been presented to them, 
and leavii^ the decision to be ratified by the echo 
of conscience. Yet both these aspects of the divine 
law appal us. Our mortal frailty sinks at the 
sight of its holiness : our sense of sinfulness finds 
little comfort in the contemplation of its justice. 
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But, says the Apostle, ' the commandment is good.' 
There is a sense of relief in this word: it has 
a sound of sympathy. We have left the beetling 
crags of Sinai for the homes of men. We seem to 
be dealing no longer with a system, but with a 
person, in whose breast a human heart is beating. 
' The commandment is good ' : it blends the exer- 
cise of mercy with that of justice : it is full of 
consideration: it is instinct with charity: it 'can 
have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that 
are out of the way.' The smallest, the weakest, 
the most fearful are drawn to it, because it is 
'good/ For this goodness is very tender. It 
keenly appreciates the rights of the least, as well 
as of the greatest Nothing is too unimportant for 
its kindly eye ; nothing so humUe as to be beneath 
the help of its gracious care. Herein is the glory 
of God's law, and of every law that is modelled 
upon the divine pattern. It is very ' mighty»' but 
it ' despiseth not any.' 

The true greatness of a man's nature may some* 
times seem at first sight to be nothing more than 
the simple expression of an innate magnanimity, 
which has grown with his growth and strengthened 
with his strength. More likely is it the grand 
result of a long struggle against his lower self; the 
victory after a steady fight against conceit and 
prejudice ; the ripe wisdom of one who has grasped 
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the meaning of life, and has learned why he must 
sympathize with his fellow men. But this is a 
lesson which some of us find too hard to learn, or 
too difficult to retain. Is there not a real tempta- 
tion to despise the defenceless ? Do we not touch 
with respectful caution anything that can retaliate, 
that can give sharp expression to its wounded 
feelings — ^whether it be man or beast? But that 
which is powerless, or which endures in silence, we 
are apt to treat with a careless freedom — I will 
not say * with cruelty,' but with something which 
savours too strongly of contempt It was to meet 
the case of such and suchlike temptation, that our 
Lord, with His gracious hands upon the children's 
heads, looked round upon the disciples who stood 
about Him, and said, * See that ye despise not one 
of these little ones/ It is as true for us as for 
them: we cannot afford to do so; not only be- 
cause of our own shortcomings, but because of our 
own shortsightedness in estimating others, and, 
above all, because of the preciousness of each in- 
dividual in the sight of that God, who is ' mighty, 
and despiseth not any/ 

When shall we learn that contemptuousness and 
greatness of soul cannot exist tc^ether ? I read in 
the legend of the Round Table, how that 

No knight of Arthur's noblest dealt in scorn. 

Such a graceless spirit was left to the treacherous 

F 
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Vivien; or to Modred, misshapen in body and 
soul, — Modred 

With sikot smile* of slow dispan^eiii^t 

Let us look to the nobility of our knighthood, lest 
there be more of Modred in us than of Percival or 
Galahad. 

Iq our life in this place, amid all its generous 
impulses, in spite of its happy freedom, there is too 
often a spirit of scorn abroad which chills and kills 
much that ought to live and thrive. I am not 
thinking for the moment of the nil admirari farce, 
the language and attitude of professional cynicism, 
which I have seen sometimes affected by those 
whose profound conviction of the hoUowness of life 
and the folly of enthusiasm comes from the wide 
and varied experience of some twenty years. This 
is not much more important than a trick of de- 
meanour, or a weak attempt to give d^ity to 
a peevish phase of vanity. But I am thinking of 
/ a more serious temptation. Do we never see in 
/ this University the tendency of the young to de- 
\ spise the older for their conservatism, their caution, 
/ their slowness ; while the older are not free from 
the temptation to think lightly of the young, be- 
cause youth seems to them to suggest crudeness, 
haste, ignorance ? Such feelings are on the high- 
road to contempt, and when contempt has once 
been reached, farewell to all sympathy! farewell 
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to the last possibility of happy, confident inter-* 
course ! 

Cannot we who are older, and you who are 
}rounger, have the wisdom to see that there is no 
hard and fast line between us, across which we are 
expected to look askance at one another ? If the 
younger have much to learn from the experience 
and guidance of the older, the older, in their turuj 
owe an infinite debt to the eagerness, the bright- 
ness, the openheartedness of those who are young. 
The failure to recognize this happy interdependence 
breeds only too surely that want of trust which 
may harden into antagonism or freeze into scorn. 
Yet I would gladly teach you, young men, a lesson 
of contempt, if you will undertake to reserve it for 
the right objects. Keep it for that vapid idleness 
which is only busy in the effort to Idll time. Keep 
it for the empty extravagance which tries to 
achieve popularity, or notoriety, by expensive 
luxury and swaggering insolence. Keep it for the 
selfishness which holds nothing sacred that can 
minister to its pleasure. Keep it for the irreverence 
which ignores purity and sneers at holiness. With 
the keen cold steel of your severe contempt you 
ms^ thus cut down not a few of the worst foes 
that threaten the manliness and the dignity of your 
I life in this place. But can you say that our con- 
tempt is commonly reserved for these sins and 
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follies, which really deserve it? Too often we 
grant them a very easy tolerance, or encourage them 
by a sneaking admiration, while we keep our scorn 
for a simplicity which may be far purer and better 
than our more varied experience; and for a 
modesty which may be infinitely more dignified 
than our own assurance and self-complacency. 
Contempt is a terrible weapon, only to be used 
advisedly, earnestly, and with a deep sense of re- 
sponsibility. But I pray you to think how often 
in our social intercourse we cut and slash with it 
in utter recklessness. Can I not find easily enough 
some careless man, whom I might gravely remind 
of what he has done in the thoughtlessness of his 
soul? *You have visited with your contempt,' 
I might say, *the poverty of one who has been 
more faithful over his few things than you have 
been over your many chances and fine oppor- 
tunities. You have used it to ridicule failure, 
which has been far nobler than your lightly won 
success. You have used it to make sport of those 
scruples and misgivings and perplexities, which you 
cannot understand because you have not thought it 
worth your while to fight your way to convictions. 
You have employed it to wound the tender con- 
science, which to your coarser view appears to be 
morbid.' Yet ' God is mighty, and despiseth not 
any.' How will our life show in the light of that 
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great divine example ? We are said to be drawing 
nearer day by day to Socialism. Make it your 
resolve to bring that prophecy to a happy fulfil- 
ment, if by Socialism you mean an appreciation of 
every man's value and indefeasible rights, and his 
place in the great brotherhood of humanity. If 
you live up to that spirit, and fight against all 
temptations to be false to it, you may make the 
Apostle's words your own, and say, *We know 
that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren.' 

Lastly, let me call to your notice how the acknow- 
ledgement that God ' despiseth not any ' rings the 
knell of many false and flattering beliefs. It 
demolishes the hope of escaping judgement on the 
ground of personal insignificance. It disposes of 
the possibility of passing muster as one of 'the 
indistinguishable many.' 

The grand fact that God 'despiseth not any' 
delivers the anxious and oppressed from the fear 
of being neglected, or forgotten, or passed over, in 
the movement of a great 83rstem that cannot pause 
to take account of the units with which it works — 
careful of the type, but careless of the single life. 
In our knowledge of God's nature the dread of 
individual effacement disappears. However humble, 
however weak, however poor, each one stands clear 
and distinct before God, the object of His fatherly 
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regard; each with his own part defined and de» 
tailed in the redeeming love of Christ And he 
who would seek to make light of the strictness of 
God's assessment finds something here to waken 
him to serious thought If the voice of temptation 
whispers to him that God's regard for the world 
is, after all, a distant one, and His interest in it 
general rather than particular : if it suggests to him 
that he may lightly sin, may coolly renounce his 
Christian allegiance, may complacently throw in 
his lot with a world which knows not God — then 
let the sobering recollection rise within him that 
' God is mighty, and despiseth not any.' Mighty 
to espy, to detect, to sentence, to punish : too just 
to despise or to ignore the unfaithfulness or dis* 
loyalty of the least of all His servants. The pra)rer 
of an honest man, whose genuine desire is that he 
may know himself as clearly as God knows him, 
m^^ht well be thrown into those words of sincerity 
and devotion, which we all are familiar with, but 
which only the man who is in earnest can dare to 
use—' Try me, O God, and seek the ground of my 
heart ; prove me and examine my thoughts ; look 
well if there be any way of wickedness in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.' 



V 
GOD'S MERCY AND TRUTH 

Delivered Sunday, October 31, 1897, by the Rev. H. C. 
Seeching, Balliol College, Rector of Yattendon. 

CHAPLAIN OF LINCOLN'S INN 

* All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth.' — ^Ps. zxv. 10. 
' I have not kept back Thy loving mercy and truth from the great 
congregation.'— Ps. xl. 10. 

' Mercy and Truth ' — they are familiar words ; 
and just because of their familiarity I venture to 
ask you to consider them once again. They come 
over and over again in Psalm after Psalm, so that 
we are sure the combination is not accidental. * The 
greatness of Thy mercy reacheth unto the heavens, 
and Thy truth unto the clouds.' ' God shall send 
forth His mercy and truth: my soul is among 
lions.* 

Why * mercy and truth ' ? Why these especially 
among all the attributes of God ? And why such . 
insistence ? Surely the youngest of us knows so much 
about God. Yes, because the greatest and most 
invaluable discoveries, though made often after long 
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years of struggle and failure, are just those that 
soonest pass into commonplace. And such a 
discovery was this. The Jewish prophets, search- 
ing through all the shifting appearances of human 
Ufe for some expression behind it of a permanent 
will — ^some law that would embrace all the pheno- 
mena, — fixed upon this category oi mercy ^XiA truth 
as the sufficient term under which to comprise all 
the manifold variety of their experience. It was 
a splendid triumph of inspired induction, and more 
fruitful of consequence to the world than the most 
famous generalizations of Newton and Laplace. 
' All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth.' 
So it lies for all time, the elementary law of 
theology. 

For what does it mean ? It means of course, first 
of all, that God's nature is mercy, and that to this 
nature He is consistent, true to Himself; but it 
means also, and more especially, that in His 
merciful dealings with us He has respect to the 
truth of our nature. What this truth is we learn 
on the first page of Genesis: 'God said, Let us 
make man.' Let us make man — there is mercy, 
infinite loving-Idndness ; but ^ in our image ' — there 
is at once something more than mercy ; there is an 
ideal set up, a standard, a t3rpe for the race. And 
if you will ponder the history of man since, as the 
great Hebrews have written it for us in the Bible, 
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you will see that the whole secret of its course 
is but, on the one hand, the persistency with which 
the God of truth has kept before men's eyes His 
original creative purpose, has refused to abate one 
jot of His lofty ideal for mankind, has never been 
content with any degree of human attainment as 
being high enough for creatures, but has continually 
called us upward and onward by the mouths of His 
prophets since the world b^an, nearer and nearer 
to the goal — His own image; and then, side by 
side with this, the no less marvellous persistence of 
His mercy ^ with which He has helped forward this 
purpose, has found means to make it not impossible, 
has retrieved our falls, has forgiven failure, has 
striven with want of interest, has pacified murmur- 
ings, and healed backslidings, and strengthened 
feeble hands and feeble knees, — has, in fact, ' beset 
us behind and before ' with blessings and sorrows, 
shame and grace, hopes and fears, 'fine nets and 
stratagems to catch us in,' if by any means He 
could compel the obstinate sheep to come into the 
fold, if by any means He could constrain the 
callous clay to bear His impress. This then was 
the Jews' philosophy of history : as they looked 
upon the long procession of centuries winding out of 
* the dark backward of time,' they were persuaded 
that it was indeed a process leading to some 
goal ; that the blessings were not merely comforts 
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bestowed by some Baal sun-god in a generous 
mood, but were 'means of grace/ helps on the 
way, encouragements, tokens of affection. And 
similarly they were persuaded that the calamities 
they experienced, * the sword and the famine, and 
the noisome beast and the pestilence' were not 
capricious or vindictive, but were judgements^ or 
warnings, sent with the same constant and merciful 
purpose « that they might set their hope in God.* 

* When He slew them, they sought Him, and turned 
them early and inquired after God. And they 
remembered that God was their strength, and that 
the high God was their Redeemer.' And so they 
summed up their conviction that * All the paths of 
the Lord were mercy,* and all the paths of the Lord 
were truth ; and between the mercy and the truth 
they could not separate. 

For us, brethren, this profound intuition of the 
Hebrew prophets into the divine character and 
purpose has been confirmed and almost superseded 
by the evidence g^ven in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• We saw His glory,' says St. John, • and we bare 
witness of it: it was the glory as of the only 
b^otten of the Father, full of grace and trutfu^ 
We knew Him to be divine because of this * mercy 
and truth,' which is a note of the divine nature. 
See, for a moment, how this was so. 

I. Look at the ideal that Christ proposed to 
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mankind. Id it not the old creation promise that 
man should be conformed to God's image ? Christ 
is Himself the ' ext>re8s Image ' of God, and nothing 
short of that image will satisfy Him in us. The 
applauded righteousness of scribes and Pharisees 
will not do; nay, the righteousness of Moses 
himself Will not do ; the standard must go higher-^ 
*Be ye perfect, like your Father in heaven.' Is 
not this voice of Christ the voice of the God of 
Truth, the God who intends us to fulfil the true 
end of our creation, and to be made like unto Him? 
Yes, and the voice of the God of Mercy too ; for 
He makes it possible for us to strive after this 
perfection by His ' Come unto Me ; learn of Me.' 

a. Or start from the other side. Contemplate 
the miracles of mercy. Follow the crowd as they 
throng the Wonder-worker and cry, ^ He hath don^ 
all things well.' Merciful indeed He is, but there 
is a note about Him that seems more than mere 
compassioD. It is plain that this mercy of Christ 
aimed at something beyond making the people 
comfortable. How often were the miracles of 
healing at the same time miracles of conversion ! 
'Behold, thou art made whole/ He said to the 
impotent man; *sin no more^ lest a worse thing 
happen unto thee.' Nay^ it is recorded that when 
a paralytic was brought to Him, He ministered at 
once to his spirit, and only healed the body to 
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prove that He had healed the soul. Here too, 
then, in the miracles we see that the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ is plainly divine grace, is mercy 
and truth, is that love of God which is bent upon 
creating His own image in us. 

But again, you will recollect that it was this 
very forgiveness of sins which to the righteous of 
the time seemed to argue insensibility, as though 
our Lord were being falsely merciful — ministering 
mercy at the expense of morality. He disregarded, 
for example, the excommunication of the publicans. 
And the charge is sometimes repeated still. What 
shall we say ? How can we test Christ's mercy to 
men's souls to see if it be that irtu mercy which 
considers the end? The true test must be its 
effect on character. What was the outcome? 
Have we any record ? The story of Zaccheus may 
suffice. Here was a man who had grown rich 
upon plunder, and our Lord deigned to sup with 
him. Did such condescension seem to Zaccheus a 
sign of insensibility? Surely never had any but 
divine mercy, which is also truth, such converting 
results. ' Zaccheus stood forth and said. Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have 
done wrong to any man, I will restore fourfold.' 

Similarly we might make our appeal to Christ's 
teaching, to His simple parables, or His para- 
doxical epigrams, and show how their glorious 
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web is woven of the same two strands. For the 
occasion let that one word suffice, in which more 
than any other He summed up for us His revelation 
of the Creator — I mean the word Father. No word 
will so well bring home to us the essential nature 
of the divine mercy and truth; for it makes its 
appeal to our own experience of human fatherhood, 
treating it as a shadow of the divine. * If ye, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, how much more shall your Father, which is in 
heaven?' Well, do we not speak of true love, meaning 
by that a love which regards the true interest of the 
loved ones; which does not spoil them, frustrate 
them of their ideal, dwarf their spiritual stature, 
stop their progress to perfection ? And so, drawing 
analogy from this familiar experience. Christians 
are bold to include under the single notion of 
God's fatherhood many apparently inconsistent 
experiences of their lives: their experience of 
God's watchful providence, and yet no less of their 
permitted independence; His trial of their faith, 
and again His help in the trial ; His granting and 
refusing of petitions ; His zeal for righteousness 
and the forgiveness of sins ; His forgiving and yet 
punishing: and may we not add His revelation 
of both hell and heaven in the world to come ? 
Does not that question, so often handled, of the 
possibility in the nature of God of eternal punish- 
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ment find its solution, not in any balancing of 
God's mercy against His truth, as though these 
were opposite qualities, but in the thought that 
whatever is appointed in a world where ' God is all 
in all ' must be both ' mercy and truth,' i.e. what is 
best for every soul? The fires of hell cannot be 
anything else but the still^solidting fires of God's 
true mercy striving as ever to mould the heart of 
man into His imager But can the heart of man 
become so hardened as eternally to resist God's 
influences? Is it possible? Is it credible? Oh, if 
to-day any soul hear God's voice, let it not by 
resisting yet once more increase the evidence for 
the eternal possibility! 

Brethren, it is of supreme importance to the 
reality of our Christian life that we should refuse 
to separate between these divine attributes oi mercy 
and tfuth\ that we should not say simply *God 
loves us,' without drawing out the implicit truths 
' and wishes us to be like Himself*' And the true 
test of our theology is worship ; because the spirit 
of worship includes and reconciles the ^irit of love 
and the spirit of holy fear, which are our creaturely 
recognition of the divine mercy and truth. Do not 
say such loving fear is unevangelicaL There is, of 
course, a parody of it which is unchristian, a fear 
which has torment, an abject cringing which uses 
words of love to propitiate, and would welcome no 
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gospel with such transport as the news that the 
tyrant was dead — the spirit which our great religious 
poet has drawn out in his study of Caliban : 

Lo. Meth flat and /miA Setebotl 

We have not received the spirit of slaves ; we have 
received the spirit of sonship, which appeals to God 
as Father. The love of true sonskip cannot exclude 
awe and reverence, and worship, which is the ex- 
pression of these. Christ Himself, says the Apostle, 
was heard for His godly fear. Let us compare our 
sonship with His sonship ; let us especially note 
whether, like His, our filial piety expresses itself in 
prayer. There can be no true love of any sort 
without reverence^ least of all filial love. Plato 
noted it for a sign of d^eneration in a state when 
the love of children was held to dispense with fear : 
it is no less a sign of degeneration in a Church. It 
will be clear then, that it is not enough for Christians 
to acknowledge God, unless the God they acknow- 
ledge be the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
God of mercy and truth. The present age is 
witnessing a growing revival of mysticism; and 
mysticism, with all its advantages, has this one 
serious danger, that it is apt to be too vague about 
the nature and attributes of the God with whom it 
seeks communion. Many of you have, I doubt not, 
read the beautiful and inspiring book of the Belgian 
mystic, which he calls Le Trdsor des Humbles \ no 
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one, I should hope, could read that book without 
being in many ways the better for it We stand 
deeply in need of such prophets to remind us that 
* the world is charged with the grandeur of God/ and 
that every place may be a house of God to the man 
who will but live in it with open eyes. But when, 
side by side with this, we read, ' What God that is 
indeed on the heights but must smile at our gravest 
faults as we smile at the puppies on the hearthrug ? ' 
then it behoves us to remember that we are not 
only the creatures of God, but His children, made 
in His image, and growing into His likeness, and 
that the amiable smile of mercy which is careless of 
truth must be even further from His lips than it is 
from the best fathers whom we know. 

Our second text reminds us that not only have 
we to acknowledge God's mercy and truth, we 
have to display it in relation to our fellows ; 'not to 
keep it back from the congregation.' If our work 
be to manifest God's glory, there must meet in it 
God's mercy and truth. Now, how easy it is to be 
content, according to our disposition, with a mercy 
that is not His mercy, or a truth that is not His 
truth 1 

Consider, for example, those great typical 
Christian actions of forgiveness and judgemenU 
What a poor parody they too often are of their 
divine originals 1 For forgiveness, easy toleration 
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or disdainful pity ; for judgement, wrath, clamour, 
and evil speaking. Whereas every act of Christian 
forgiveness or of Christian judgement implies the 
other, eack implies both a standard of righteousness 
and a love of mercy. If ive forgive anything, or if 
we condemn anything, it can only be in the person 
of Christ, by sharing both His hatred of sin and 
His love for the sinner. 

Or again, look at that question of veracity and 
compliment which, slight as it may appear, fills 
our social lives. To some it is easy to be out- 
spoken, to say just what they think regardless of 
what feelings they wound ; to others it is as easy to 
say pleasant things which hurt no susceptibilities. 
Neither temper can boast itself over the other 
because each is a natural instinct, not a spiritual 
quality. To become spiritual each must take from 
the other what it lacks. And so> if we are apt 
to give our criticisms without mercy, let us take to 
heart St Paul's maxim, * speaking the truth in 
love*\ if, on the other hand, we find it only too 
easy to be gracious, let us remember that other 
great word of his : * Let your speech be always with 
grace, seasoned with salt* 

Or, there is the question of almsgiving. If our 
mercy to the poor is to be true mercy, it must 
never be separated from a consideration of their 
high welfare. This cuts at the root of all careless 

G 
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giving : it forbids us to act upon mere sentiment ; 
sentiment may be better for us than insensibility^ 
but it may do more harm. The priest in our 
Lord*s parable, and the Levite, who stands for the 
religious la}rman, are certainly not our examples in 
charity; but neither would the Samaritan have 
been, if he had omitted to pour in the oil and wine 
which the special case demanded, and had passed 
on with an easy conscience after administering the 
two pence. 

Finally, we must brii^ under the same divine 
law our conduct to ourselves. It is perhaps matter 
for regret that the framers of our Church Catechism 
have ignored the * Duty to oneself,' which formed 
a division of the old Catechism of Dean Colet, 
on which ours was largely based. Perhaps they 
thought the fact of there being such a duty needed 
no insistence: *No man,' says the Apostle, ever 
^ hated his own flesh'; but just because self-love 
is instinctive it needs to be reflected upon in order 
to be qualified. May I to the younger of my 
hearers say a word about pleasure ? What should 
be our rule about this mercy to ourselves ? Shall it 
not be still the same divine rule — ^that the mercy 
must be mixed with truth? It must regard the 
true end of our nature, and be such as to minister 
to our efficiency. Any apparent mercy which 
impedes our true welfare, which qpoils instead of 
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refreshing, must be wrong. On the other hand, 
any pleasure within our means which recreates us 
when we are weary, and leaves us happier than 
it found us, must be right It was a fine answer of 
a saint — I think St Bonaventura — ^to the meddler 
who was shocked to find him playing chess, and 
asked what he would do if he knew the world 
would end to-morrow — 'I should go on playing 
chess/ 

And then a word in conclusion jsls to the difficulty 
which is sometimes expressed about reconciling 
the conflicting claims of these two duties to our- 
selves and our neighbour. The Scripture precept 
is, 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself ^ i.e. 
thou shalt make it thine endeavour that thy neigh- 
bour may be as happy as thou. It does not say, 
* Why are you happy ? ' but, * Why are they un- 
happy?' and so it implies a wish and an effort 
to give our less fortunate neighbours the oppor- 
tunity of sharing in the things that have proved 
a means of true happiness to ourselves. A Christian 
will say, * I must first of all help these others to 
claim their privileges in the kingdom of Christ; 
and secondly, I must help to make possible for 
them the sweet dignity of a Christian home.' And 
no Christian, whose conscience is once roused, can 
any longer be happy in his church or in his home, 
unless he is doing his best to share these blessings 
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with those that need them. I would venture to 
press this consideration on those who are still 
happy with the spontaneous happiness of youth, 
especially those, if there be any here, who have 
recently made for themselves homes. We all 
remember a picture by a popular artist of a young 
man leading out of church his bride, while at the 
door sits a lazar in his rags holding up the crucifix. 
The young man is startled, and the joy seems to 
die out of the wedding bells. Why ? What is the 
appeal of those outstretched arms ? Is it that a 
man has no right to live happily with the wife that 
he loves, because other men are widowed? Is it 
that a young man may not rejoice in his youth, 
because others are aged? Surely these things — 
youth and wedded love — are gifts of God, as the 
Preacher understood long ago; but he saw also 
that for their use God will bring us into judgement. 
And the judgement will be this, as we can see from 
the Gospel : ' Knowing delight, did you share it ? 
What joy radiated from your happy dwelling on 
the homeless homes ? What crumbs fell from your 
full table into starvii^ mouths? To what sick 
chambers did you brii^ the welcome light of your 
countenance ? ' What will you say ? — ^that you were 
still living in an ideal world — in a Paradise ; that it 
was enough for you as yet to make each other 
happy? that your reading was still in. Canticles 
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and had not yet reached to the Prophets ? To say 
so is to outrage the name of love and the name 
of joy in which you plead. Make them both true, 
your love true, your joy true, by casting out selfish- 
ness, and you will make them divine and therefore 
eternal. 
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THE PERMANENCE OF 
CHRISTIANITY 
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CANON GORE 

' The £dtli . . . once for all delivered.*— St. Judb 3. 

The claim of Christianity to be a catholic or 
universal religion admits of a gresLt variety of 
applications. It has, indeed, an application to the 
individual life, where it vindicates its power to in- 
terpret and redeem its every faculty and evety stage 
of growth. But, confining ourselves now to the 
application of this claim to mankind in general, we 
find that it is threefold : — 

The Christian faith claims catholicity as regards 
classes of society : * there is neither bond nor free, 
neither male nor female.' 

It claims catholicity as regards the nations 
of the earth: ^ there is neither Greek nor Jew, 
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circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian nor 
Scythian.' 

Finally, it claims catholicity as regards the ages 
of the world: it proclaims a Christ ^the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever/ a * faith once for 
all delivered * ; and of a progress which would 
abandon this once given creed, it says through St. 
John's lipsj * He that goeth forward^ and abidethnot 
in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God : he that 
abideth in the doctrine, the same hath both the 
Father and the Son ' (3 John 9). 

It was necessarily by the two first aspects of its 
claim that the Christian Church challenged observa- 
tion in the early ages. The pagan world. Oriental 
Hellenic and Roman, was thoroughly familiarized 
with the idea of a superstitious religion of the 
vulgar, necessarily a thing apart from the philo- 
sophy of the educated ; nor does it seem that the 
remarkable revival of pagan supematuralism, which 
accompanied the spread of Christianity, had done 
anything material towards breaking down this 
division of society into two worlds of superstition 
and enlightenment And thus indeed a new thing 
had been done in the earth when the Christian apolo- 
gist can announce the first fulfihnent, in a spiritual 
religion made popular, of the Church's catholic 
claim : * our every Christian artisan has found God, 
and shows Him to you, and assigns to God, in fact, 
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all that is desired in Him, though Plato declares 
that the maker of the universe can neither easily be 
found out, nor, when found out, spoken of to all men/ 

It seemed no less ridiculous to the ancient 
world in general, in spite of the speculative ideas 
of a few later philosophers which remained wholly 
remote from realization, to aspire after a religion 
of all races. ^ Each statel the Roman said, ^has 
its mtm reiigiofif we have ours.* Indeed it wais 
the natural conclusion from experience that there 
could be no universal religion ; and thus no less 
markedly than in the fellowship of classes in the 
Christian brotherhood, was evidence given of a new 
spiritual force working in the world by that fellow- 
ship of races in the unity of the faithj of which the 
Christians, even in early years, were able to boast 
so large a realization. 

Christianity within her first three centuries went 
far to vindicate the first two aspects of her catho- 
licity. Below distinctions of class and race she 
claimed to find and, in fact, stirred into conscious- 
ness the 'general heart' of humankind, in which 
humanity is one — common in its sympathies, com- 
mon in its wants, in its sense of sin, in its capacity 
for fellowship with God; and in this region 
she found it true that there is neither male nor 
female, Jew nor Greek, barbarian nor Scythian, 
bond nor free. 
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We are familiar with the idea of a religion uniting 
classes and uniting races ; so familiar that it is at 
times an effort to us to realize how contrary to the 
expectations of common sense the pretensions of 
Christianity seemed when they were first heard. 
Not but what we need to take care that we pre- 
serve in this respect the treasure we have been 
given. Christianity has been able to be (so far 
as she has yet realized her ideal) universal, because 
she has been content to be embodied in a visible 
society, to appeal to simple historical facts, to have 
a clear doctrine to teach, and to use material means, 
appealing to the eye and ear of all, to symbolize 
and mediate the spiritual realities. And we may 
depend upon it, that the temper of Gnosticism, in 
the nineteenth century as much as the second, 
which would substitute idea for fact, or foiget that 
it is of the essence of Christianity ' to assert the 
harmony of the flesh and of the spirit,' will always 
end in restoring the old division between the re- 
ligions of the superstitious and the cultivated ; or, 
worse still, in robbing the uneducated of their 
religion altogether. Nor can it be said that we in 
England have never needed the warning that we 
must miss the richness of our Christian heritage if 
we go too far in nationalizing religion. We believe 
in a catholic Church. 

But, on the whole, it is not so much these aspects 
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of the catholic claim of Christianity which challenge 
criticism to-day, as that in virtue of which she 
claims the heritage of all the ages. Of course, 
a real believer in Christianity cannot be doubtful 
about the finality of his religion. A real belief 
at any moment in Christ as the incarnate Son of 
God, crucified and risen, involves us in a belief in 
the perpetuity of our creed ; its perpetuity is 
involved in the conception of what it is. 'The 
Word made flesh' must be ^ final revelation. 

But while a person yet falls short of a personal 
faith in Christ, such as secures that 'he shall not be 
afraid of any evil tidings, for his heart standeth 
fast and believeth in the Lord,' while the ' smoking 
flax' of a struggling faith still needs stirring into 
the clear flame, it is very possible, judging from 
external signs, for a person to be visited with 
a shrinking dread lest Christianity should be ' de- 
caying and waxing old,' and be ' ready to vanish 
away.' It was a stupid infidelity, such a person 
will be disposed to say, which denied its enormous 
merits in the past ; but the greatest things in the 
world may do their work and wear out, may ' have 
their day and cease to be ' ; and may not Chris- 
tianity, at least in the objective embodied form in 
which you speak of it, be one of these things? 
We do not say it is disproved^ but is it not shaken ? 
Have not science and criticism a little discredited 
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its old assertions? Is it not somewhat timorous 
and apologetic, and may not another fifty years of 
freethinldng be too much for its hold on reasonable 
minds as an exclusive and supernatural revelation ? 

There are, no doubt, many persons not disposed 
to unbelief who yet need reassurance on this matter 
of the permanence of Christianity, who need to 
be reassured that it is reasonable to believe in an 
unchanging revelation in a changing world; in a 
world too where we no longer reckon change as 
a mark of weakness, but of which we have come 
to feel it true that, within humanity and without^ 
the very law and condition of life is change by 
development, evolution of one form of things out 
of another. How is it that in the middle of 
a changing world we can believe in an unchanging 
creed? 

Let us, then, with God's blessing, endeavour as 
far as we may in the compass of what remains of 
a sii^le sermon, to reassure ourselves that prima 
facie we need not fear to be doing anything un- 
reasonable in putting our faith in the permanence 
of the Christian creed. 

But we must first guard ourselves by explain- 
ing with what necessary limitations we claim this 
permanence. If we are wise, then, we shall surely 
not involve our faith in the permanence of the 
Christian system in a dental or a minimizing of the 
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reality or depth of the political and intellectual 
changes that we are going through, or try to satisfy 
ourselves that the now prevalent unsettlement of 
intellectual convictions is a mere arbitrary fit of 
unbelieC No, we are indeed going through an 
epoch of very searching and radical change in 
politics and thought, and in any such epoch we 
must anticipate that to a certain extent the current 
Christian teaching, the actual Christian Church, 
will 'suffer loss.' 

Indeed, for a religion not to be deeply moved 
by current changes in political and intellectual life 
would imply that it stood in no close and vital 
connexion with these departments of human 
interest 

There is then a deep political change going on 
around us, and if our Christianity has largely 
linked itself to 'an old order which changeth, 
3nelding place to new/ the readjustment of relations 
of Christianity to society must involve consider- 
able uneasiness and great searchings of heart, and 
difficult reassertions of foi^otten first principles. 
And we are living through an intellectual chai^, 
how deep, how all-pervading, we are bound to 
recognize. The broad idea of evolution has arisen 
and occupied, like an all-penetrating atmosphere, 
the minds of men, accompanied with an infinitely 
higher and subtler criticism than has been known 
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before: and this broad conception of evolution 
finding exemplification in every department of 
nature, coupled with this new and vigorous criticism 
for its handmaid, has produced an intellectual 
advance, the magnitude of which it is very difficult 
to estimate, but the reality and importance of 
which it is impossible to doubt in the spheres, 
especially of science, literary criticism, and 
history. 

Well, then, this intellectual advance could not 
(we must recognize) have failed to produce a dis- 
turbing effect upon, if not the body, then the 
clothing, of a revelation which claims to interpret 
nature in its relation to God, and to be chronicled 
in a literature, and to be related in history. Chris- 
ttanity (all Christians would surely admit in prin- 
ciple) has to interpret nature in relation to God 
in every stage of natural knowledge, but is not 
intended in any way to anticipate the result of 
natural investigation. This being so, we shall 
not be surprised to find that in epochs where 
science has been more or less stationary, there has 
been an inevitable tendency over-closely to identify 
the knowledge which is based on investigation, and 
is transitional, with the spiritual interpretation 
which is communicated and permanent, and the 
severance of the two and the readjustment of the 
interpretation to the new knowledge of the pro- 
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cesses of nature must have produced some measure 
of confusion and disint^^tion. 

Or, to take one other example of the kind of 
effect which a great intellectual transition inevitably 
produces on Christian doctrine, we have only to 
consider how Revelationi in its gradual develop- 
ment through the imperfect stages of the Old 
Testament, is mediated in a history and in a 
historical literature. The historical literature is 
inspired^ but, if it remains a historical literature, 
it must be affected by any new laws which are 
found to govern universally the development of 
literature. If, for example, it became a known 
law in the evolution of literature that antecedently 
to the stage when it is either history or poetry or 
philosophy, there is a stage when it is neither, 
or all in the germ, ' a stage of literature,' to quote 
the words of Mr. Grote, in reference to the his- 
tory of Greece, ' which is the common root of all 
the different ramifications into which the mental 
activity of the race subsequently diverge ; con- 
taining, as it were, the preface and germ of the 
positive history^ philosophy, theology,' and poetry 
'which we afterwards trace each in its separaU 
development '—-if there be such a stage, from 
which (whatever we call it) we must, as Mr. Grote 
remarks, entirely dissociate all idea of 'fraud,' 
this new conception of literature as a whole must 
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affect our cotxreption of Jewish liteiature, which 
18 inspired; and we who have recognized that 
history and poetry and philosophy are capable of 
inspiration in different ways, shall not be long in 
seeing that there is no difficulty in conceiving the 
earlier stage to be inspired too. The change will 
not lie in the doctrine of inspiration^ but in the 
conception of the historical literature which is to 
be inspired, and there need be no more ultimate 
danger of our confusing the one stage with the 
other in the Bible than of our confusing the two 
stages in the literature of Greece. But the process 
by which we adapt the new conception of historical 
evolution to the old doctrine of inspiration must 
be attended with some mental disturbance^ and, 
in contemplating this certainty, what must reassure 
us is surely the broad fact that Christianity has 
passed through such changes before, and passed 
through them in substance intact. For it is a 
great comfort to observe that there has been in 
the received Christianity of every age an element 
not destined to be perpetual, just in that margin 
where the Revelation which is unchanging links 
on to the environment which is changing. Part of 
this latter is taken up and confused with what has 
adopted it And so we remark that in transitional 
epochs Christianity is found to have lost something 
of what was commonly believed to be of the faith. 
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Now if this meant that the deposit of the Christian 
faith has had something taken from it by each 
intellectual advance, so that the creed believed by 
Christians who can think has become smaller and 
smaller in each successive age, that would be just 
what her enemies would want — ^but it does not 
mean this. There is a Christian creed in God 
Triune, in Christ, the Son of God Incarnate, in the 
Spirit perpetuating His presence in a visible society, 
in the order of a ministry and the significance of 
sacraments, in probation here and in judgement 
to come ; and this creed is as a historic fact what 
has been held ubique^ semper^ ab omnibm in Chris- 
tendom, if that maxim be interpreted with the 
limitation which common sense suggests. There 
is a historic creed in a historic Church, and it has 
been permanent, and the successive ages of change 
have not diminished that deposit, though they have 
generally shown the Church that over and above 
her creed she was teaching something which was 
not her own. 

But the falling away of what was an alien ac- 
cretion, or a mistaken explanation, from the body of 
Christian truth has not invalidated its Intimate 
fabric It surely confirms our belief in the essential 
coherence of a body of truth to find that it can 
harbour and then throw off misconceptions without 
ultimate harm. 
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For example, there was a theory about the 
atonement, held almost universally in ancient 
times, with more or less emphasis, which repre- 
sents Christ's death as a ransom paid for our 
redemption to the tyrant who held us bounds- 
Satan, The price of our redemption was paid to 
Satan. When Abelard repudiated this traditional 
view, St. Bernard in no measured language con- 
demned him as guilty of an audacious impiety. 
In process of time this attempted explanation of 
a truth (for it was no more) fell away, and has 
been forgotten except as a matter of archaeology. 
But the rejection of the misconception of the 
atonement^ however ingrained by long custom in 
the Church's system, did not invalidate the tenure 
upon men's minds of the truth. 

Is not this fact suggestive ? Does it not teach 
us that misconceptions may gather round an element 
of the Christian creed, that they may be rudely 
assailed, and defended with an unwise persistency 
by even the greatest teachers, and finally fall 
away without any disastrous effect to the faith of 
the Church ? 

We then shall not be surprised if we find 
an 2^e of intellectual change, like the present, 
involving on the part of the Christian teacher 
a change of front in the outer territory of 
Christian teaching, as if that gave us any reason 

H 
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to fear that the body of Christian truth were 
wanting in permanence. 

So then it remains for us to ask what are our 
primary, positive reasons — such as spring from the 
broad facts which meet us on the forefront of 
history and human nature — for believing in the 
permanence of our Christian creed? 

I. First, surely, we may gather reassurance from 
the past history of Christianity. Not only has 
her power so largely shown to realize the first two 
aspects of her catholicity to which allusion was 
made — ^to find a human nature to appeal to which 
is one and the same beneath all distinctions of 
race and class — ^not only has her power already 
shown here given real earnest of her power to 
realize the rest of her promise, but, besides this» 
as a matter of fact, she has already in the past 
shown a marvellous power so to get down to the 
permanent roots of human life, as to pass in sub- 
stance unchanged through the greatest possible 
crises and most radical epochs of change in human 
history. 

It is not indeed the success of Christianity in any 
particular age which ought so much to excite our 
astonishment as her persistence— her persistence in 
^ite of weakness which has more than once or 
twice seemed almost greater than to admit of 
recovery. The Christian Church spread at the 
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first under remarkable conditions in the Roman 
Empire. As we look back we can see how much 
there was then in the temper and conditions of 
society which favoured her success. The unity of 
the empire — ^the facilities afforded by the preva- 
lence of one or two languages over all the civilized 
world — the general tendency to organize assoda* 
tions and guilds — the revival of supematuralist 
beliefs which belongs to the second and third 
centuries — the religious tone of the later Greek 
philosophy — these are amox^ the many elements 
in society which favoured her spread. But in the 
West at least all these elements of social oiganiza- 
tion collapsed. Exactly in proportion as we prove 
that Christianity had every reason for spreading 
in the first three centuries do we increase the 
surprise we ought to feel at her power manifested 
to subsist through the stupendous series of social 
convulsions and upheavals which link the modem 
to the ancient world. In proportion as she was 
suited to the old> she would have been unsuited 
to the new. Exactly as much as we reduce the 
impression made on us by the diffusion of Chris- 
tianity, we increase the impression made by her 
continuity. That she alone of all Roman organiza- 
tions passed unchanged through the great transition, 
indicates that she alone had a basis in human life 
which reached down below what is transitory and 
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belongs to one state of society, into that underlying 
humanity which makes all ages one. 

%. Again, Christianity, which has passed un« 
scathed in substance through a great number of 
these transitions, and like God's good steward 
again and 2^;ain has * brought forth out of her 
treasury things new and old,' is passing now through 
another conflict Should we not find reassurance 
in the £sK:t that the panics with which the faith 
of our own generation has been assailed are storms 
which the ship of Christian fatth is already show- 
ing :signs that she can weather. For example, 
it cannot be denied that the horror with which, 
not wisely »perhaps, but certainly not unnaturally, 
new conceptions of evolution in nature were at 
first regarded by theologians and Christian teachers 
is passing away, and they at least are declaring 
on all sides and in all good faith that they do not 
find their frankest acceptance at all inconsistent 
with a Christian belief: or to take another example ; 
if we look back and recall the panic which followed 
the publication of the book called Supernatural 
Religion^ and the tone in which the press spoke 
of the result of that bookj must we not admit that 
anticipations adverse to the power of Christianity 
to substantiate the claims of its Gospels as historical 
documents have not been realized, and that any 
one who has followed the controversy with care 
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will come to see that the Gospels now are in 
a much stronger evidential position than they were 
before? 

3. Again, if we are tempted to take an over-ideal 
view of development as the law of the world, and 
to fear that Christianity by the very fact tiiat it 
claims finality proves its falsity, is there anything 
more reassuring than to consider carefully the 
broad fact that Christian morality has, as a matter 
of history, vindicated its claim in this respect. A 
morality — an ideal of human life, individual and 
social — promulgated in Ssrria 1 800 years ago, pro- 
claimed in its completeness by a few, mostly not 
highly educated men, of Jewish birth and training, 
within the limit of a few years — ^this ideal has 
remained through the ages, and almost nobody 
seriously claims to find it deficient. A Christian 
student reads, shall we say, St. Augustine. He 
finds there an illustration drawn from a superseded 
natural science : he is quite ready to laugh at it : 
he finds the Bible interpreted by a criticism which 
he cannot but regard as imperfect, and he does 
not scruple to demand a better: but he finds 
a wealth of moral and spiritual truth, a depth of 
spiritual insight, a knowledge of the human soul, 
a power of applying to it the remedies of Christian 
truth, which cannot be superseded. The master 
of spiritual lore in the fourth century is a master 
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still. What does this broad difference between 
spheres of human knowledge' mean? It means 
that while science and criticism have developed, 
moral and spiritual truth have, in the same sense, 
not. That Christian morality, with its perfect 
synthesis of complete self-sacrifice with complete 
self-realization, of individuality with fellowship, of 
fear with love, of faith with wisdom — ^almost no* 
body in moral seriousness claims to criticize it 
At any rate those who do appeal very little to 
our consciences and better reason. But, then, what 
a vast admission is here. It means that morality 
has, under circumstances when such a fact was 
not at all to be expected, vindicated its finality; 
each successive generation has but to go back 
and drink its fill afresh from that unexhaustible 
source of a moral ideal which is catholic. 

4. And if we are convinced of this, if we are 
convinced that in this moral and spiritual sphere 
of human life an ideal promulgated 1800 years 
ago in an eastern country has shown every sign 
of being universal and final, if we are convinced 
that the law of evolution has here something which 
in actual experience limits its application, then it 
seems no great step to ask a person to admit that 
this finality shall be attributed, not to the life merely 
in ideal and effect, but to what St Paul calls the 
' mould ' of Christian teaching which fashions the 
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life. For just as surely as in the lapse of years 
we identify the Mahommedan character with the 
Mahommedan creed, and in the creed recognize 
the condition of the character^ just so surely we 
must recognize the whole organism of the historic 
Christian system as the condition of the Christian 
morality. Any view of human life over a long 
reach (and we must always recognize that it is 
only in the long reaches of human life that its 
logical aspect emerges : human nature taken in a 
latitudinal section is a mass of inconsistencies, and 
men are constantly seen clinging to the results of 
abandoned convictions ; but it is unfailingly logical 
in the long run) — ^any view then of human life 
over a long reach identifies Christian morality with 
Christian motives, and Christian motives run up 
at once to supernatural facts, to the personal im- 
mortality of the soul, to the love of a personal 
God, to the Incarnation of the Son of God. Study 
a really Christian life, the life of any one whom 
from a moral and spiritual point of view you would 
number among the truly great, the saints of history; 
how indissolubly linked are the actual virtues of 
such a man to motives which involve the super- 
natural world and the Christian creed. Is there 
any consideration in the world which can call itself 
scientific which would justify us in supposing that 
a life consciously and confessedly moulded by a 
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body of truths can go on existing without those 
truths? Is it not contradicting all principles of 
science to imagine that a changed environment 
of truth will not produce a changed product ? The 
prayerful temper must excite our admiration, but 
is it not inconceivable that the prayerful temper 
can be developed except on the basis of a belief 
in a personal God to whom we can have personal 
and open access? The temper of penitence we 
know to be one of the most absolute essentials of 
spiritual progress. But the temper of penitence is 
the simple product of a belief at once in the per- 
sonal holiness and personal love of God, a belief 
which can become conviction only in the revelation 
of Christ. 

Yesl depend upon it, there is no reason why 
Christian morality should be capable of being 
permanent, except because the spiritual and moral 
faculties and wants of man are permanent: and 
these permanent wants and faculties of man it is 
Christianity — that is, the body of Christian truth 
revealed in Christ — which alone has had in historical 
experience the power to evoke into consciousness, 
to satisfy, to develop, to actualize into the living 
beauty of a Christian life at peace with self, with 
God, with man. 

Well then, to conclude, it would seem that we 
may ask a person who is impressed with these 
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reassuring aspects of Christian history — with this 
permanence of Christian morality in indissoluble 
fellowship with Christian truth — ^to take up an 
attitude somewhat of this kind toward the world 
of intellect and spirit. He will regard himself as 
belonging to humanity, not in one department of 
human activity only. In that department of human 
life which is gradually enriched by inquiry and 
research he will no doubt be zealous to accept 
every development of legitimate knowledge, as 
each in its turn secures its position. He will not 
fail to recognize as his own the achievement of 
humanity in its intellectual progress in science, 
history, and criticism. So he will be the child of 
his age. But he will recognize in himself a fellow- 
ship — may I not say a prior and a deeper fellowship? 
— ^with humanity in that other area in which she 
must recc^ize a closer and a more unchanging 
fellowship with past ages ; aye, an abiding depen- 
dence upon a voice once spoken, an ideal once 
given, a life once lived. He has a conscience, 
a faculty of prayer, a capacity of communion with 
God, a sense of sin, a need of spiritual light, a 
desire of inward peace, and in that he has these, 
he is one with the humanity of all ages in that 
respect in which Christianity alone has really 
claimed, and made good its claim, to interpret, |o 
foster, to develop, to secure man's nature. Thus 
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he will see two worlds opening before him, the 
world of developing knowledge, and the world of 
spiritual life and spiritual truth; and in those 
deepest, silentest strongholds of man's spiritual 
being, in which we swear the great oaths which 
mould and fashion our life, he will pledge himself, 
as on the one hand to fear no light of intellect 
and love the darkness nowhere, so on the other 
to be utterly true to the light of his spiritual being. 
And if he recognizes the authority of intellectual 
humanity in the one sphere, he will recognize the 
authority of spiritual humanity in the other. But 
there is something prior to authority: It is the 
consciousness of self; it is the obligation to be 
true to oneself. If in times past men have claimed 
of theological authority that it must not contradict 
or override a man's own conscience, we need now 
to make the same claim in the interest of religion. 
A man has got a right to ask authority from a 
humanity laiger than his own narrow life, to explain 
to him what falls outside his own experience — ^to 
anticipate and then to interpret his own experience; 
but no authority, ecclesiastical or scientific, can 
override our own consciousness. My own con- 
science, my own capacity for prayer, my own need 
of God, this is the inalienable witness of God 
within me, and I abrogate the prerogative of 
personal life, and the obligation of personal re- 
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sponsibility, if I allow an authority outside my- 
self to explain away my own consciousness. 
Whether the testimony of conscience involves a 
divine claim on my life: whether it has not the 
absolute supremacy in the hierarchy of my faculties: 
whether I have not a capacity for prayer, which 
involves a capacity for communion with God, 
which nothing but a knowledge of God can satisfy: 
ndiether I do not need the constant thought of 
judgement, aye, of an eternal judgement, to stir 
my sluggish spiritual energies, to enlai^ my horizon 
of vision and make it seem worth while to carry 
on the fundamental, subtle, ceaseless struggle against 
sin within— -these are questions which I must solve 
for mysdf. I have got no more business to go 
to the scientific world to explain away in this 
respect the verdict of my own consciousness, than 
I have got to get a board of theologians to explain 
away the conclusions of science. In this spiritual 
department of my life, then^ I will cultivate my 
fellowship with humanity at its best, and its most 
unchanging. I will cultivate that department of 
my life in which rich and poor. Englishman and 
African, the nineteenth century and the first, can 
meet and be one. I will enroll myself in that great 
movement of a redeemed humanity, which in every 
age has confessed its sin, and purified its motives 
by self-discipline, and rqoiced in the friendship of 
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God — that great movement which in every age has 
had within itself the same consciousness of spiritual 
triumph, and utters the secret of its triumph in 
the same unchanging words^ 'This is the victory 
that overcometh the world, even our faith 1 Who 
is he that overcometh the world but he that be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Son of God 1 ' I will dare 
to believe that if I will develop my spirituality 
by those instruments which the experience of ages 
has proved and not found wanting, and my intel« 
lectual capacities by the best modem lights, I shall 
not find that they will arrive at any dualism. 
I shall not find that my intellect need make me 
afraid of my soul or my spirit. I shall not find 
that I need be the less an Englishman of my own 
age, because I will have an entire and unbroken 
fellowship with nineteen centuries of Christian 
experience. What can one man do for another 
in such a matter except speak what he has heard, 
and testify what he hath seen? One man may 
speak to another, and say that he has tried to 
believe in intellectual prepress and the unchaining 
Church and Creed, and he has never found them 
come into anything else than final harmony. 

So it may be: so please God it will be with 
us. So shall we realize ever more and more how 
much of human life there is that is permanent 
and unchanging, and we shall contemplate the 
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permanence of the Creed of Christendom, because 
we know that * deep in the general heart' of human 
kind — ^that human kind which all the world over 
suffers and endures, and sins and knows it has 
sinned, and cries out for God — 

' Deep in the general heart of man' 
Its 'power forvives.* 



VII 
NOVELTY 

Delivered Sunday, October 15, 1893, by the Rev. 
Canon Ainger, Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

MASTER OF THE TEMPLE 

* And they took him, and brought him onto Axeopagnsy saying, 
May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thoa speakett, is? 
For thon bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would 
know therefore what these things mean. (For all the Athenians 
and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but 
either to tell or to hear some new thing.)' — ^Acrs xviL 19-ai. 

St. Paul was at Athens; * his spirit stirred within 
him,' as St Luke tells us^ because from all he saw 
and all he heard, he became aware that the whole 
population was steeped in the very spirit and 
atmosphere of idolatry. It was the variety of this 
idolatry, rather than its depth, that impressed him. 
It was the prodigality of the forms in which it 
shaped itself, the multiplicity of deities it produced, 
that seems to have moved his wonder and com- 
passion. The &mous speech that followed at 
once shows this. The Apostle takes as his text 
the very circumstance of this multiformity of re- 
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ligion. Every possible god or goddess, having 
a name, had ako a 'local habitation' in the 
Pantheon of the Greek nation ; and not only that, 
but an instance had come under his notice in which 
a deity without a name (the ' Unknown God ') had 
been honoured or propitiated by an altar. 

Remembering this, we shall better understand 
how Paul first impressed the people when he came 
to them preaching 'Jesus and the Resurrection/ 
Reading the narrative of what happened, we might 
at first gather that he was exposed to ridicule 
or opposition, because he came bringing yet one 
more new deity for the people to adopt We 
need not inquire whether or not the popular ear, 
catching hold of the word 'Ajfdorao-ts (Resurrec- 
tion), imagined it to be the name of some foreign 
goddess. Possibly it was so. But we are only 
concerned for the moment as to whether Paul was 
more welcome, and was heard with more interest, 
because he came with something new, or if the 
reverse was the case. We must not be led astray 
by that contemptuous epithet which the Epicurean 
and Stoic philosophers applied to him, ' What will 
this babbler say ? * The Apostie was not addressed 
thus disparagingly because he brought something 
new, but because he brought a religion or a philo- 
sophy which evidentiy ran counter to those of the 
Stoics and Epicureans. The leader of one school 
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of philosophy perhaps naturally thinks of the leader 
of a rival school zsy primd facie^ a babbler. More* 
over, * babbler,' though it is disrespectful enough, 
does not quite convey the precise kind of disrespect 
implied in the original. The Greek word means 
' a picker up of seeds/ a metaphor derived presum** 
ably from the habits of birds. How naturally it 
would pass, in the mouths of a witty and imaginative 
people, into an epithet for those who run to and 
fro, picking up the last new theory on whatever 
subject^— the last new system of the phjrsical uni-> 
verse, the last new philosophy of mind — ^swallowing 
it without digesting it, and then running off to the 
next plant where fresh seeds are likely to be found 
— this does not need to be dwelt on. The Stoic 
and Epicurean philosophers were perhaps merely 
illustrating that peculiarity in the Athenians which 
St. Luke parenthetically records— the quality of 
'novelty-hunting,' spendii^ their time in nothing 
else ^ but either to tell or to hear some new thing/ 
'What will this babbler say?' means only, *Ohl 
here is another new religion — another new philo-^ 
sophy — another new cosmogony — already plentiful 
as olives.' I do not think that they meant to 
express any opinion of St. Paul's new doctrine 
of ' Jesus and the Resurrection ' on its own merits. 
They had perhaps heard half a dozen entirely new 
explanations of the universe that week, and were 
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little in the humour to entertain a seventh. But 
remember, it was the holders and teachers of rival 
philosophies who said this. They were the minority. 
Those who were not themselves pledged to main- 
tain any particular philosophies did not think the 
worse of St. Paul because his teaching appeared 
to be a novelty, but rather the better. It is their 
love of novelty that St Luke evidently had noted, 
and wished to insist upon. * May we know what 
this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is ? Thou 
bringest certain strange things to our ears — ^we 
would know therefore what these things mean.' 
There is no reason to suppose that these invitations 
were contemptuous or sarcastic in their intention. 
With large sections of the world the love of novelty 
grows with what it feeds on. We know it is so, 
and the historian of the Acts of the Apostles saw 
it too— otherwise ' spent their time in nothing else* 
would savour of exaggeration. The love of novelty 
may grow upon men and women like the love for 
any other kind of stimulants. And this analogy 
is closer than it may seem. The attraction of 
novelty is a stimulant, and it is not a food, and 
therefore it is dangerous to try to live upon it. 
The constant pursuit of novelty enfeebles the 
intellectual faculties in the end. Superficiality, 
fickleness, levity — these are well-established signs 
of the complaint. The inducements to know all 

X 
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that is going on in the world, all the fresh thoughts 
that men are thinking, come with peculiar force 
in these days, as they seem to have come to the 
educated populace of Athens. How many must 
there not be who reach the end of their mortal 
existence with an enormous stock of information 
as to what men have suggested as to the meaning 
of life ; possessed, even to the last, with the latest 
intelligence on this head ; and die at last no nearer 
to determining which of these men guessed most 
cleverly, which of all that was newest approximated 
most to the truest I 

The Apostle, in response to this challenge, adopted 
as his text, or at least as the starting-point for his 
address, the * altar to the Unknown God.' Yet one 
cannot but think that there was strongly present 
to his mind that quality in his audience which his 
biographer laid such stress upon, and of which we 
have been speaking. The passion for novelty had 
just before shown itself in the questions addressed 
to him. The eagerness to hear him was due largely 
to this love of novelty. The bulk of those who 
crowded round him were keen to hear of some new 
Deity who might befriend them or their city ; or 
some new philosophy of life that might clear up 
those mysteries which, in spite of all men's thoughts 
and studies, still bafBed their research. And we 
seem to recognize all through Paul's speech the 
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absorbing sense he felt> and wished others to 
receive, that the only * new' doctrine or philosophy 
that is any good to men is a very old one — ^that 
which has been from the beginning. His opening 
words, you will remember, are these : ' As I passed 
by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inscription, "To the Unknown God**; 
whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, Him declare 
I unto you. God, that made the world, and all 
things therein, seeing that He is Lord of heaven 
and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with 
•hands: neither is worshipped with men's hands, 
as though He needed any thing, seeing He giveth 
to all life, and breath, and all things ; and hath 
made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation : that they should seek the Lord, 
if haply they might feel after Him, and find Him, 
though He be not far from every one of us. For 
in Him we live, and move, and have our being; 
as certain also of your own poets have said, ^ For 
we are also His offspring.** * The essential thought 
running through these eloquent words is not the 
'making known' to the hearers the deity whom 
they had worshipped as ' unknown*' It lies rather 
in the decisive answer to those who were ever 
crying out for something new, that the only satisfac- 

1% 
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tion for the heart of the creature must come from 
something, or some one, who is not new, but is 
from the beginning, is now, and shall be for all 
time. The first mention of Paul's gospel for the 
Athenian listener strikes this note: 'God that 
made the world/ He goes back to the very be- 
ginning and origin of things — to something very 
old indeed. In one respect the skilful orator was 
making a most felicitous appeal to the sympathies 
of his audience — cosmogonies, theories of atoms, 
and the like, were favourite speculations of their 
philosophers. They, too, had an interest — an un- 
d}dng one — ^in how things came into existence, 
how a universe was moulded out of chaos into 
order. But the notion of creation was one wholly 
strange to the Greek mind. And in one very literal 
sense the Apostle was gratifying their expectations 
and giving them something new. Something new 
at least to their intellects and imaginations ; some- 
thing not new to their hearts and consciences, 
though they had not as yet received the only true 
interpretation of the struggles and the sorrows 
that passed in those channels of communication 
between the Creator and the creature. They had 
not expected, we may be sure, this kind of oration 
from the missionary of this despised Faith. They 
had hoped for some new theories, and he had 
declared to them instead the existence of certain 
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old facts. 'The Greeks/ so the same Paul was 
to tell the Corinthians a few years later, 'the 
Greeks seek after wisdom/ The Greek mind de- 
sired new theories. ' Ingenuity' in the propounder 
of some such was the quality perhaps which the 
average lounger in that assemblage gathered on 
Mars's Hill most desiderated. And in the face 
of that demand and that expectation, how wonder- 
ful, and to us how touching, that the Apostle 
refrained even from that ingenuity (in the best 
sense of the word) he undoubtedly possessed : that 
fertility of resource, that versatility, and even that 
keen logical faculty which he wielded on so many 
other occasions — that, waiving all these resources, 
he put argument, Ic^c, rhetoric by, and declared 
the two facts that date from the creation of the 
world and of man — the last and greatest of crea-^ 
tions. God made the world and all that is therein : 
He is Lord of heaven and earth : He is a Spirit^ 
worshipped not with human hands but with the 
human heart; man is made in His image, and 
because of that, in Him we live, and move, and 
have our being. * I have no new philosophy, my 
Athenian brethren,' so in effect speaks the Hebrew 
Paul. ' The things I have to proclaim may be new 
in your ears, and in the mouths of your habitual 
instructors, but they are old as the first man — 
old as the world.' We are not told definitely — we 
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never are, nor can it be told*— what was the whole 
effect of this memorable speech. When the speaker 
came to the Resurrection of the Dead, St Luke 
tells us that 'some mocked' — and perhaps in the 
outbreak of laughter from these 'some' the orator 
bowed deprecatingly and ceased to speak. Others 
said, however, 'we will hear thee again of this 
matter' ; and one or two are mentioned by name 
as having then and there braved ridicule and 
persecution, and allied themselves with the new 
cause. But in how many minds, hearts, and inner 
chambers of conscience, those declared facts of the 
fatherhood of God, the sonship of the creature, 
the imperative need of repentance, and the final 
conquest over death and hell — in how many these 
facts were dierished, and dwelt upon, and allowed 
to germinate and spring up and overmaster and 
recreate the will and the affections — ^who shall say? 
No one; for the greatest, the most important 
changes wrought by the teacher on the disciple 
are never known save to the disciple — and to God. 
But this we know, that whatever was wrought for 
good by that brief discourse was wrought by the 
old facts it declared, and not by any new theories 
it elaborated. For of new theories it contained 
none. 

And herein, my brethren, lies much matter for 
us to ponder and take to heart This curiosity, 
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this eagerness for something new, is a symptom 
of every highly civilized and cultivated s^e. I do 
not at all wish to single out our own as proof of 
this. It is a mistake, I think, alwasrs to be de* 
tecting in ourselves the existence of diseases peculiar 
to us. We are not such a * peculiar' people in this 
or many other respects as we flatter ourselves^ 
Other peoples have been before us with most of 
our virtues and most of our failings. The curiosity 
we have been dwelling on was not confined to the 
Athenians themselves, though as citizens of the 
very focus of Greek culture — ^the * eye of Greece/ 
as Milton called it — ^they might seem most exposed 
to it. The ' strangers' who were there, so St Luke 
tells us, had either caught the infection or brought 
new forms of it with them. The eagerness for 
novelty, the expectation that something 'new' 
may yet *tum up' to explain life and make it 
more liveable, more comfortable, and the idea that 
this * something' will be elaborated out of human 
thought or research, belong to all periods and 
peoples where minds are active. The less serious 
and more fantastic forms of this hunger for novelty 
we all recognize, and confess, and laugh over. It 
is novelty, with large sections of society, that 
covers the multitude of sins. Old superstitions, 
old fashions, old impostures, old frivolities, old 
wickednesses even (shall I not say ?), we can rec<^- 
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nize as such> and pity our ancestors who were 
deluded by them. But for the new superstitions, 
the new fashions, the new impostures, the new 
frivolities, the new wickednesses— or if there is 
none quite new, then the 'oldest sins the newest 
kind of ways' — do we not daily watch them lead 
captive their willing thousands and tens of thou- 
sands? Faith-healing, esoteric Buddhism, Spiri- 
tualism — the last new Pretender of the last new 
pretence — any teacher whose words and professions 
are novel or whose manner has the charm of 
unconventionality. Novelty, novelty, novelty! is 
the clamour of enormous crowds — and crowds not 
at all from the quarters where we might naturally 
look for them. The love of novelty is found not 
only in the mob— the mobile^ whose very name 
declares that incident of fickleness; not only in 
the superstitious herd to whom every alleged voice 
from the supernatural world is equally interesting. 
We are often startled at the rapidity with which 
a new doctrine on any subject, human or divine, is 
seized upon and adopted. The theory that some 
great classic of our literature was not written by 
its allied author; the theory that the Anglo- 
Saxon race is the survival of the lost Jewish tribes 
— these are but familiar specimens of madnesses 
that from time to time absorb whole sects, with 
strangeness as the really one entrancing element 
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in them that makes them live a week, their antece- 
dent improbability the one charm that makes the 
untrained victim suppose them probable. These 
we can most of us smile at and be sorry for ; but 
we must not let our wholesome pity lull to sleep 
that necessary caution agains^ being ourselves led 
astray by the idol in some other form. It is not 
i^fainst ignoble forms of the love of 'telling or 
hearing some new thing' that we may have to be 
on our guard|but against »^^/f forms — ^forms noble, 
at least, in their aim and intention — ^animated by 
the eager desire to learn something truer and 
sounder than we seem yet to have attained about 
the m3^teries of life and death, about the relations 
of our fleeting existence to the infinities and im- 
mensities about ua > It may not be the uneducated 
taste for paradox that is at work within us here. 
It may be something less unworthy of creatures 
having intellects, but it may be also something 
still misleading to creatures having souls: for it 
may be leading us away from the old facts, in our 
eager pursuit after the new theories. There still 
lingers, among other last infirmities of noble minds, 
the idea that, if we are to get emancipated from 
old bondages, it will be by some substitute for 
lessons drawn from the old facts— some substitute 
yet to be discovered — ^for which the world stands 
patiently listening. There still lingers in many 
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breasts die £sdlacy that one thing is less likely 
to be true because it is old ; that something else 
is more likely to be true because it is new* Is it 
not the case, I ask you, that more of the time of 
seekers after truth (as they verily believe them* 
selves to be) is spent in sifting new theories than 
in dwelling upon these old facts? We examine 
new views and theologies and philosophies, and 
listen to new expounders of moral science and the 
philosophy of consciousness ; when all the while 
the teachers that St. Paul, at least, knew we needed 
•—the facts of consciousness — ^are put away from 
us as obsolete. For when asked for his new deities^ 
his new doctrine, his new philosophy, he pointed 
to a first cause : a Father of His children, a con* 
viction of sin, the need of repentance, the victory 
over death. These things were not new. It is 
characteristic of St. Paul's method, it is charac- 
teristic of the Gospel he was charged with, that 
they were not new. He preaches them boldly, 
as \Mxtg coeval with man. We preach the same 
things, no other, to congregations still. The casual 
listener hears the old doctrines, clothed perhaps 
in the same old words, and he is impatient ; and 
if he is flippant as well, he goes his way muttering 
something about their being *as old as Adam.' 
My brethren, let us welcome the familiar ad^e. 
If these things are worth hearing, worth examining, 
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worth building our lives upon^ it is because they 
are as old as Adarn^ and for no other reason. 
St Paul preached these things to the Athenians 
because they were old. Notice with what sublime 
confidence he submits these few sayings to his 
critical and supercilious audience, not as theories, 
but as facts, and as facts which their consciousness 
would not allow them to gainsay. He calls in 
their own poet to confirm him in this — ' We are 
also His ofispring ' — ^the fatherhood of God. Un« 
like the theory-monger, the snapper-up of undigested 
S3rmptoms, to whom the Epicurean likened him, 
he will not throw them a few new ideas to take 
home and wrangle over in a debating club. He 
gives them first those old, old facts which in the 
secret chambers ci many a conscience had sug- 
gested so many wonderings and awakened so 
many hopes and fears since the first dawnings of 
intell^ence :-^ 

Old tbiogt need not be tlieiefore tniel 
Ahl brother men, nor yet the new. 

Yes, let us beware of this fallacy. It is certain 
that things are not of necessity true because they 
are old. But we are in a poor way if our logic 
leads us only thus far. Let us go at least one 
step further. Things are not nteessarily untrue 
because they are old. On the contraty, whatever 
most nearly concerns our life must needs be very 
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old, must date from the b^inning of man's exist- 
ence on this globe. The old, old facts, not the 
new, new fashions, concern us stilU Creation in 
God's image, sonship, disobedience, the misery of 
lawlessness and godlessness, the loneliness of the 
prodigal, the sense of evil that clings to us and 
will not be shaken off, the fear of death— these 
things, because they are old, are ever new. The 
message of Christ appeals to these old things: 
it springs from them, it rests upon them. Distrust 
therefore any new religion that is not also based 
upon these things. All around us, alluring us^ are 
the S3rstems that ignore them :•— 

The old world goei its way, 
And takes its truth from each new day. 

We may not take our truth from such, but from 
the old days and the old facts. There may be 
a thousand different voices, methods, fashions, 
appealing to the myriad tastes and idiosyncrasies 
of men. These may be doing the same work, if 
they only recognize the real evils of man's state 
and the one eternal remedy. St* Paul rejoiced 
that Christ was preached, whether or not it were 
through his own arguments or eloquence. So let 
us still rejoice, for there is no way long or short, 
direct or indirect, that we dare call a wrong way, 
if it but lead men to the foot of the Cross. 

My brethren, this is the first Sunday of the 
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academical year ; and I am addressing some per- 
haps who are starting full of hope and enthusiasm 
on a new career, and amid associations that must 
of necessity bring them into contact with many 
men and many minds, with views, opinions, theories, 
bewildering in their diversity, and dazzling from 
the talent which will be found upholding them. 
This is the first thought of one who is privil^ed 
to address you here at such a season. The other 
thought, which will be even stronger in the minds 
of his audience, is that of the loss of which every 
member of this University, even the newest and 
youngest, is to-day aware. For a preacher in this 
church to ignore such a feeling, though he be 
himself a member of another University, would be 
a presumption hardly less than if he attempted 
to add anything to what has been so well said 
elsewhere by those who knew Dr. Jowett best. 
We, outside that circle, knew him chiefly through 
his printed utterances. At many stages of his life, 
as we are all aware, he passed with the hasty critic 
for a preacher of new and strange doctrines. But 
those who read his teaching as a whole could not 
fail to see that it was in the very vital bases 
and depths of things that he laid the foundation 
of his philosophy of life, on the things that cannot 
be gainsaid — ^though men are so often willing to 
postpone them to the latest theory— >on truthful- 
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ness^ purity, charity, the paramount claim of duty, 
on whatever things are lovely and of good report. 
Whether he is writing of St Paul or of Plato, 
whether in sermon or in comment, the reader 
feels himself breathing the bracing atmosphere of 
righteousness. They were the ' old things,' not 
the new, which were the source of an influence, 
unique (so far as an outsider can judge) in its fer« 
tilizing and energizit^ power over the most varied 
minds and characters. May we, my brethren, 
however widely otherwise our paths may diverge, 
pray to be filled with the same enthusiasm for that 
which is good. So may we be led to the highest 
and deepest of all unities: the only unity that 
will survive the fashions of this fleeting worid. 
* And the glory which Thou hast given Me, I have 
given unto them ; that they may be one, even as 
We are one.' 



VIII 
GAIN THROUGH LOSS 

Dklivkkxd Whit-Sunday, Juhs a, 1895, by the Vbn. 
J. M. Wilson, St. John's Colligx, Camb&idob. 

ARCHDEACON OF MANCHESTER 

* Nererthelest I tell yon fhe truth ; It is expedient for you that 
I go awsy : for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come uito 
you.'— John xvi. 7. 

To-day, Whit-Sunday, is the birthday of the 
Church of Christ ; and it is on this day that I am 
summoned from our busy manufacturing county of 
the North to speak to young Oxford. I must speak 
to you about the Church. But there are many 
aspects of the Church : which shall I take ? I will 
take the subject of Gain through Loss — gain to the 
Church through apparent losses to the Church. 
You perhaps see the losses veiy keenly, so keenly 
that they seem to be ruin ; perhaps I see the gains 
more clearly. Yours is one experience, mine is 
another. Let us look at it together. The study 
will strengthen a hope, and it will suggest a duty. 
It is a cure for pessimism, and a cure for inaction. 

Gain through loss.. Let us first go back to that 
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group of the twelve to whom the words in our text 
were first spoken — ^that it was expedient that our 
Ix>rd should leave them. 

Is it possible for us, with all our efforts of 
imagination, for poet or painter, to picture the 
scene, to call up the feelings of the disciples, when 
our Lord said this to them ? The dark foreboding 
of their minds, that He was going to be taken from 
them, was confirmed by His own words. They 
had been for three years absolutely dependent upon 
Him. They were simple unlettered men. They 
had had in Him a leader, an unquestioned authority, 
One who commanded in equal d^^ee their love 
and their reverence. Drawn to Him as iron filings 
are drawn to a magnet, they knew that they would 
have no cohesion when the magnet should be taken 
away. Drawn to Him by an irresistible charm, 
yet unable to penetrate either the mystery of Hia 
being, or the far-off meaning of many of His words, 
they had as yet no message to deliver to the world, 
no Gospel to preach, no conception of a Church. 
What could possibly keep them together ? They 
possessed no code of rules, no creed, no organiza- 
tion, no programme, no tradition, no leader, no 
Bible. It is impossible to imagine the blankness 
with which they must have looked at one another 
as Christ uttered the amazing paradox, ' It is ex- 
pedient for you that I go away.' 
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I dwell on this picture in some detail, because it 
is the type of much that has occurred since, and of 
much that is occurring now. It contains an un- 
dying lesson of hope. Never, we are sure, could 
any loss seem so great, so crushing, so irreparable. 
And yet out of loss came gain. 

Something did take place on the first Whit- 
Sunday — it is a sure fact in history — which did 
transform those disciples into the greatest spiritual 
power that the world has ever seen. That un- 
organized band of apostles did find in the intangible, 
inconceivable, unimaginable gift of the Spirit, in an 
inner mystical union with Christ, a power, an im- 
pulse, a bond of unity, that not only made them 
into heroes, but founded, propagated, and still in- 
spires the whole Church of Christ. What must 
have seemed to them an incredible dream — ^this 
promise of a Comforter — ^has become a solid reality. 
There is a Holy Spirit in the hearts of men. The 
Comforter has come. Who can deny it ? It was 
expedient that Christ should go away. Men would 
have been children had He remained. 

Now I say that this illustration of gain through 
loss will explain a great deal to us. If this real 
and awful loss turned out a gain, we need not 
despair at any other loss, however real, however 
awful. 

For example, do you know what it is to have 

K 
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grown up in some home, in some institution^ under 
the fatherly and strong influence of some great 
mind and will ; to have drawn inspiration from his 
look and voice, and then to have lost him ; to stand 
'bare, unshaded, alone'? Yet you may now see 
that it was expedient for you — ^that you leaned too 
much on him — ^that God will have no one to stand 
between you and Himself, no one to tempt you to 
look without instead of looking within. 

Or, a very common occurrence, you may for years 
have held strongly, unquestioningly, some clearly 
defined truth, and leaned, on it the whole weight of 
your faith ; and then the inevitable growth of mind 
takes place ; a disillusionment has come ; the form 
in which you held the truth has crumbled away 
under the add of inquiring thought — it is dust in 
your hands, and nothing more : and for the moment 
you thought that the Rock of Ages was crumbling 
beneath your feet. Of what use would it be at 
such a moment to tell you it is expedient for you 
that such a faith should be taken from you ? The 
loss seems irreparable. Nothing can replace it 

If any one of us is candid with himself he will 
find, in reviewing his spiritual growth, that support 
after support, illusicm after illusion, has been taken 
away from him. He may think, and others may 
tell him, that it is a progress towards unbelief ; that 
this is the final goal ; that faith is a mistake ; that 
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all is blank : better to let it all go, and be disquieted 
no more. But the lesson of to-day is far otherwise* 
The goal to which you have been tending may not be 
unbelief, but a very different goaL It may be that 
inwardness, that fece-to-faceness with God and your 
own soul, which is the true goal of spiritual religion, 
as it was the religion of Christ Himself. It is ex- 
pedient that the visible, the tangible, the material, 
the definable, should pass away from each of us : 
for if it go not away, the true inwardness, the 
Comforter, cannot come to us. But we cannot 
express this inwardness in words. No man can 
tell another what it is, any more than Christ could 
tell His disciples what the Holy Spirit would be to 
them. The loss must come first, before the gain ; 
the gain cannot be forestalled. There must be the 
bewilderment and the black darkness of Geth- 
semane and Calvary ; there must be the forty days, 
or, it may well be, forty years, of uncertainty and 
of scattered hopes before the inwardness, the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, can come. No man can express 
it in words. To attempt to do so leads men into 
n^ations, which are easily misunderstood by those 
to whom the outer symbol is at present more 
than the inner faith, — by those to whom the hedge 
by which the law is surrounded is more sacred than 
the law, — by all beginners in the life of faith. But 
be well assiu^ that all of us have to part with the 
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outward, and that often such parting is a time of 
blank groping and despair ; and yet that the loss 
of the outward is not the loss of faith, but a gain 
of truth and strength and insight and confidence. 
There is therefore in this thought a lesson of hope, 
a true word, to many of you young men. You 
may be asking yourselves, Am I losing all my 
faith m this inquiring, analytical, disintegrating 
atmosphere of Oxford? And it may be true — 
I dare not venture to say it is always true — ^to say 
in reply, It is expedient^ it is necessary that one 
support after another should go, for God desires 
you to lean directly on Him. It is an awful 
venture: you cannot see before you — ^but under- 
neath are the everlasting arms. You are not 
losing your faith ; it is being transformed, purified, 
deepened, made inward. 

It is not alwasrs true; because men sometimes 
have their faiths blotted out by the clouds and 
fumes that rise from the pit of their own passions. 
I am not thinking of one who, by giving way to 
the lusts of the flesh in any form, is losing all sight 
of the spiritual world: that is another matter. 
Perhaps none such are listening to me. I am 
speaking of the candid and generous mind, the fair 
unclouded brow, of many and many of you, young 
men, such as I have known in years past, and still 
love from my soul ; of young men who in these 
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years of college life pass through a time when they 
have lost sight of their Christ, and have not yet 
consciously received the gift of the Comforter. To 
such I would say, Do not despair ; it is expedient ; 
wait ; wait for the message, that is on its way to 
you ; be modest, reverent, expectant 

But there are wider lessons than this of help to 
the individual. Christ leaving the disciples is the 
one inexhaustible illustration of the principles by 
which God is plainly governing the spiritual educa- 
tion of the Church and the world. Ethical history 
is one continued illustration of gain through loss. 

God has created man to be free, and His will is 
that man's freedom shall be real, and that it shall 
at last be consecrated to Himself. Man's will is 
destined at last to be one with God's will. Not by 
a compulsion to do right, not by an authority which 
leaves nothing to the individuality, the freedom of 
man ; but by a certain spontaneity, an inwardness, 
a spiritual mind, which of itself draws near to God : 
this seems to be God's will for man. We are to be 
our very selves, but freely to consecrate ourselves 
to God. 

And the whole scheme of the religious training 
of the world is to train men by the visible till they 
are able to trust the invisible. And it would seem 
as if God thought that they were able to do this 
long before man thought it possible. He has taken 
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away the props before man thought the edifice 
strong enough to stand He took away the Christ 
when the disciples were in despair, even before they 
knew Him aright; and again and again He has 
taken away what men have deplored as irreplace- 
able, essential. 

Glance in thought at the history of God's self- 
revelation — in ancient religions generally^ or in the 
Old Testament alone. It is a continuous transition 
from the law written on stone to the law written on 
the heart ; from sacrifice to pra}rer ; from national 
recc^ition of a Deity to individual communion 
with a Father; from the outward to the inward. 
And when we come to the further revelation of 
God through Jesus Christ, another great step is 
taken : there is no loiter a priesthood and sacrifice ; 
no longer in Jerusalem are men to worship the 
Father. God is Spirit He dwells in the heart of 
all men. The kingdom of God is within ; it is love, 
joy, peace. All the commandments are summed 
up and fulfilled in love of God and love of man. 
There is great apparent loss. Religion has lost all 
its outwardness ; it is a spirit, a temper, an atti- 
tude of soul. This is its essence. It needs forms 
to clothe it, and house it, and give it permanence 
and disciplinary power ; not, except through forms, 
could the inwardness be transmitted from father to 
son. It would have perished like a river in the 
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sand. But the real kingdom of God is within. It 
is the kingdom of the Holy Spirit, filling our hearts 
with love and spiritual-mindedness. 

Of course this spiritual religion which Christ re- 
vealed could not come at once. Men could not, 
and cannot, and never will dispense with the visible : 
nor could they, nor can they, distinguish between 
the visible form and that invisible spirit which the 
form contained. So the history of the Church tells 
us how the visible rigns and helps and machine- 
ries of religion grew up round its ixmer spirit, em- 
bodying it, giving it strength, visibility, durability, on 
the one hand ; but sometimes disguising, obscuring, 
effacing it. We read how round the simple apostolic 
faith of the first century forms of faith and of worship 
grew, as grow they must ; and then how that faith 
developed into a theology in which metaphors were 
treated as scientific axioms, and into a Church 
system which seemed to men indispensable. We 
read how, in utter confidence that all this was 
absolute truth, and that to hold any other faith was 
deadly sin before God, in later ages men justified 
persecution ; and thousands upon thousands were 
put to horrible deaths. All this is the obscuring of 
the inward by the outward* 

That faith in the outward was taken away, not 
by the growth of a purer, truer spirit within, but 
harshly, roughly, by the scoffs of men like Voltaire, 
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whom men thought to be doing the devil's work. 
It was expedient that such a form of faith, though 
it seemed indispensable, should pass away, and it 
passed away, crucified, as Christ was crucified, by 
no friendly hands : there was gain in that loss. 

All through the history of the Church we can 
see that when the world is prepared for it, and 
always before the Church or the world thinks that 
the world is prepared for it, some support is taken 
away, some illusion is dissolved. 

Go back to the terrible disillusionment of the 
Jews when they saw all that they held most sacred 
— temple and priests, and law and promises — all 
swept away. They had no continuing city, no 
certain promises. Or think of the fearful dis- 
illusionment of the faithful souls in Europe when 
Luther faced the power of Rome, and the earth did 
not open and swallow him up; when the fiction 
of an infallible Church was for ever dissolved. 

By many, in every such age, and not least in our 
own, the loss of the outward is confounded with 
infidelity; but it is at once a more hopeful and 
a juster view, more historically true, more spiritually 
true, to see in these ages the growth of inwardness 
rather than the growth of unfaith. And such a 
thought is needed as a guide to us all to-day. 

It is quite obvious that a change is passing over 
the popular estimate of some of the greatest factors 
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and authorities and influences in our spiritual life* 
It is passing over our estimate of the Bible, of the 
Church, of theology. 

The criticism of the Bible is in every one's 
mouth. Those who are not scholars or students, 
and know very little of either the Bible or criti- 
cism, are deeply affected by it The Bible is no 
longer the final authority before the slightest text 
of which we can bow as our fathers bowed. In 
a certain sense it is taken away from us ; and it is 
expedient — it is God's doing — that it should be so. 
But remember that it is only a gain to you if it 
has the effect of bringing out the inwardness of the 
Bible-voice to you. You will recall the poem of 
Matthew Arnold on * Progress ' — 

Say ye : ' The spirit of man has found new roads, 
And we mnst leave the old faiths, and walk therein!' — 
Leave then the Cross as ye have left carved gods. 
Bat guard the fire within! 

Are you guarding the fire within, the inward 
flame of loyalty to the eternal laws of God and 
duty ? The light-hearted and superficial contempt 
or neglect of that great witness that God governs 
the world in righteousness, the n^lect of that pro- 
foundest revelation of the eternal moral law slowly 
evolving itself, which we have in the Bible — this is 
sheer loss, and with no compensating gain. The 
infallible and ever-present guide is taken away^ 
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and it is expedient that it should be so ; there is 
a power, a spirit, yet to be revealed in that book, 
that shall come to those who reverently wait and 
look for the law within. 

Plainly too the authority of the Church to decide 
on truth is taken away from us. Our own Church 
is but one branch of the great Church of Christ, 
though we think it the purest. It is impossible for 
us, moreover, to believe that if the whole Church 
was federated, and a council were called represent- 
ing the whole Church of Christ, they could so 
prejudge the evolution of truth as to decide any 
question for all ages. There is in the nature of 
things a development, an evolution of truth ; and 
it cannot be anticipated. We are always advancing 
into the unknown ; it is of the essence of God's 
education of the world ; we have an inner gm'de^ 
not inconsistent with human freedom and human 
liability to error ; but as there is no unmistakeable 
manual, so there is no infallible voice. It is in« 
wardness, the voice of a free Spirit in free human 
hearts, not obedience to authority, that God seems 
to desire ; and to this we are tending. 

And you well know how the outer form of theo- 
logy, of one doctrine after another, may pass away ; 
and perhaps you know what an awful blank it 
leaves, or at least what a separation from the 
thought of our fathers. But there is a gain in such 
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losses, if only an inner truth takes stronger hold 
of our souls and fills us with a larger and more 
divine love. Are we not really able to come nearer 
to the true Jesus Christ than were even our fathers ? 
I think we can see Him more truly than in any age 
since the first century. Some growths of mytho- 
logy that have gathered round Him may be passing 
away, and yet there is more than compensating 
gain. We can see, if we will, that Christ did teach 
the fatherhood of God as no one had taught it 
before ; and we can understand that in this absolute 
and simple knowledge that He, the Son of Man, 
was also the Son of God, was found the fulfilment 
of all the dim visions, surmises, and philosophies 
of every age and country ; and that in this teaching 
also lay His marvellous power over the hearts of 
men. It may not be possible for us to see and 
state this fact except in the human language of 
miracle and mythology; but miracle and mytho- 
logy are not of the essence of it, and the eternal 
significance of the revelation of Christ as the Son 
of God, and as the incarnation of the Logos, does 
not depend on the passing form of words in which 
we embody it, but on the fact that Christ's revela- 
tion did awake in the hearts and minds of those 
who lived with Him, and has awaked in the 
hearts and minds of every generation since, the 
ineffaceable conviction that in Him first, and in 
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Him alone, all humanity was lifted to the know- 
ledge of its sonship to God, was reconciled to 
God, brought to the knowledge of His love, re- 
stored, redeemed. And this ever-present Christ, 
this revelation of a new relation to God, this power 
of entering on a new life, this evoking of the divine 
within us, this real forgiveness of sins, the blotting 
out of a dreaded past, and the eternal life of the 
spirit preached as the resurrection from the dead» 
have been, and I believe ever will be, the regenera- 
ting power in the world ; and this is the message 
of the Church to the world. 

All formulas, all d(^[mas« all creeds, are, from the 
very nature of language and the laws of human 
growth^ approximations, with the inevitable imper- 
fections that pertain to words when applied to the 
abstract, the unseen, the infinite, the divine, and 
yet can be honestly and intelligently used. They 
are hedges to defend the law, husks to protect the 
kernel, until that day shall come when God shall 
write His law direct in every heart, and every one 
shall live always in the presence of God. 

Even here then there may be gain, if the loss of 
dogmatic belief drives you into greater inwardness, 
and more direct dependence on God and the voice 
within. It is giving you understanding; an im- 
movable basis of faith. 

And to what practical end does all this lead ? to 
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what do I call you ? I call you to throw in your lot 
more unreservedly, more confidently, more dutifully, 
more intelligently, with the Church of Christ and 
the Church of England, as laymen or as clergy. 
You can do so with perfect honesty. Its work is, 
as ever, to wake in men the sense of the divine 
within themselves by the manifestation of Jesus 
Christ. Methods will vary, phrases may vary ; but 
if you think this work worthy of a man, the highest 
work for a man, and should come face to face in 
any form with the work itself, you will find that 
the methods and phrases of the Church justify 
themselves more than you may imagine ; that you 
cannot otherwise teach what you want to teach ; 
and that the charity and sweetness and faithful 
dutifulness of myriads upon myriads in our country, 
and the heroism, love, patience of myriads more, 
are the result of the influence of saintly and kindly 
souls assisted and trained by the multiplied organi- 
zation of our ancient Church, its services, its sacra- 
ments, its schools, its Bibles, its literature, its 
pastorate. This triumph of the Christian spirit is 
worth preserving. Here the flame is kept alive. 
The old Church, by its old methods, is doing and 
has to do a vast though often unrecognized work. 

But there is a call for more than the maintenance 
of the ancient Church system ; there is an earnest 
call for a new spirit, side by side, and filling this 
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system, which can only come from such as you. 
There is a demand for genuine respect and brother* 
liness towards other branches of the Church <^ 
Christ. There is a demand for the recognition of 
the unity of aim of all rel^ions. Moreover, the 
Church has to solve many social problems which 
demand intelligence, knowledge, sympathy, insight 
How is the individualism, the demand for freedom, 
of the age, to be reconciled with the democratic 
spirit which so soon passes into tyranny, and with 
the requirements of modem production ? How can 
competition be deprived of its embittering effects 
on those who £aul, and its hardening effects on 
those who succeed ? How can grace and beauty 
and dignity come to common men in lives of such 
mechanical routine ? how can society es^ist worthily 
dther with socialism or without it? It is to the 
higher and deeper insight of Christian philosophy 
in trained and earnest minds that men look for 
a solution of these questions. The labour groups 
of the North know well that they need a Christian 
ethical basis for all life if they are to avoid the 
certain issue of all non-Christian endeavours- 
materialistic socialism and its ignoble humanity. 
It is for such as you, in your 0¥m way, in the pulpit 
or out of it, to teach the coming age that dignity 
and nobility of life will come to every man who 
loves and fears God ; and that the one rule of life^ 
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the eternal law of God, for society, is to love our 
neighbour as ourselves. Nothing else can save us. 
Moral laws are laws exactly in the same sense as 
physical laws: they are true, they exist, whether 
we acknowledge and know them or not : and these 
are the laws of God. 

To you, young men of Oxford, ' young men of 
the princes of the people/ through my voice the 
diocese of Manchester makes strong appeal. Come 
over and help us. In our teeming cities of the 
North, among our thoughtful men, and no less 
thoughtful women, the problem of our country will 
have to be worked out We iieed men more than 
any other diocese^ The harvest is greater, the 
labourers are fewer. Come, and you shall know 
how Lancashire welcomes an honest and true man 
who has in his heart the love of God and the love 
of his brother. 



IX 
PATIENCE IN JUDGEMENT 

Delivbked Sunday, November 17, 1889, by the 
Rev. W. W. Jackson. 

RECTOR OF EXETER COLLEGE 

'Now we see. through a glasB darkly.'— i CoR. ziii. la. 

Those who have read the history of early 
Christianity, by one of the most brilliant and 
refined of French writers, will recall a passage in 
which he condemns St. Paul for never undergoing, 
at least in the close of his life, that disenchantment 
which is supposed to be the lot of every great mind. 
'St. Paul,' he says, 'is not free from the defect 
which repels us in all sectaries : he believes stolidly. 
We should wish him at times, like ourselves, to sit 
wearied beside the road, and to recognize the 
vanity of all fixed opinions' (Renan, VAntechHsi^ 
pp. loi fT.). The sure faith of St. Paul is so alien to 
the temper of the writer that he cannot forgive the 
Apostle for retaining to the end that triumphant 
assurance which bears him on through the diffi- 
culties and dangers of his earlier career. Is there 
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not in such a passage a touch of levity that mars 
the effect of a work regarded from a literary point 
of view, as well as a lack of that tenderness and 
sympathy without which no right estimate of a 
great personality can ever be formed? St. Paul 
certainly was in no danger of coming to regard his 
whole life as a long mistake. But he had under- 
gone all through his career that kind of disenchant- 
ment which comes to every one who goes outside 
his own door, and labours on behalf of any cause, 
however excellent. St. Paul had borne the severest 
trials both in his outer and in his inner experience. 
He endured afflictions, necessities, distresses ; with- 
out were fightings, within were fears ; and lest he 
should glory in the revelation vouchsafed to him, 
the thorn in the flesh was laid on him, the messenger 
of Satan to buffet him. In his converts he was 
disappointed. Men he trusted fell away from him. 
Some could not rise to the height of Christian 
liberty, and fled back to the bondage from which 
Christ had set them free : others relapsed into sin 
such as was not even named among the Gentiles. 
As time went on the perversions of error increased 
— error the more insidious because it had the form 
of godliness, but denied the power thereof. Even 
the gifts which were poured out by the Spirit on 
the Church might be abused ; and the Apostle had 
to recall his hearers from these outward signs to 

L 
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a more excellent way. It is impossible to think of 
any form of trial and disappointment which St Paul 
had not experienced. But he cannot be disen- 
chanted of his faith in Christ : every fresh shock 
only strengthens it. So it must have been till the 
end. Nothing short of a miracle in human nature 
could have changed the belief which, in spite of 
every adverse circumstance, had been growing and 
deepening for a lifetime. In the supreme hour, of 
which we know so little, we are yet justly sure 
that the Apostle was upheld by Him on whom he 
trusted, and that then, as in his lifetime, the teach- 
ing of the Crucified bore its ripened fruit: 'My 
grace is sufficient for thee ; my strength is made 
perfect in weakness.' 

But St. Paul, with all the certainty of his faith, 
confesses that here ' we see through a glass darkly.' 
The Greek is not literally rendered in the Au- 
thorized Version. But, whatever be the exact 
meaning of the original, it affirms, even more 
emphatically than the current translation, the 
enigmatical character of truth, and the imperfection 
of the organs by which it is apprehended. A 
similar thought is somewhat differently expressed 
in the Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 'We 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the 
excellency of the power may be of God and not 
of us.' Perfection belongs only to God. Even 



IX. PATIENCE IN JUDGEMENT 147 

His chosen vessels are of earth, and the truth 
which they are commissioned to declare is obscured 
by the inherent defects of the human £^encies 
which are its ministers. 

The principle which St. Paul here enunciates has 
far-reaching applications. I shall confine myself to 
one of the consequences which directly flow from 
it — the need of patience in the intellectual treat- 
ment of religious truth — which is yet consistent 
with an assurance in which our nature, like that 
of St Paul, may repose. I am aware that this 
subject can only be touched lightly here. But it 
raises questions which some of my hearers have to 
decide practically for themselves before riper ex- 
perience can supply the necessary corrective to 
those half-truths which seem at times to satisfy 
our whole intellectual needs. I shall therefore try 
to suggest one or two considerations that should 
prevent us from expecting religious difficulties to 
be settled by one-sided logical ailments, and 
should make us content with that kind and degree 
of certainty which lies within our grasp. 

The discussion of religious problems has long 
been forced on the attention of every one. It has 
always had an attraction for English writers and 
thinkers, though from time to time the arguments 
vary and the centre of interest shifts its position. 
Even those who acknowledge that such questions 
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have to be faced may regret the necessity forced 
on them. The trusting faith, which is the natural 
attitude of so many of the most refined as well as 
of the simplest intellects, is not alwa}rs possible. 
There are many minds, masculine as well as 
feminine, for whose intellectual as well as moral 
and spiritual development it would be better to 
set these questions aside and, either in the pur- 
suit of knowledge or in the quiet performance of 
their daily duties, to preserve unchanged and 
unchallenged the pious beliefs and practices of a 
childh'ke faith. But we must acknowledge facts. 
Such questions have become a staple of popular 
literature: they are not and cannot be secluded 
from the field of popular discussion. But untrained 
minds apprehend or half apprehend only one side 
in a discussion. They are spellbound by argu- 
ments just suited to their apprehension and clothed 
in graceful or pointed language. There is a charm 
in the use of faculties which are immature, or rarely 
called into play. The mind which seldom sees 
anything clearly is fascinated by conclusions which 
are presented to it in cogent logical form, and takes 
them for unassailable. No man is so completely 
under the influence of ideas as the man of one idea. 
Hence denial and assertion are vehement in pro- 
portion to narrowness of vision. But denial is the 
more absolute of the two, for the man who affirms 
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a creed has to live with his faith and to find out its 
weakness and its strength, while he who denies it 
thinks that he can put it aside, and get it out of 
the way. There is at the present time a great deal 
of superficial curiosity about knowleci^ but a little 
knowledge satisfies it. Every one desires to feel 
himself on an intellectual level with his neighbour; 
The claim of equality which has been asserted in 
political life is made in every other r^on of human 
activity. Men aspire not only to have equal oppor- 
tunitieSy but to be reputed equals in worth and 
natural endowment They would appropriate the 
results of the most advanced thought and cultivation 
without either the capacity or the patience to master 
them. Hence the middleman, if I may use the 
term to designate the clear exponent of the ideas 
originated by the genius and toil of others, has 
risen to popularity and importance because he is 
able to gratify this common ambition. Digested 
knowledge is the favourite food of the mind, be- 
cause it is assimilated with least trouble. The 
ordinary reader, who has intelligence enough to 
understand a brilliant summary, pleases himself 
with the belief that he is now on an intellectual 
level with the patient and thoughtful student. The 
dwarf stands on the shoulders of the giant, and can 
even look down on him. Whatever benefits attend 
the popular diffusion of the latest theories and 
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discoveries, it does not directly tend to promote 
intellectual humility. Every one who seeks to 
satisfy his own mind — I am not speakii^ of the 
man of exceptional genius, but of every one who 
sets himself to learn — ^knows that in studying any 
one subject more questions are opened than can be 
solved. The domain of the unknown alwa}rs lies 
beyond him. He must also feel the necessary 
limitations which the shortness of time and the 
lack of opportunity impose on every one, whatever 
be his knowledge and capacity. All branches of 
knowledge are akin ; each has relations with every 
other. No man can say that he has placed himself 
at the focus where all the converging rays unite, 
and has been illuminated by them all. Now, if 
there be any subject which requires humility and 
breadth of view, it is the intellectual treatment of 
religious truth. The faith of Christ has not only 
been ' piercing to the dividing asunder of soul and 
spirit,' it has also been a ' discemer of thoughts.' 
It has affinities with every branch of intellectual 
activity. In every department we are brought 
face to face with problems which belong to faith 
as much as to science. Yet knowledge is only 
one kind of human activity, and is not that 
which is most directly inspired and controlled by 
faith. The search after religious truth makes 
higher demands on the moral even than on the 
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mental qualities of the student Yet with how 
light a spirit it is often handled. The subject^ 
has to be popularly treated, and therefore has to 
be presented in clear outline, so that the ordinary- 
reader may feel that he has the whole question in 
a nutshell, that he has disposed of it, and can now 
pass on to something else. Thus principles, which 
operate only under many limitations, are set out 
with the consequences which logically follow from 
them, and not merely as elements which contri- 
bute their quota to a complex whole. Methods of 
inquiry are handled with an assurance which their 
authors would never have approved, and pushed 
to conclusions which they do not warrant. The 
investigation of origins, with which science has 
been busied, is a branch of research which has 
fascinated the popular imagination. We all wish 
everything to be explained. The existence of 
religion is a phenomenon, and, like everything else, 
is to be explained. We do not stay to ask what 
range of antecedent questions the apparent ex- 
planation leaves unsolved. We are dazzled by its 
clearness, and are flattered with the assurance that 
we have now got behind our beliefs, and may 
regard the question as settled. Criticism is another 
branch of study which has a deep interest and 
attractiveness, and offers another kind of explana- 
tion. It recognizes the needs of the human spirit. 
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but underaunes the edifice which has been reared 
to provide for them. Its destructive aiguments 
admit of being stated with a force and clearness 
that leave nothing to be desired, and thus we are 
gratified with an easy certainty, though it be only 
the certainty that nothing is sure. 

In thus deprecating the tendency to assume 
conclusions that cannot be reached by any short 
and easy path, we are not withdrawing religion 
from the domain of inquiry. It has nothing to 
fear from discussion, when all the different aspects of 
faith are kept in view. Its permanent interests are 
not endangered by any one-sided attack. A violent 
assault is delivered at one of the many points of 
contact between faith and knowledge, and for a 
while the advantage seems to lie with the assailant. 
But religion strikes its roots too deeply to be 
thus dislodged. In time an agreement is seen to 
be possible, and the assailant becomes a friend. 
It is the individual who suffers when he thinks 
that the question is settled by trenchant argument 
or rhetorical plausibility. When any one has 
made up his mind for any reason, however inade- 
quate^ he is apt to think that the matter is closed. 
For him indeed it may be closed. We all of us 
have a great respect for our own past judgements. 
It is the kind of authority to which we are most 
willing to defer. So there are men who, in the 
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maturity of their powers, do not come back upon 
the hasty conclusions of their early days in respect 
to the faith of Christ It is a subject which is 
excepted from patient and careful review. They 
are content to ignore the mass of evidence which, 
as life goes on, comes through the intellectual as 
well as the moral and spiritual faculties ; content 
to be separated from the great body of their fellow 
men, and to be alien from the deepest sympathies 
that bind them together in all the most important 
concerns of life on this side of the grave^ as well as 
in the faith that looks beyond. 

I have touched on the unbelief into which men are 
often led by the desire for a premature intellectual 
certainty. But we must not forget that St Paul 
is here speaking to Christians. He is writing as 
a disciple of Christ to his fellow disciples. They 
too may foi^et that here we see through a glass 
darkly, and that the treasure of divine truth is 
contained in earthen vessels. The whole tenor 
of this thirteenth chapter of the first Epistle to the 
Corinthians, which sets Christian love above any 
outward signs or any intellectual knowledge, is 
inconsistent with that spirit of absolutism which 
has asserted itself in various forms and degrees 
within the Church as well as without May we 
not find this spirit in two systems which alike 
claim absolute sway over the minds and consciences 
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of men ? An inexorable logic deduces the decree 
of predestination from the belief in an all-powerful 
and all-wise God. Reasoning hardly less cogent 
derives the infallibility of the outward organization 
of the Church from principles which almost all 
professing Christians would admit The one theory 
virtually denies the fact of human goodness and 
its foundation in human responsibility. The other 
advances a daim to perfection in the ministration 
of divine truth which certainly was not advanced 
by St. Paul, and to which the facts of history lend 
no support. Such theories are put forward in an 
exaggerated form by certain branches and at certain 
epochs of the Christian Church, but the spirit which 
inspires them may find a home an3nvhere. These 
pretensions owe much of their attractiveness to the 
truths with which they have been allied. Many 
persons no doubt have surrendered to the spirit of 
absolutism, because they have found so much that 
is lovely and of good report pressed into its service. 
They have even been willing to accept its extreme 
developments for the sake of the associated beliefs 
which have become part of their inner life. But 
the tendency which displays itself in alliance with 
faith is the same as that which is sometimes enlisted 
against it. Thus we find that the adherents of 
83rstems which are held in the same temper, although 
they arrive at opposite conclusions, understand 
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each other better^ and are sometimes closer together 
than those who more nearly agree in their opinions, 
but maintain them on different principles and in 
a different spirit. Some of us may have known 
persons who have been drawn with almost equal 
force to the religion of Positivism and to the 
Church of Rome. The memoir of the great dialec- 
tician of the Oxford Movement, which has been so 
admirably written by his son, strikingly illustrates 
the habits of thought of one who before all things 
craves for logical certainty. He too had been an 
admirer of Comte, as well as of logical writers 
whose conclusions differed widely from those in 
which he afterwards found rest. 

We have before us depicted in this biography 
the working of a mind which overlooks constdera« 
tions essential to truth when they mar the perfection 
of the theory which for the time possesses it. Here 
is one who is an excellent mathematician, so long 
as geometrical reasoning suffices, but has no liking 
for applied mathematics, where different principles 
have to be adjusted, and approximate results alone 
are attainable. In mechanical problems he declines 
to take account of the disturbance caused by 
frictioa So in framing a religious theoty the fixity 
of his principles cannot be disturbed by a reference 
to facts. He refuses to concern himself with history. 
It not only lies outside his province ; it is ignored. 
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Intellectual certainty belongs only to a complete 
and rounded theory: everything which interferes 
with this is to be set aside. The portrait here 
sketched is so harmonious that it almost appears 
unreal. It might have been drawn independently 
of experience : the ideal type is embodied in the 
actual representative. 

Yet we need not deny the use of logical reasoning 
in matters of faith, or give up the hope of mental 
certainty. An eminent writer once said that if he 
were offered his choice between the possession and 
the perpetual quest of truth, he would choose the 
latter. The authority of St Paul could hardly be 
adduced in support of this preference. St. Paul 
at least does not speak with approval of those who 
are ' ever learning, but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth/ We all want certainty : 
it is a natural desire, and cannot be doomed to 
perpetual disappointment There are beliefs which 
come home to the mind with invincible force, though 
we may refuse to acknowledge the claims of any 
one absolute system. Faith may be real and 3^t 
recognize the limitations that surround it and are 
to be removed only by d^^ees and by many 
different agencies. But the certainty of faith can- 
not be won by any intellectual system, or forced 
upon us by any external authority. It is not 
manufactured, it grows on the soil prepared for it 
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Those who live by it find that side-lights fall on 
it from various quarters as on all living thoughts 
in the mind, and they need not be curious to 
analyse the process by which it comes to be the 
ruling certainty of their lives. But religic^ has no 
feud with logic. We may still regard it as the 
instrument of truth ; only it must be a logic that 
bends to facts, and does not seek to override them ; 
a logic that discovers the thread of connexion in 
the known phenomena of mind and of nature, and 
does not substitute its own theories, however con- 
sistent, for the order of the world. Facts are 
a portion of God's revelation, and not the least 
certain. Our minds are so constituted that they 
cannot withhold their assent from ascertained 
truth. But no permanent opposition has ever been 
established between any form of knowledge and 
the faith of Christ, except when faith has been 
wedded to an absolute theory, which cannot yield 
at any one point without collapsing altogether. 
May I not refer for an example of the relation 
between knowledge and faith to that branch of 
study which William Geoi^e Ward set aside? 
Historical inquiry was at first stimulated by the 
Oxford Movement. Its leaders were justly indig- 
nant at the supine indifference which cared for 
nothing but the letter of the Bible and the inter- 
pretation put upon it in the sixteenth century. 
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Neither the one nor the other could be understood 
except in the light of history. But historical 
inquiry cannot be carried on without the aid of 
criticism, and criticism was at first regarded as 
a foe. Every science has to settle its own methods 
and to work out its own conclusions ; it cannot be 
fettered by any a priori theories. Thus historical 
and literary criticism was pursued by independent 
students, and for a long time both their methods 
and their conclusions were viewed with suspicion. 
But this estrangement could not be permanent 
By the labours of those students of history and 
theology, to whom we owe so much, not only 
have the mature results of criticism, at all events 
in its application to the New Testament, been 
accepted, but the paramount importance of his- 
torical inquiry as a means of ascertaining facts 
has been fully recognized. Opinion, or the expres- 
sion of opinion, has been modified, but faith in its 
essentials has been maintained ; and a wider and 
firmer foundation of agreement has been laid than 
could have been afforded by any arbitrary and 
despotic system. The free service of the sciences 
has conferred, and is conferring, on theology greater 
benefits than she derived from them when she 
claimed to be their absolute mistress and queen. 
The cause of faith can only gain when we no 
longer refuse to acknowledge the nature of things, 
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when we no longer require to find vessels of earth 
that are not earthen, or to see face to face before 
the veil is removed. The spirit of absolutism finds 
no support from the Apostle, who recalls the 
attention of his disciples from the spiritual gifts 
which were the outward manifestations of Christ's 
presence in His Church, to the higher function and 
higher certainty of Christian charity. The law of 
Christ rules the mind as well as the soul. One 
spirit runs through all the teaching of the New 
Testament. " ' The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.' So, too, ' the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy 
to be intreated.' There is not, and cannot be, 
a wide divergence between the temper of the 
Christian and the spirit of the creed in which he 
lives. The strength of Christ's religion is made 
perfect in weakness, not in absolutism. Like the 
Christian, it defers to the will of God as it is 
expressed in facts, and does not seek to override 
them. 

In what has been said I have tried to express 
two thoughts arising out of the words of St Paul. 
Those who are in danger of forming hasty judge- 
ments should understand the conditions under 
which faith exists before rashly setting it aside. 
On the other hand, those who have a strong hold 
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on their beliefs should not think it possible to 
compel assent by any absolute system, but should 
recognize that God reveals Himself in various 
ways, and that there is in the Gospel a spirit 
running through all the teachii^ of Christ, which 
is a higher revelation than the forms in which it 
is from time to time embodied. In conclusion, 
I will briefly return to one or two considerations 
which specially affect ourselves. 

If experience be so necessary for sound judge- 
ment, and if faith has so many points of contact 
with knowledge, how shall any one who must of 
necessity be only a learner in any subject, and is 
bound to concentrate himself on the task set before 
him, hope to apply himself to the intellectual treat- 
ment of religious questions with any profit or 
advantage? Ought not a preacher to be content 
with repeating the advice that has often been 
given from this pulpit, and exhortii^ his younger 
hearers at least to put such discussions aside, and 
to go on with the work set before them until in 
the ripeness of their knowledge they are better 
fitted to deal with them? To those for whom 
the intellectual aspect of faith offers no strong 
attraction, no better advice can be given. But it 
cannot be urged on all. Not only are such matters 
forced on our attention, but we cannot separate the 
different aspects of faith. We cannot keep the 
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intellectual apart from the moral and spiritual. 
In youth the mind as well as the body has a 
freshness which never returns. At this season of 
life the unity of human nature and the higher 
unity which runs through all creation, come home 
to many minds as a revelation which finds no 
vehicle but in the Bible, and in the noblest poetry. 
But every one who approaches religion from its 
intellectual side must acknowledge his responsi- 
bility. He must remember the need of humility 
and patience. In every direction we come finally 
to problems which cannot be decisively solved. 
The region of first principles is the region of belief. 
We can only believe, and we cannot but believe. 
Intellectual conviction grows, it cannot be forced 
on the mind. But what has sufficed for the pro- 
foundest intellects may well content ours. We 
shall not see further than they have seen into the 
divine mysteries, although the revolution of time 
presents to each generation ever new aspects of 
divine truth. And we must ever remember that 
intellectual apprehension of Christ's teaching is 
inseparably connected with practical obedience to 
His will. If logic in the higher sense of the word 
guides us in our search for the true theory of the 
actual relations of phenomena, then Ic^c will 
enforce this connexion. If it exists in the nature 
of things, then it is the province of reason ta 
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apprehend it, and to show the interdependence of 
intellectual and spiritual enlightenment To ignore 
this is folly as well as sin. In the great poem of 
Dante, when the lost soul who had trusted to the 
Holy See for immunity from the sin committed on 
its behalf is carried to his doom, the evil spirit who 
bears off the sinner from the hands that would save 
him says tauntingly to him, * Maybe thou didst not 
think that I was a logician.' Absolution cannot 
save without repentance The logic of the Eternal 
Law refutes the logic of the Schools. So it is no 
theory of men but the eternal law of God that the 
soul, as it lives by faith, gains the perception of its 
reasonableness, and as it defiles itself with evil, 
loses its apprehension of spiritual truth. Spiritual 
insight b^ins with spiritual life. This, and not 
adherence to any one school of religious thought, 
was the lesson which the great schoolmaster of the 
last generation impressed most deeply on all who 
came within his influence. This teachii^ never 
becomes obsolete. The changing aspects of life 
give an ever fresh interpretation to the divine will. 
New controversies arise ; new forms of secular and 
religious society come into being ; new intellectual 
problems have to be solved, but this truth remains 
unaltered. Through holiness shall men see the 
Lord : ' if any man will do His will he shall know 
of the doctrine whether it be of God.' 
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Here this Sermon should have ended. But since 
these pages were written a calamity has befallen 
us to which I cannot but refer. Dr. Edwin Hatch 
has been removed by death after a brief illness, 
when it seemed that the brightest and most fruitful 
period of his career still lay before him. The 
indefatigable worker is at rest. The pen has 
dropped from the busy hand ; the active brain is 
stilL It is hard even now to realize that his life's 
work has all come to an end. I will not speak as 
a friend might be allowed to speak of a friend. 
Nor is this the time, if I had the power, to estimate 
the value of his contributions to theology. But 
every one here can have only one feeling of sorrow 
for the loss which his death has inflicted on theo- 
logical learning in Oxford and in England. His 
example has done much to stimulate and to re- 
commend the dispassionate study of facts without 
which theolc^[y, like all other sciences, is but a 
sickly plant. His conclusions would not have been 
considered even by himself as more than stepping- 
stones. Many persons dissented from them ; but 
every one must admire the pains and candour he 
showed in arriving at them. His unquestioned 
mastery of the field which he had made his own, 
and his wide and accurate acquaintance with other 
branches of theology, enforced attention. He de- 
served a hearing because he never acquiesced in 
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anything less than the best and most exact know- 
ledge attainable. His was the same spirit as that 
of our great divine, and commentator on St. Paul, 
the acknowledged leader of theological learning in 
England. Surely this spirit must ultimately pre- 
vail. Everything short of the truth must vanish 
away. Systems in which facts are suppressed 
and distorted have their day. But they are in 
their nature transient. Truth alone can ultimately 
endure, and only in the truth is final agreement 
possible. May there never be wanting a succes- 
sion of English theologians who, with no blindii^ 
prepossessions, shall set themselves to learn the 
will of God as it is revealed in the facts of history, 
of literature, of human nature, and the constitution 
of the world. If the unwearied industry and devo- 
tion of the friend whom we lament shall help others 
to realize the high ideal of a student's duty after 
which he strove himself, then he will not have lived 
in vain. 
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CHRISTIAN SOBERNESS 

DU.IVBAXD Sunday, Noyxmbxr 17, 1895, by the 
KsY. W. W. Jackson. 

RECTOR OF EXETER COLLEGE 

' I am not mad, most noble Fcstns ; bat speak forth the words of 
troth and soberness.' — ^AcTS zxvi. 25. 

Among all the qualities of truth none has a 
higher place in the estimation of St. Paul than its 
soberness. The story which he had just told must 
have sounded in the ears of Festus like the recital 
of a dream. St. Paul assures him that it is a plain 
statement of fact, and wishes it to be tried by the 
ordinary rules of evidence. This mode of argument 
is eminently characteristic of the Apostle. What- 
ever be the aspect of Christian life or teaching with 
which he deals, the need of soberness is seldom 
absent from his mind. In many passages of his 
writings, not least in the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians, there is an undertone of self-criticism, 
a consciousness of the objections that might be 
urged against his position, together with an in- 
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domitable conviction of the truth on which it rests. 
The conflict between these states of mind is marked 
in the strains of eloquence that diversify the thread 
of his argument. But he never forgets that truth 
must be sober. This rule helps him to determine 
the relative value of the gifts which were imparted 
to the members of the early Church, and induces 
him to award the preference to those which would 
approve themselves to an impartial critic. * If the 
whole Church,' he says, 'be come together into 
one place, and all speak with tongues, and there 
come in those that are unlearned or unbelievers, 
will they not say that ye are mad? But if all 
prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not 
or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is 
judged of all.' So in the treatment of practical 
questions affecting daily life, such as the relations 
of believers and unbelievers, or the eating of meat 
offered to idols, St. Paul, as every one would admit, 
settles them as far as possible by an appeal to 
common sense. He exhibits in fact that tendency 
which became more pronounced in the Church as 
time went on, and which at various periods of its 
history has saved it from becoming the prey of 
visionaries and fanatics. Such a period was that 
which witnessed the spread of Montanism in Phrygia 
and in Africa. Montanism, like all other great 
heresies, gave a one-sided development to funda- 
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mental truths. Asceticism was directly inculcated 
by the teaching of the Gospel. No disciple of 
Christ could walk in the footsteps of his Master 
unless he had subdued the flesh to the spirit. 
Montanism was a school of asceticism and self- 
mortification. Exaltation of mind and a general 
difiusion of spiritual gifts had attended the growth 
of the Church of Corinth. Similar manifestations 
marked the rise of Montanism. The gift of pro- 
phecy which was poured out on the leaders of the 
sect was ascribed to the spirit of all truth, and 
the prophecies of Montanus, and of Prisca and 
Maximilla, were so generally acceptable that they 
all but received the formal recognition of the Roman 
See. Montanism laid stress on the distinction 
between those who belonged to the Church out- 
wardly and those who belonged to it inwardly, ' in 
the spirit and not in the letter,' ' Ecclesia proprie 
et principaliter ipse est spiritus ' (Tert. De Pudic. 
%i). The spirituality of the Church has been the 
source from which all great reforms have drawn 
their inspiration. It served in Montanism to justify 
all the excesses of individualism and self-will ; and 
those who dreamed of constituting a Church with- 
out blemish and without spot ended in a narrow 
sect, whose members even in the supreme hour of 
martyrdom declined communion with those who 
were dying with them as witnesses to their common 
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Lord. 'Varie diabolus emulatus est veritatem.' 
These words of the great convert to Montanism 
might well have been turned against himself. The 
errors of Montanism contained germs of spiritual 
truth. It erred rather from the lack of that sanity 
and self-restraint which are so conspicuous in 
St Paul than from the falsehood of the principles 
from which it sprung. It wore itself out against 
the organization of the Catholic Church because 
this oiganization rested on a solid foundation of 
good sense, and was fortified by the support of the 
great mass of those who required that their reason 
should be convinced before they )delded themselves 
to be the slaves of their emotions. 

It would be easy to illustrate the need of tem- 
pering religious emotion with common sense by 
a reference to other periods in the history of the 
Church — ^to the thirteenth century, when the order 
of St. Francis was established, or to the age of the 
Reformation, as well as to epochs nearer to our 
own day. But I wish to come at once to our own 
time and to look at the question from another side. 
When the Gospel claims to rq^ulate conduct in 
daily life, is it never criticized in the spirit of 
Festus? Does it not often seem to be taken for 
granted that religion is opposed to reason, as feeling 
and emotion to common sense, and that when they 
come into collision reason should carry the day? 
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Is this opinion well founded, or is there not a higher 
point of view from which the supposed opposition 
disappears ? If reason has this rightful supremacy 
over emotion, should there not be some general 
consent as to the principles on which it should be 
exercised, if it is to be a trustworthy guide through 
the maze of human action ? I will venture to make 
one or two remarks on the manner in which reason 
has been commonly held to regulate conduct, and 
on the practical effect which such views have at the 
present time. I cannot of course pretend to enter 
fully into the discussion of any philosophical system. 
But philosophical systems filter down into the 
current of popular opinion, and in their practical 
results they have an interest for us all. 

The opposition of which I have spoken can hardly 
be said to have existed during the greater part of 
the last century. The rationalist divines of the 
eighteenth century certainly deserve the praise of 
sobriety. They often professed the same principles 
as their opponents, and desired above all things to 
enforce the reasonableness of Christianity. A 
change set in with the Evangelical reaction at the 
close of the century. This was not a philosophical, 
but a religious movement. It touched the chords 
of religious emotion. The good that it effected 
has been permanent, and it has leavened all other 
religious movements since that time. But it dis* 
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turbed the relations between secular and religious 
thought. There has hardly since then been so 
definite an understanding as to the point of view 
from which the questions common to them should 
be approached. Many other changes have con- 
tributed to this result, not least the great advance 
in the knowledge of the material universe, and in 
the command over its resources. But I do not 
wish to dwell on the conflict between science and 
faith : I wish only to reckon it amoi^ the causes 
that have led to the apparent opposition between 
religious emotion and reason. Other movements of 
thought have contributed to the same result. After 
the beginning of this century no school of thinkers 
has exercised greater influence over the ideas which 
r^ulate life and conduct than that represented by 
Bentham and Mill. Of all systems which place 
action on what claims to be a rational basis, utili- 
tarianism is perhaps most congenial with English 
habits of thought. In the last generation its ex- 
ponents claimed not only to establish speculative 
truths, uncertain before, but to reconstruct much of 
the science of social life. Every well-educated man 
was expected to be familiar with their writings. 
Even since they have ceased to hold the supremacy 
which they once enjoyed their influence continues 
to be felt. Those who do not allow that the theory 
of causation can be applied to the will without 
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reserve, yet admit that it is determined by motives 
to an almost undefinable extent. Among the causes 
which determine it, considerations of utility must 
be paramount, and the ordinary English mind will 
always understand utility to mean utility to the 
individual. The rapid growth of political economy, 
which was a part of the same general movement, 
also led men to depreciate emotion, and to r^;ard 
calculation and self-interest, i. e. reason in its baser 
forms, as supreme. The Idnd of teaching and 
speculation current a generation ago may have be- 
come obsolete, and the interest attaching to them 
may have been transferred to other studies. But 
we still have frequent experience of the habit of 
mind generated by them. The biography of an 
eminent judge not long deceased, written by his 
brother with equal tenderness and faithfulness, 
affords an excellent illustration of the temper of 
mind fostered by the prevailing habit of thought, 
as well as by the reaction against forms of rel^ious 
belief in which sentiment had seemed occasionally 
to usurp too despotic a power. Fitzjames Stephen, 
through the greater part of his life^ professed an 
aversion from sentiment that warped his judgement 
of mankind, and must sometimes have produced a 
repellent effect on those who came into relations 
with him, that even his scrupulous sense of justice 
and high aims could not always counteract This 
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aversion not only supplied him with canons of 
literary critidsm, but ultimately determined his 
attitude towards the teaching of the Gospel Christ 
came to be r^;arded by him as nothing more than 
* a passionate philanthropist^.' That portion of the 
Gospel which most men would reckon among the 
strongest evidences in its favour appears to him 
the strongest objection to it 'Some people/ he 
says, ' profess that the Sermon on the Mount is the 
only part of Christianity which they can accept It 
is to me the hardest part to accept '.' Such a sen- 
tence, even if it be not taken too seriously, shows 
plainly how unreasonable the deference to reason 
may become. Before I seek for another proof of this 
tendency of thoi^ht, I may digress for the moment 
to point out that this same biography m^ht serve 
to exemplify the difficulty of suppressing feeling. 
Not only did Fitzjames Stephen confess that he 
viewed with apprehension the general triumph of 
opinions such as his own, but the traces of his early 
associations still lingered It was not strange that 
Thomas Carlyle, although differing widely from 
Stephen in his cast of mind, was more agreeable 
to him personally than Mill, because Carlyle had 
'more human nature.' Sentiment in him was 
sometimes displaced rather than suppressed. Men 
such as he, who are not sensible of the divine love 

* Lifi cfFilMfamis Stephen , p. 373. * /(.p. is^ 
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which breathes through the Gospels, are accessible 
to the sterner emotions. They claim for the feeling 
of revenge a place among the virtues, and a large 
share in human justice. They no longer worship 
the Christ, but Calvin is enshrined among their 
heroes. 

The mental attitude which is often adopted to- 
wards religious belief by the young is not uncon- 
nected with the habit of thought which has descended 
from the last generation. The age has gradually 
been lowered at which boys and girls learn to deal 
with questions most deeply affecting human life 
and destiny from the outside, as if their chief 
interest was intellectual. I will not now attempt 
to speculate on the origin of this habit, but almost 
every one who has reached middle age must have 
noticed it Novels which are written about school 
life by those who know it intimately, and who write 
for the young, propound difficulties which the 
schoolboy may easily catch up and repeat, but 
cannot be said truly to apprehend. There is an 
age when such questionings may be called natural, 
when the mind is introduced to the problems of 
speculative thought which also lie at the root of 
religious belief. The mind in this respect is like 
the body. There are some maladies which are 
most often contracted at certain times of life. 
Nature is then generally better able to throw them 
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off than when they occur at an age which is usually 
exempt from them, although they are happiest who 
by the help of a sound constitution or careful living 
are always able to defy them. The precocious 
familiarity with the intellectual difficulties of faith 
never can do any good. It may do irreparable 
harm to mind as well as to character. There can 
be no real understanding of the problem to be 
solved, but a general impression of the uncertainty 
of all truth remains behind. The young are then 
thrown back upon the same kind of practical philo- 
sophy which often serves the turn of their elders. 
They are confirmed in the habit of looking at every- 
thing from the point of view of self-interest, and 
self-interest with us all is too often synonymous 
with self-indulgence. 

Of course no one supposes that feeling can be 
taken out of human nature. But we have to direct 
it, and in seeking a guide we are apt to look only 
to reason, because reason is commonly opposed to 
it. The most cultivated and refined of French 
novelists explains the leading motive of one of his 
works in a dialogue between a thoughtful priest 
and the preceptor who tells the tale. The conver- 
sation has fallen on the principles which rule the 
actions of the young. ' As in the arts,' the priest 
says, * so in morals there are impressionists. This 
is the school to which the young mostly bdcmg. 
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Their impressions, good or bad, are their orades, 
they know no others.' ' You would be less unjust/ 
the preceptor replies, * if you were to say that they 
trust nothing but their own experiences, and that 
they are bent on acquiring experience. Let us 
make the best of it ; positive teaching has had its 
day. More and more the teaching of morality 
must be replaced by wisdom, and education in 
doctrine by the teaching of facts. That which 
decides the inclinations^ the character, and the 
destiny of the young is the conception which they 
form of happiness. It is for education to ennoble 
this master-thought which dominates all others. 
A virtue which does not make us happy will never 
be anything for us. Even the clergy in teaching 
their flocks invite them above all to sacrifice false 
pleasure to real good, transitory to eternal joys. 
You see that your moral theory, like ours, reduces 
itself to the quest after happiness and the art of 
finding it.' This is an excellent summary of the 
view that is often taken by observant and candid 
minds. ' It is impossible to reverse a condition of 
things which a great number of causes has tended 
to produce. Let us not exaggerate the mischief, 
but make the best of the inevitable/ There is 
much of healthy optimism in such a sentiment. 
We must always take account of existing facts and 
make our start from them. But we analyse them 



176 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

in order to find out what is wanting in them as well 
as to ascertain what they supply. The hardness of 
judgement which I ventured to illustrate by a refer- 
ence to the biography of Fitzjames Stephen is by 
no means universal. On the contrary, there has 
been something like a general reaction against it 
Almost every one is agreed that in recent years 
softness and gentleness of manner have been more 
generally diffused, and that there has been a stronger 
recoil from suffering, that of others as well as our 
own. This change may indicate failure as well as 
progress. Our thoughts are too constantly fixed on 
comfort and well-being as the great end of life. 
We are willing to do a great deal, but not often to 
face physical discomfort and to endure hardness 
voluntarily in the pursuit of high aims. On the 
other hand, the force of sjrmpathy is more sensibly 
felt The miseries and troubles which a great part 
of mankind is doomed to suffer, have thrust them- 
selves on public notice, and have awakened a stronger 
sentiment, even though this sentiment fails in so 
many cases to bear any fruit. The reaction ex- 
emplified by this change extends to economical 
and political theories. The views of the older 
economists have been challenged, and they have 
had to encounter assailants within their own camp. 
New political ideas are coming into vogue, and old 
theories are being revived which seek their chief 
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justification in sentiment and not in reason. Liter- 
ature and art display the same tendencies. The 
impressionists, if I may borrow the word, are having 
their day. Feeling claims to be supreme, to be 
tried by its own laws, and to acknowledge no other 
tribunal. The old order of society seems too strong 
to be shaken by such attacks. But every now and 
then we are startled by the exposure of some can- 
cerous social evil, and we shrink from theories that 
were tolerated or half approved, so long as it 
seemed impossible that any practical result could 
follow from them. 

Do we find that schools of thought which have 
succeeded the older utilitarianism present the appeal 
to reason in any form in which it is better able to 
control and r^^late emotion? The inquiry into 
the origin of existing phenomena in animate and 
inanimate nature, in man and in society, is the 
favourite intellectual exercise of the day. I do not 
wish to touch on the controversies that are suggested 
by the mention of evolutioa Let it be granted 
that it is an important factor in all scientific and 
philosophic theories which are accepted at the 
present time, and that it throws a flood of light on 
the past. But it only professes to explain facts, 
not to furnish a motive of conduct. There are 
divergent and even opposite developments. Both 
can be accounted for. What warrant have we for 

N 
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seeking an}^hing more than an explanation? At 
the best we cannot hope to prove more than that 
the conduct which is generally expedient is in the 
highest sense normal. But why should I love what 
is normal? What is irregular for you may be 
rqrular for me, and have an attraction which you 
can neither measure nor understand. An heroic 
effort has been made to put back some of the old- 
fashioned religious motive in a different form by 
showing how deeply the regard for the good of 
others is implanted in man by the circumstances of 
his development But does the good of others 
appeal to the individual who has to act, with the 
same force as his own good ? The argument that 
comes home to the vast majority of men is the 
ailment from self-interest, and the argument from 
self-interest was never yet strong enough to arrest 
the hands eager to pluck the fruit of life's golden 
tree. When we have acquired some of the ex- 
perience of age, and years have brought the philo- 
sophic mind, such arguments present themselves to 
us in their most favourable light We are then 
ready to censure those who will not learn wisdom 
at soQond-hand, but insist on buying it for them- 
selves, sometimes at the price of life itself^ or of all 
that makes life best worth having. If our work 
is marked out for us in some clearly defined sphere 
of duty, it is easy for us to judge those who in the 
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Struggle for advancement or wealth stain their 
consciences with insincerity, or double-dealing, or 
wrong. But do we suppose that this dispassionate 
criticism will make itself heard in the hour of 
temptation, or in the fierce competition of the 
world ? The calculation of self-interest often lends 
its aid to the sophistry of temptation. Is it not 
worth while, we ask, to learn through our own con- 
sciousness how deep is the joy of gratifying some 
over-mastering passion, even though we incur 
thereby a certain amount of future suffering or self- 
reproach? The future is unknown and uncertain. 
Is it not well for a man to be able to reflect that 

Come what come may, 
I shaU have had my day? 

All systems which rest upon a calculation of 
pleasures and pains that have not fallen within the 
experience of the agent, or that are imagined as 
affecting other persons besides the agent himself, 
suffer from an inherent defect. At the moment of 
action, when the resolve has to be taken in an 
instant, impulse cannot wait on deliberation. The 
stronger power asserts its sway over the weaker. It 
is vain to manufacture a curb for forces which mock 
at these artificial bonds. They will be subject only 
to a power which does not attempt to constrain 
them from without, but inspires and moulds them 
from within. 

N % 
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The revelation of Christ has exercised an irre- 
sistible influence over the lives of men because it is 
such a power. It does not profess to coerce feeling 
by the aid of reason. It works from within like 
leaven, leavening the whole lump, or like the seed 
growing up on good ground, and bearii^ fruit an 
hundredfold. It establishes itself in the heart and 
speaks to the emotions ' in their own tongue wherein 
they are bom,' before it appeals to that higher 
reason to which it is also akin. The analjrsis of 
human nature may arrive independently at the con- 
clusion that sympathy with a man's fellows is an 
universal and deep-seated principle of human nature, 
but we still have to consider how it is brought to 
bear on the impulses which strive within the con- 
sciousness of the individual at the moment of action. 
We cannot get rid of our own personality. The 
motive from which a man acts must appeal directly 
to him. Whatever the end proposed, and however 
remote from ourselves it be, the regulating principle 
of the life is within. When we are told to ' live for 
others ' we still have to ask how at the same time 
we may live for ourselves : * what shall I do to be 
saved?' The revelation of Christ answers this 
question. The higher selfj the true self, is that 
which enters into communion with Him, by which 
He lives in us and we in Him. The more nearly 
that a man can walk in the steps of His earthly life^ 
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and imitate the example of His self-devotion, the 
more fully will he achieve the great end of his being 
and enjoy the blessing of inward peace. No out- 
ward rule, no force of reasoning, can bring home 
this conviction. The citadel of the heart commands 
all the outworks. ' The love of Christ constraineth 
us,' not because He imposes on us a yoke from 
without, but because He is freely acknowledged as 
the true heir, the rightful Lord of the inheritance of 
human nature ; and in return for this willing sur- 
render He gives us back our liberty, and makes us 
masters of ourselves. 

If there be any truth in all this, may we not still 
adopt as our own the words of St. Paul? That 
faith is a sober and a reasonable faith which finds 
its support in the depths of human consciousness. 
Christianity is not the invention of man or the out- 
come of philosophy; but we ought not to under- 
value the testimony which is borne to it by the 
facts of human consciousness, or even the homage 
which is rendered to it by systems of thought which 
profess to supplant it. A deference to these facts 
is a far different thing from that confusion of mind 
which induces a man to believe that a statement is 
true because he wishes it to be true. The latter is 
an idle fancy ; the foundation of the former is much 
the same as that of all other knowledge and belief. 
And if the first principles of faith be reasonable, in 
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the application of its principles to daily life it will 
also seek its allies in common sense and dispas- 
sionate judgement rather than in any extravagances 
of sentiment. It is impossible now to enlarge on 
this claim. I will say only a word in its defence. 
It may be true that religious men are sometimes 
hurried into partisanship. It may be true that in 
their recoil from the hardness and selfishness of the 
world they sometimes rush into the other extremei 
and lend their countenance to wild and visionary 
schemes. But it is only by a confusion of mind 
that the teaching of the Grospel can be made re- 
sponsible for such vagaries. The ideal of Christian 
life is set far above the aims of revolutionaries. It 
is a spiritual state which no sudden transformation 
of the outward conditions of life is able to produce. 
It is true that the Gospel has played a leading part 
in changing the face of society. But it has wrought 
changes indirectly by working from within: the 
means it leaves to reason to decide ; and it always 
inculcates the golden rulej which is the foundation 
of justice — justice which knows no difference of 
rank or station, and which teaches every class to 
take due account of the needs, and to make due 
allowance for the temptations and difficulties, of 
every other. 

So too in the formation of the individual character, 
is it not apparent that sound sense and Christian 
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principle are not enemies but natural allies ? The 
fashion of the day is always changing, but the 
Christian ideal continues the same. Reason and 
good sense have something of the same stability. 
May we not hope that the Christian ideal is surely, 
if slowly, gaining ground, both by its innate reason- 
ableness and by the silent force of the attraction 
of Christ? It may be true, as one of the most 
thoughtful of Christian workers recently affirmed in 
this pulpit, that one of the besetting sins of our own 
day is that levity of soul which often causes a man 
to flaunt his follies and even his vices in the face of 
society rather than pass unnoticed in the crowd 
What is more foolish than the vanity which hinders 
a man from looking at things in their right per- 
spective or from seeing himself as others see him } 
This kind of defect, which makes a man the bane 
or the laughing-stock of his fellows, is condemned 
by the common sense of mankind. It is condemned 
still more emphatically when it is tried by the 
standard of Christ. The root of this defect is to be 
sought in that diseased self-consciousness which 
haunts so many men through their lives. Of this 
self-consciousness the teaching of Christ is the cure. 
It is true that this disease of human nature, like so 
many others, has sometimes hidden itself under the 
cloak of religion, and has been aggravated by the 
fashion of the day. But a sounder apprehension of 
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the teaching of the Gospel, no less than the good 
sense of mankind, has disclosed its real nature. 
The true ideal of Christian life and conduct is 
essentially manly, and the highest secular ideal 
of refinement is essentially Christian. The world 
necessarily judges very much by the outside ; the 
qualities which it approves are such as may be seen. 
Can these qualities exist in their purest and most 
attractive form unless there is something * within 
that passeth show'? Among all sorts and con- 
ditions of men, according to their kind, esteem 
would be felt for the man who was simply and 
unobtrusively his best self. Yet there is nothing 
which it is so hard to be, unless there is first that 
'simplicity and godly sincerity' which belong to 
the Christian ideal. If we would be free from the 
burden of self-consciousness the conscience must be 
without stain or self-reproach. If we would see 
things as they are, and turn them to their best and 
highest use, the veil of self-love that colours and 
distorts them must be set aside. This is a part of 
the wisdom that is sometimes bought by a long 
and bitter experience. But they are happiest who 
are early wise and have grace to find their best 
selves by surrendering their will to the will of 
Christ. 



XI 
THE PRIDE OF WORDS 

Dbliyb&bd Sunday, November 26, 1899, by the 
Rev. Cosmo Goedon Lang, Fellow of All Souls. 

BISHOP OF STEPNEY 

< I will know, not the word of them which are pnfied np, bat the 
power. For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.' — 
1 CoE. iv. 19, aa 

The Gospel had no sooner found a place in the 
life of the Corinthian people — nimble, quick-witted, 
disputatious — than it encountered the danger of 
a great perversion. On its intellectual side it was 
at once too deep and too simple for their natural 
tendency to complacent self-assurance : on its moral 
side it was too serious and urgent They began to 
accommodate it to their own disposition. Their 
natural quickness of intellectual apprehension, their 
facile spiritual sensibility, had proved a snare. The 
new teaching, with its original conceptions of God 
and man, its surprising comments on current philo- 
sophy, seemed to give scope and promise for endless 
intellectual discussion. The strange and striking 
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spiritual gifts with which at that time its acceptance 
seems to have been accompanied fascinated their 
curiosity and stimulated their vanity. When the 
commanding personality of St. Paul had been with- 
drawn, and the influence of his intense moral fervour 
had been removed, their own innate self-assurance 
and superficiality reasserted themselves, and per- 
verted the character of the message he had brought. 
It was a reaction of the facile Hellenism of Corinth 
against the intense Hebraism of St. Paul. Separated 
from moral seriousness, their Christianity became 
a sphere of debate and rivalry : their teaching be- 
came rhetoric, and their worship an excitement of 
feeling and of utterance. The phrases of philo- 
sophy and the ' tongues ' of the Spirit were their 
pride. Hence the point of St. Paul's rebuke. 
They were ^puffed up' — ^swollen with the vain 
boastfulness of intellectual triumph or spiritual 
manifestations. Their pride— fruitful in rivalry, 
and indifferent to grave moral disorders — ^was due 
to their foigetfulness of the truth, that * the kingdom 
of God is not in word, but in power' — a power 
which only the humble can receive, a power which 
is independent of mental acuteness or emotional 
excitement, a power meant to stamp upon the life 
the marie of the Cross, and to transform the char- 
acter into the likeness of Jesus Christ 
The whole epistle is a protest against this pride 
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of words. The writer is indifferent to the place 
which Christ may hold among the philosophic 
systems of the world * Where is the wise ? where 
is the disputer of this world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this world ?' 'the wisdom of 
this world is foolishness with God/ He presses 
back upon the minds of his readers that central 
symbol of the faith whose force of awful humbling 
their pride resented — the Cross of Christ. 'We 
preach Christ crucified, unto Jews a stumbling- 
block, and unto Gentiles foolishness.' In contrast 
to their boastfulness^ he reminds them of his own 
humiliations, his feebleness and rudeness of speech. 
With indignant irony, he contemptuously admits 
their pretensions: 'already are ye filled: already 
y^ are become rich: ye have reigned without us.' 
His counter-boast is his own foolishness (iv. 9-i3). 
And yet it is just through this weakness and foolish- 
ness that the sure warrant of power has been re- 
vealed. ' For the word of the Cross is to them that 
are perishing foolishness: but unto us which are 
being saved it is the power of God.' Christ crucified 
is the power of God. God chose the weak things 
of the world (i. 27, oA). It is by this warrant of 
power that the Apostle will test the Corinthian 
Christians when he comes: it is for this, not for 
pride of words, that he will look. * I will know, 
not the word of them which are puffed up, but the 
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power. For the kingdom of God is not in word, 
but in power.* 

There is little doubt as to the meaning of the 
power which St. Paul thus selects as the character- 
istic note of Christianity. It was the Spirit of the 
risen and ever-living Jesus^ to be welcomed and 
received as a gift of God, dwelling in the soul of 
man, filling him with the love, and transforming 
him into the likeness, of Christ Its source was 
Christ : its centre was Christ : its end was Christ. 
It was given independently of personal endow- 
ments, though these were materials which it used 
for achieving its ends. It therefore excluded the 
sense of pride : it was an undeserved gift of the 
divine bounty. To welcome and receive it a man 
must first realize and confess his own personal 
impotence. But once humbly received, it was 
indeed the power of God — guiding, strengthening, 
uplifting, transforming. 

In thus emphasizing power as the essence of 
Christianity, St. Paul was following his own ex* 
perience. His pride — ^pride of belief, of learning, 
of effort — had been finally broken when, on the 
road to Damascus, a stronger power had thrown 
him to the ground. But that overthrow had been 
his emancipation^ his uplifting. Into his surrendered 
spirit there had come the consciousness of a new 
power which ever since had turned weakness into 
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strength and humiliation into glory. It was the 
power of the Crucified. (So ii. 2-5.) But St. Paul 
was true not only to his own experience, but to the 
teaching of his Master. In the choice, trainii^, 
and history of His immediate disciples, Jesus had 
made it clear that they were to be primarily not 
the teachers of a system, but the witnesses of 
a power. They were men, for the most part, 
humble and unlearned. Their chief intellectual 
endowment was sincerity. They were slow to 
believe and dull of apprehension. By His rebukes 
and the lessons which He taught them of their 
own feebleness apart from Him, they had been 
educated out of any trust in themselves. And thus 
humbled they were prepared for the gift of power. 
It was the promise of that gift to which, with 
deepening impressiveness, He had led their ex- 
pectations. He could bear with their slowness of 
response, their desertion, bear even with the revival 
of their foolish questionings when He had risen 
from the dead : for He knew that the coming power 
would transform them. ' It is not for you to know 
times or seasons, which the Father hath set within 
His own authority; but ye shall receive power, 
when the Holy Ghost is come upon you : and ye 
shall be My witnesses' (Acts i. 7, 8). * Behold, 
I send forth the promise of My Father upon you : 
but tarry ye in the dty, until ye be clothed with 
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power from on high ' (Luke xxiv. 49). ' All power 
hath been given unto Me in heaven and in earth. 
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations' (Matt, 
xxviii. 18, 19). 

The promise was fulfilled at Pentecost: the 
coming of the power was the birth of Christianity. 
And ever since the continuous presence of that 
Spirit of power has been the very life of the 
Christian Church — ' the power of an endless life.* 
In its mere natural equipment it seemed singularly 
unfitted for success. Its leaders were men of no 
reputation : its birthplace was its shame : its s}rmbol 
was a scandal: it was without definite rule or 
coherent system : it had deprived itself of exciting 
or impressive rituaL But it had within it this 
supernatural power, and it prevailed. When we 
measure the forces of political oppression and of 
varied and continuous intellectual criticism which 
have assailed it, the proved and patent errors which 
have stained it, the superstitions which have gathered 
under it, the controversies which have divided it, 
the huge and palpable hypocrisies which have cor« 
rupted it — ^when we measure these things, obvious 
at every stage of its history, we are compelled to 
confess that as a mere human institution it has 
been, again and again, 'doomed to death, made 
a spectacle unto the world and to angels and to 
men.' And yet, in a degree shared by no other 
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institution in the world's history, it has displayed, 
and still displays, a power of recovery, a power of 
resourcefulness, of adaptability to unforeseen cir- 
cumstances, of commending itself to the conscience of 
mankind — ^a power, in short, of an endless life, which 
witnesses to the presence within it of the Spirit of 
the eternal Christ. As it confronts us in the present 
time it is still weak in word — weak as a definite 
and coherent system. On many questions which 
most constantly uige the need of answer, it is 
silent. It is involved in apparent contradictions. 
In many minds the mere statement of its creed 
arouses more difficulties than it can solve. Before 
the pride of logic it is abashed and embarrassed. 
It is weak in word. But within and behind the 
word there is still a power ; a power which gives 
the word in all its feebleness the deep conviction of 
truth, which strengthens the man who has submitted 
to it with a sense of rightness, which overcomes 
his worst and vindicates his best For still 'the 
kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.' 

When the founder of this sermon chose these 
words as one of the texts which were to be the 
basis of a continuous protest against the sins of 
pride, he must have desired that a special protest 
should sometimes be made against the pride of 
word, in contrast to the humility which accepts and 
submits to the power* Let us endeavour this 
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morning to fulfil his wish* Circumstances change, 
and the pride which perverts the Christian life 
takes many forms : but there is abundant need in 
our own day of the warning that we be not puffed 
up in word, of the reminder that the kingdom of 
God is not in word but in power. 

I. The pride of discussion. In one respect, at 
least, the circumstances of Oxford are not unlike 
those of Corinth. It is a place of debate. The 
charm of words — of the cross-play of argument, of 
the surprises of wit and epigram — ^is the discovery 
to the young who enter Oxford, and the recreation 
of those who remain in it. And this is well. As 
an exercise of the intellect, a game of the wits, it 
is useful to the mind as other games are to the 
body. Such conversation is the play-hour of the 
intellect, developing its powers, sharpening its re- 
sources, stimulating its pleasures. But it has its 
dangers. Admirable as a pastime, it is dangerous 
as a habit For the unrestrained habit of verbal 
dialectics is apt to become a habit of the soul. It 
produces an exaggerated admiration of mere clever- 
ness. By its remoteness from the real issues of 
life, it keeps the character in an atmosphere of 
superficiality. Existing for -the sake of scoring 
petty triumphs, it breeds conceit : and from conceit 
comes its own evil brood of scorn and bitterness and 
cynicism. It passes into the inner life, and involves 
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it in perpetual debate: and with that spirit of 
constant criticism neither conviction nor enthusiasm 
can live. As soon as discussion ceases to be a mere 
intellectual pastime and becomes a temperament 
of the soul, it gradually cuts a man adrift from the 
moorings of faith, separates him from the forces 
that make character, decision, conviction, and often 
ultimately leaves him alone, tedious to himself and 
useless to his fellows. And then the impotence 
of this pride of words is manifest. Tried by the 
test, not of word but of power, it is found dismally 
wanting. There is therefore constant need to be 
on guard against it Life, on any theory of it, is 
meant to be a thing of power— of movement, pro- 
gress, achievement : it is not meant to end in the 
futility of perpetual criticism. Life is meant to 
be a thing of power— of influence over others, of 
contribution to the common good : it is not meant 
to end in a solitariness, where no other living soul 
can be touched with love and help. And therefore 
we have ever — ^and not least in this place — ^to 
keep clear our channels of communication with the 
sources of power. Of these sources surely the 
ultimate and greatest is faith — ^faith 4a God, in 
a purpose set for life by Him. The history of the 
world, as of many men within it, proves that where 
there is faith there is alwa3rs power: where it is 
absent, there is impotence— stagnation in self, use- 

O 
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lessness to others. Hear the witness of Goethe : 
' The epochs in which faith, in whatever form it may 
be, prevails, are the marked epochs in human 
history, full of heart-stirring memories and of 
substantial gains for all ailer-times. The epochs 
in which unbelief— in whatever form it may be — 
prevails, even when for the moment they put on 
the semblance of glory and success, inevitably sink 
into insignificance in the eyes of posterity^ which 
will not waste its thoughts on things barren and 
unfruitful.' Guard, therefore, from the pride of 
words the place of faith : for there is the secret of 
power. Some of you to whom I speak have come 
up to the University with a hitherto unquestioned 
faith. You will find it exposed to the criticism of 
talk : you will be apt to think that it is common- 
place and conventional in comparison with the 
pride of words. But reverence that faith which you 
have : be sure that it is the best thing you possess* 
It may be that its form may be modified : but no 
change will be worth making unless it is based on 
this sense of reverence. Exercise the mind by 
discussion and debate : but deep down keep your 
faith real and strong. By prayer and moments of 
quiet thought keep your life in touch with the 
great sovereign power — the Spirit of God. *For 
the kingdom of God is not in word, but in 
pQwer.' 
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a. The pride of system : the misleading impres* 
siveness of words built up into a compact system, 
whether logical or theological, for the criticism or 
for the statement of the Christian faith, (i) It is 
obvious that words limit quite as much as they 
express the conceptions of the mind which lie 
behind them. There is scarcely any conception or 
impression which is not wider than the very aptest 
phrase which can be found to express it The 
phrase necessarily selects and perpetuates some 
aspect of the thought, leaving margins of it un- 
expressed. Moreover, words carry with them their 
own associations. And thus a thought, when it is 
expressed in words, suffers a double limitation. 
This is especially true of thoughts which, by their 
very nature, transcend the limits of speech — those 
thoughts which are the witness of the mysteries 
which we are, and with which we are surrounded — 
thoughts of the soul, of the universe, of God. They 
cannot always be clearly thought out, much less 
expressed in ordered speech. But the logical 
reason deals with thoughts expressed in words — 
examines their relations, proves their coherence, or 
exposes their inconsistency within these limits. Its 
cogency in the criticism of the Christian faith may 
be complete and impressive. But when the limits 
within which it moves are forgotten, the i^npressive- 
ness is misleading ; when they are remembered, it 

0% 
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loses half its force. The argument has been mo^ng 
along a plane set and determined, and within that 
plane it may be irresistible. But all the while 
a whole tract involved by the very thoughts ex- 
amined has escaped it. The indefinable element 
remains. And even those who have beat most 
devoted to the methods of logic, and have used 
them to demonstrate many inconsistencies and 
difficulties in the Christian faith^ have been conscious 
that thoughts remained witnessing to it which they 
could neither dispense with nor explain. The ideas 
of God, of the independent self, of free-will and 
responsibility, remain strong, however difficult to 
set in ordered sequence. And such men have 
realized that after all these were ideas indispensable 
to life. If they could not prove the existence of 
God, they have felt that for life's sake they must 
assume it. If they have been compelled to r^ard 
free-will as illogical, they have felt again that for 
life's sake they must act as if it were true. The 
moral teaching of Jesus baffled Mr. J. S. Mill's 
analysis of human motive, yet for life's sake he 
must accept it. And his most distinguished follower 
has said that though compelled by logic to find no 
place for it, there was an irreducible minimum of 
faith in a personal will, of goodness in man's rela- 
tion to it, without which a life worth living would 
be impossible. For it is just in these r^ons which 
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escape logic that life finds the indispensable condi- 
tions of power^ of strength, and inspiration. In 
word they may be weak: but once again ^the 
kingdom of God/ the achievement of high ideals of 
life, ' is not in word, but in power.' We who believe 
the Christian creed acknowledge that the worldly 
wisdom knows not God, but we cannot be bound 
by the limitations of that wisdom. We see in it 
something of the pride of words, while we are con- 
scious that by our unaided reason we cannot get 
beyond it. We are conscious also that the instinct 
out of which all high and purposeful life comes 
irresistibly transcends it. We therefore find it the 
more credible that God should by revelation have 
filled sufficiently the blanks of reason and vindicated 
sufficiently the instincts of faith — ^shown sufficient 
of His light for us in the dark to live by. Then, 
finding the claim of Jesus Christ to be that revela- 
tion confronting us, with credentials so impressive 
and unparalleled, we have made the great venture 
of faith. We have accepted Him in the impotency 
of our own words, as God's Word made manifest. 
And we have found in Him that power in life, the 
craving for which was ineradicable. Our difficulties 
remain, many of them, unsolved: but for their 
solution we are content to wait ; for His Spirit has 
touched ours, and taken it into a sphere where we 
can know God, not as an idea, but as a person, and 
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where we find, in proportion as we keep ourselves 
within it, a power which fills our life with strength 
and hope and purpose and joy. ' The kingdom of 
God is not in word, but in power.* 

(2) But the pride of system b often more obvious 
in the theologian than in the logician. The very 
inadequacy of words which leads us to distrust the 
impresstveness of logical attack, will lead us to be 
equally on our guard against the impressiveness of 
mere theolc^cal statement The kingdom of God 
came not in word, but in power. Its origin was 
the gift of a new life, the consciousness of the in- 
dwelling Spirit of the risen Christ. The language 
of the New Testament is but the effort of the first 
Christian teachers to explain a vital experience. 
Obviously the words came short of the reality which 
they sought to express. No miraculous power can 
deliver human words from the limitations which 
necessarily beloi^ to them. As men must express 
their thoughts, they do well to choose the words 
for themselves in which those who first received the 
power of the Spirit, and who were specially guided 
by the Spirit, expressed what they knew. But 
even they could give in their words only such 
evidence as words can afford of &cts previously 
known and realized by experience. The experience 
was prior to and must ever have transcended the 
attempt to give words to it. It would be rash 
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therefore to attempt, even out of the words of the 
Epistles, to construct an elaborate scheme of 
doctrine which could claim to be co-extensive 
with the truth. When we come to the language 
of controversial theology, there is the greater need 
of remembering its inadequacy. The whole truth of 
God, the whole meaning of the power of His Spirit, 
cannot be contained in any formula, however care- 
fully chosen ; for that formula inevitably partakes 
of the limitation imposed by the circumstances and 
associations of its time. It leaves still much of the 
prior truth and much of its possible application to 
later times unexhausted Thus the dogmatic theo- 
l(^an who would compress the whole truth within 
the limits of any special set of terms, and deny any 
share of it to him who found such terms inadequate, 
would be a victim of the pride of words. The fact 
of the atonement, with the power flowing from it 
which gives a man the joyful sense of sin forgiven, 
of restoration to rightness with God, must far 
transcend the scope of any formal theory which 
seeks to explain it* The fact of a mysterious 
presence in the sacrament of the altar, witnessed 
by the soul's experience of a power then and there 
bestowed to realize the communion, awful and yet 
intimate and personal, of One unseen, can never 
be adequately expressed, much less limited, by 
any definition. The power of prayer to soothe and 
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strengthen the spirit, and to win blessings in re- 
sponse from God, is independent of any theory of 
its relationship to the normal laws of divine provi- 
dence. Here, again, any man of thoughtfulness 
and reverence would willingly seek to school him- 
self into understanding and adopting the terms in 
which generations of the Church of Christ have 
found their experience in some wise truly inter- 
preted. But he will remember the while that other 
men may sincerely find in these very terms a mean- 
ing in some ways differing from his, and }ret be 
equally loyal to the truth; and that possibly, in 
other spheres and ages, these terms themselves may 
fail to satisfy. He who desires to be Xoy^ to the 
truth will be jealous rather for its width than for 
any scheme of words in which men may have 
attempted to record their own grasp of it So 
St. Paul, rebuking the boasts of rival systems and 
rival teachers, shows how meagre and unworthy 
they are in comparison with the greatness of the 
common heritage. 'For all things are yours; 
whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, 
or life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come ; all are 3rours : and ye are Christ's ; and 
Christ is God*s.' The wise theologian will teach 
others with a constant sense of the vastness of his 
theme and the narrowness of his language — as if 
One were ever present who is the Truth Himself, 
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whom neither heaven nor the heaven of heavens, 
much less any speech of man, can contam. He 
will be on his guard gainst the pride of words, 
against the uncharitableness and discord which it 
has roused, remembering that ' the kingdom of God 
is not in word, but in power/ 

3. The pride of profession. Lastly, there is a 
form of the pride of words concerning which each 
one of us would do well to search his conscience. 
It is the subtle self-complacency which comes from 
familiarity with the words of religion. We inherit 
a great store of Christian phrases ; they were taught 
us with the first words we learned to use; they 
have sounded in our ears in church and at home, 
in school and college chapel, till they have become 
part of the habitual furniture of our minds. We 
are apt to think, because they rise readily to 
our lips or fall familiarly upon our ears, that they 
are real to us — our own because vital with our 
personal experience. The temptation to this form 
of pride is specially ui^ent upon us who have 
undertaken to be public teachers and spokesmen 
of religion. You of the laity hardly realize, per- 
haps, what a strain it is upon a man's reality and 
sincerity to be obliged, not once, but many times 
in the week, nay, in the day, to use the sort of 
l^uiguage which you would scarcely venture to speak 
to your closest friends. It is said — most untruly-^ 
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that we lead protected lives, but in regard to 
temptation it is yon who are protected, protected 
by the English habit of r eser ve in things religious. 
You expect us to speak, and to speak constancy 
and on every demand, on matters where jrou fed 
that silence is the only pledge of sincerity. And 
this business of religious words infects the souL It 
gives a facile command of phraseology which, be- 
cause it sounds right, comes to be taken for truly 
felt We, of all men, have need to search ourselves 
continually with this awkward question, * The word 
is ready, but is there the power ? Is there behind 
the word the power of a personal grasp, the sincerity 
of a real witness ? ' 

But the laity also are in danger of this form of 
the pride of words. There is a comforting and re* 
assuring rh}rthm in the immemorial phrases of the 
Christian faith and Christian liturgies. But the 
Christian creed was, and was meant to be, some- 
thing more than a soft and subdued rhetoric. It 
is a thing of power. Its every clause stands for 
a dsmamic force which has left and still leaves its 
marks upon the course of man's spirit through this 
world. Emptied of this it is a mere phrase — inter- 
estix^ doubtless, and su^^esting the memories of 
romantic deeds and exciting controversies, but a 
lifeless form. If no element of its latent power has 
grasped and inspired us, then it is at the best a 
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mere pious sentiment, at the worst a mere formal 
convention. Surely there is something almost ap- 
palling in the want of correspondence between the 
acquiescence of Ei^lish Christians in the phrases 
of faith and the measure of force which they exert 
on individual and national life— of force moulding 
life into conformity with the standard of Jesus 
Christ We sometimes boast of the connexion 
which in England has been maintained between 
the educated laity and the Christian creed. But 
is not the boast sometimes a form of the pride of 
words ? is not use of the words mistaken for pos- 
session of the power ? There is enough — sometimes, 
as in present controversies, enough and to spare — 
of religious word: but in comparison with the 
prevalence of word, there is but little prevalence of 
the power. There is no greater need than that in 
this place there should be teachers commending the 
truth which they teach by the conspicuous power 
which it exercises upon their lives : that from this 
place there should go men equipped for the highest 
service which they can render to their fellow men — 
the gift of dynamic conviction, the force of faith 
which can communicate itself to others. And the 
means hereto is that we should measure the infinite 
needs of our human life, and realizing at once the 
possibilities of our aim and the exceeding impotence 
of our efforts, should by the venture of faith open 
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our spirits to the incoming of the Spirit of God, 
clothing us with power from on high. Thus, each 
in his degree of influence and opportunity will 
witness to the truth that the kingdom of God 
comes not in word but in power. 
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' Wiidom reacheth from one end to another : mightily and fweetly 
doth she order all things.' — WiSD. OP SOL. viii. I. 

' The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof, bat canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : so 
is every one that is bom of the Spirit.'— St. John ill. 8. 

The consciousness of each one of us will bear 
witness to the twofold aspects of life, which are 
expressed in sharp antithesis in these two texts. 
On the one hand, there is in the life of an individual 
the large element that is ordered, fixed, for all 
intents and purposes permanent; on the other, 
that which is irrq^lar, transitory, impulsive, on 
which we can never count beforehand. On the 
one hand, there are the ordinary * trustful courtesies 
of household life'; on the other hand, the impulse 
to some unexpected act of thoughtful affection: 
on the one hand, the drudgery of study, the careful 
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laborious day by day accumulation and classifica- 
tion of material ; on the other, the sudden illumi- 
nating flash, which reveals the meaning of our 
materials and binds them t<^ether into a rational 
whole: on the one hand, the fixed traditional 
customs, the r^ular habits, scarcely conscious, 
scarcely reasoned out, seeming to lie upon us ' with 
a weight heavy as frost ' ; on the other, the sudden 
insight and sense of freedom, which come to us in 
some time of quiet, * crowding a world of good or 
ill into a moment's vision,' and issuing in some 
decision which governs the whole life, in the 
change of a whole habit, in the whole-hearted 
determination to leave, or the equally whole- 
hearted determination to be loyal to, the faith of 
our childhood, in a conversion; there are 

momoits 
When the spirit's tne endowments 

Stand out plainly from its false ones, 
And apprise it if pnrsaing 

Or the right way or the wrong way, 
To its triomph or undoing. 

A similar contrast reveals itself in the wider life 
of humanity. We see, on the one side, the great 
mass of men, following the same customs, thinking 
the same thoughts, saying the same things, wor- 
shipping in the same way: on the other, there 
appears suddenly the great prophet altering the 
whole conception of religion, the poet revealing 
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new truths of life, and lifting the whole level of 
language to be adequate to them, the great saint 
carryii^ forward the standard of goodness. For 
centuries, for example, we watch the undeveloped, 
imitative, almost servile character of the negro 
race ; and then we are suddenly face to face with 
the noble religiousness, the genius for rule and for 
generalship of a Toussaint L'Ouverture. For cen- 
turies, again, there is calm, obedience, acquiescence 
among the masses; then a stirring of the dry 
bones, a national upheaval, a religious reformation, 
a political revolution ; so that history moves by 
cataclysms as well as in fixed channels. 

Nor is nature itself, ordered and fixed as it is, 
without its surprises: the sun rises and sets by 
fixed unvarying law, but the beauty of each sunrise 
and sunset is not the same ; probably each one of us 
can recall one or two days in his life when the glory 
of the day or the stillness of the night has stirred 
a sense of beauty never felt before, or has calmed 
us with a peace which passeth all understanding. 

Now, as we compare these two elements in life, 
there is no doubt that while the first is the lai^r 
and covers the greater part of life, the second is 
the more attractive, and impressive^ and effective, 
and seems, at any rate at first sight, to bring 
us more directly into the presence of God. It 
was Jove's thunder, not his ordinary guidance of 
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the world, that made the Roman believe in his 
rule; it was thunder in a clear sky which gave 
pause to the rare and meagre-handed worshipper : 
it is the great unknown rather than all that has 
been clearly revealed by science which still stirs 
the reverence of the philosopher. In human affec- 
tion the unexpected gift touches us more than 
years of patient love ; as we look back upon our 
spiritual life God seems nearer to us at its turning- 
points ; the sudden intellectual flash seems to come 
more direct from Him; His presence seems re- 
flected more obviously in the few great men than 
in the ordinary mass of mankind : His judgements 
more marked in the great crises of the world's 
history than in the even tenor of untroubled cen- 
turies. Nor is the reason of this far to seek ; for 
the element of irregularity and surprise bears wit- 
ness to the freedom of a living personality; it is 
a protest against being treated by others or treat- 
ing others as mere machines, bound to a particular 
routine. In ourselves it tells of the power of life, 
of freedom, of self-adaptation, of a power of rising 
in some measure above external limitations; and 
in our thoughts of God it raises Him too to the 
highest level of free personality, where all His 
limitations are self-limitations, and He is felt to 
transcend the laws by which He has limited 
Himself. 
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We have then these two elements in all life, the 
regular and the irregular ; and also the apparently 
unsatisfactory fact that God seems to touch life 
only here and there, irregularly; unsatisfactory, 
because the whole problem of religion is to find 
God's presence in all life. But, as we look closer, 
the result is not a hopeless dichotomy. Rather, 
the irregular illuminates the regular ; the emei^nt 
personality reveals life in what seemed to be im- 
personal. The unexpected gift shows that love 
and trust, and not indifference, lay hidden in the 
routine of daily intercourse ; the sudden spiritual 
insight into our own character reveals that all past 
habits had been under our control ; the sense of 
remorse for the past and the power of change 
for the future reveal our freedom; that which 
seemed unconscious, not reasoned out, is seen to be 
ultimately the expression of free will, and anal}rsable 
into terms of reason. Just as in a summer day 
there may be seen sometimes a thin dark line 
across the horizon, to all appearance hard, inani- 
mate, drifting aimlessly, which yet as it draws near 
resolves itself into myriads of tiny flies, each instinct 
with a life of its own and sharing the movements 
of the others, so these fixed habits and traditional 
customs reveal themselves in such moments of insight 
as palpitating with life and will-force, the force of 
our own will and of that of the ancestors who have 

P 
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built up the customs. So the intellectual flash is 
not the antithesis but the complement of the 
drudgery; it shows that behind it there lay an 
industry, a keenness, a patience, which were all 
along training the mind to be able to reflect the 
flash when it came. So the great national or 
religious movement succeeds only because the 
forces which it focusses have already been long at 
work : the great prophet reaches his greatness 
because he finds those who are sufficiently akin to 
him to recognize his inspiration ; the poet is g^reat 
not because he stands apart from human nature 
and deals capriciously with it, but because he 
touches it at so many points, so that, as Charles 
Lamb has rightly pointed out, sanity is the char- 
acteristic of great genius — 'the greatest wits are 
the sanest writers,' and 'the poet, even where he 
seems most to recede from humanity, will be found 
the truest to it.' So lastly, the one beautiful sight 
of nature, though it does not lift other sights to 
its own level, yet does convey a deeper sense of 
beauty to all that is akin to it * I can remember,' 
says a thoughtful writer, ' one fine sunset which to 
me has given the colour and character to all after 
sunsets ; which suggested everything which I have 
since seen in them. And I can recall once long 
ago in a wood, in the fading light of a warm 
evening in early May, coming on a spray of wild 
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cherry blossom relieved against the grey twilight 
sky and shining as it were by a light of its own, 
which conveyed to me thoughts of purity, beauty, 
and goodness — ^never to be repeated though never 
to be effaced ^.' 

There is then an irregularity of action which is 
not capricious, but which throws light upon that 
which is regular and ordered ; and an illustration 
from Aristotle's theory of poetry may be cited to 
make this clear. According to him, the essence of 
the poet's art is that he is able to trace the reign 
of law in the facts of human life; he describes 
events such as naturally would occur in accordance 
with the necessary or probable conditions of human 
life; consequently, all that is merely prodigious, 
akin to a portent, rcparc#dc(, is therefore put aside, 
and any capricious intervention of the action of the 
gods is condemned. ' The world of poetry,' says 
his best modem interpreter, 'rebels against the 
world of chance ' '• And yet, side by side with this, 
Aristotle holds that the dramatist has to create a 
sense of surprise in his presentation of life ; there 
must be something to excite our curiosity, our 
wonder, our fear, our pity, as the regular routine 
of life is broken into by some startling action of 
the gods : Aristotle sees that the ordinary processes 

^ But how if the Gospels are htstorict p. 2*j, 

* Batcher, AristotleU Theory of Poetry and Fim Art, p. 169. 
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and routine of life do not exhaust its fullness and 
capabilities. Th $avfM<rT6v falls among the events 
ola hv yivoiro. Now the meaning of this is that 
there resides in the forces of human life a power 
which can, as it were, suddenly and surprisingly 
quicken the pace: forces which ordinarily work 
out their results over long periods of time may 
exhibit their power suddenly in a short and vivid 
compass, and startle us by the exhibition. It is 
a startling sight that one who seemed the ideally 
wise and loving king should in a day be hurled 
from his throne and be proved foolish, hasty, and 
blind, and a curse to his people; but the causes 
which produced the fall of Oedipus are always at 
work in human life, and the object-lesson sends 
the spectator home with a deeper sense of the 
constant presence of the divine judgements in all 
life. 

Now this twofold strain which thus runs through 
life may be found to be equally true of the action of 
God. There too we see a vast scheme of ordered 
law, which has been the same from creation and 
which will be the same while the world lasts; 
a reign of law nowhere insisted upon more strongly 
than in the Bible. 'While the earth remainetfa, 
seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall not 
cease' (Gen. viii. 7,2). ' He hath made them fast for 
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ever and ever; he hath given them a law which 
shall not be broken' (Ps. cxlviii. 6), * Wisdom 
reacheth from one end to another mightily/ with 
the easy mastery of perfect strength (cvpciirrcD^). 

And yet from time to time there is the element 
of surprise ; at the great crises of history miracles 
occur, events in a special sense supernatural, events 
stamped 'with a clearer mark of purpose than 
ordinary events.' They are indeed in the main 
strikingly free from the element of caprice ; it is 
instinctively felt by the writers of the New Testa- 
ment that the word ripas is inadequate by itself to 
express any miracle of our Lord ; and in com- 
parison with the wild legends of Eastern religions, 
we feel that the supernatural element in the Bible 
vindicates itself by its self-restraint, its kinship to 
the natural: yet they are something different, 
something surprising, attractive, startling. They 
stand out in sharp antithesis to fixed laws ; they 
witness to a power which can take up those laws 
and quicken their working. But in so doing they 
throw light upon those laws ; they show that they 
are not parts of a dead machine, but that they are 
in the hand of God, who is guiding them to great 
and gracious ends of which we are allowed to gain 
glimpses. The personality which modifies and 
extends the action <A these laws is a witness to 
a personality guiding their ordinary action. The 
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early Christians, who had watched the miracles 
of the Lord and were conscious of miraculous 
powers in themselves, did not believe less but more 
in God's rule of the universe ; they uttered prayer 
and hymn to the God who had 'made heaven 
and earth and the sea and all that in them is': 
perhaps nowhere in literature is to be found a 
finer description of the fixed rule of law than 
in the Epistle of St Clement of Rome (cap. 20} : 
'The heavens are moved by His direction and 
obey Him in peace. Day and night accomplish 
the course assigned to them by Him without 
hindrance one to another. The sun and the 
moon and the dancing stars, according to His 
appointment, circle in harmony within the bounds 
assigned to them. The earth, bearing fruit in fulfil- 
ment of His will, putteth forth food that supplieth 
abundantly both man and beast . . . without alter- 
ing anything that He hath decreed . . . The ocean 
and the worlds be3rond it are directed by the same 
ordinances of the Master. The seasons of spring 
and summer and autumn and winter give way in 
succession one to another in peace. . . . All these 
things the great Creator and Master of the universe 
ordered to be in peace and concord, doing good 
unto all things, but far beyond the rest unto us 
who have taken rest in His compassionate mercies 
through our Lord Jesus Christ' And St Augustine 
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is never tired of insisting that the laws by which 
God sustains the whole of mankind are really 
more wonderful than the turning of water into 
wine, or the feeding of five thousand people. Only 
the daily miracles are so common that they have 
grown cheap in men's eyes ; and the unexpected, 
rare surprise recalls men's thoughts to believe in 
that presence in the ordinary laws. The miracle 
shows that under apparent fixity there lies a 
purpose and a beneficence; that the fixity is a 
limitation which God has placed upon His own 
personal working ; and hence it is true that while 
science, in revealing law, limits the scope of prayer, 
yet it does not limit the scope of religion ; for 
whatever contributions are paid in by prayer 
have to be at once paid out to praise ; and alike 
poetry is justified in uttering its Benedicite, and 
theology in tracing the work of natural laws to 
angelic ministries. 

The analogies which I have been using require 
that the miracle shall be akin to the natural law ; 
that forces already at work in nature should reveal 
themselves with startling rapidity ; and this is so : 
for the miracles of our Lord are miracles either of 
judgement or of mercy ; and nature of itself shows 
us the presence of both tendencies ; very plainly — 
so that he that runs must read — it shows the fixed 
laws by which sin and folly bring disease and 



ai6 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

disaster and death ; less markedly, but so plainly 
that he who stays may read — it shows also that 
which Bishop Butler has called 'the element of 
mercy or compassion in the original constitution of 
the world/ the possibility of self-recovery in animal 
life, the herbs of healing, and all the forces by which 
the surgeon or the physician supplements the healing 
powers of nature. Both sets of forces are there : 
to the Greeks, light-hearted, ever children, the 
element of wonder was that the forces that make 
for judgement, for punishment, for Nemesis, should 
suddenly exhibit themselves with startling effect ; 
to the Jew, to whom law had brought a fuller 
knowledge of sin, the main marvel was that the 
forces of mercy and forgiveness should manifest 
themselves with inexhaustible fullness. The very 
fact of sin tends to blind the sinner's eyes to the 
forces of mercy ; he cannot ignore the forces of 
judgement ; their hand seems ever on his shoulder ; 
he feels the certainty of arrest; his conscience 
antedates the consequences of his action ; he flees 
even when no man pursues; nature seems cruel 
and God an austere man ; the healing forces that 
are in the one and the love of the other disappear 
from his vision; he foigets that there is an ex- 
ecutive, holding the prerogative of mercy and able 
to commute the sentence of death. Then to such 
an one come the miracles of our Lord: miracles 
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almost entirely of mercy; miracles which tell of 
the cure of disease, of the sta}riiig of evil habits, of 
the conquest of death, of the foi^iveness of sin, 
of restoration, of life. That is the essential message 
which the miracles of the Lord give to us : they 
reveal to those who feel the burden of evil and of 
sin that there are forces at work which minister to 
healing as well as to judgement, that the forces of 
nature which are punishing him, are in the hands 
of one who can use them for love ; that in the end 
the forces that make for mercy will triumph over 
those that make for judgement : that God ' joys in 
miracles of love ' ; that surprises of forgiveness and 
restoration are among the things ota hv yhotro^ if 
God had His way; that while wisdom j'eacheth 
from one end to another mightily, yet sweetly, 
profitably for men (xf»}<rrAs)j doth she order all 
things. 

This message of miracle culminates at Easter- 
tide. As Good Friday bore witness to the power 
of the forces of sin and judgement, working them- 
selves out so relentlessly that they bring sorrow 
and death even upon the innocent, so Easter tells 
that even these forces are sweetly ordered by the 
wisdom of God^ that they are counteracted by the 
forces which make for life, and that God will not 
suffer His holy one to see corruption. And this 
miracle illumines all life. There is no sharp 
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dichotomy ; not a risen Christ over against dying 
men ; but Christ the firstfruits and afterwards they 
that are Christ's; not one bright Easter Day 
over against da}rs of gloom, but * an Easter Day 
in every week': 

And week days following in their tndn 
The ftdlness of its blettings gain* 

not one holy life saved from corruption and other 
men left to the grave, but the assurance that all 
that is akin to Christ shall live, that every effort 
after holiness has an eternal value ; the knowledge 
that all our ' labour is not in vain in the Lord ' ; 
that this earth is consecrated as the pathway to a 
higher world. 

It may well be that it was to enforce this lesson 
that the appearances of the risen Christ bear so 
striking a resemblance to the actions of the previous 
life. Had He before broken in upon their conver- 
sations and inquired the topic and enlightened their 
minds ? so He does now to the disciples on the way 
to Emmaus. Had He consecrated their meals? so 
now He is known at the breaking of bread. Had 
He given them charges for their work and teach- 
ing? so He does now. Had He blessed their 
work by the miraculous draught of fishes ? so He 
does again. It is as though He said to them, and 
to us through them, ' all the details of life, conver- 
sation, meals, teaching, work, will go on in the old 
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fixed, ordered, conventional way, but My presence 
will be with you throi^h it all.' 

This thought leads us back to our own daily 
lives. The greater part of them, my brothers, 
must partake of the character of that which is 
r^ular, monotonous, uninteresting, unexciting : 
drudgery and routine occupy the greater part of 
the lives of the greater part of mankind : the un- 
expected seldom happens, and it is well for us that 
it is so; for we may not gamble with life and 
expect miracles to save us from the consequences 
of our actions. But we have to find our happiness 
and the presence of God in this greater part of our 
life. Remembering then that God, in so far as He 
is known to man, is known by self-Umitatibn ; limit- 
ing Himself in creation to fixed laws for the universe, 
limiting Himself in the incarnation to the conditions 
of human life ; yet all the while acting with a free 
conscious purpose, upholding all things by the word 
of His power, and all the while transcending the 
laws which He has fixed for Himself ; we shall try 
with the help of His wisdom to order the whole 
life ; we shall see our true freedom, not in caprice 
or the spirit of independence, but in the voluntary 
acceptance of the tasks which life lays upon us ; 
we shall keep our freedom fresh by moments of 
prayer and worship; but we shall order our life 
and our work by the standard of duty ; and then 
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the true freedom will not be merged, but remain 
a living force, able to rise, if need be, above routine ; 
and upon a life so ordered there may fall some 
spiritual impulse, coming we know not whence, 
and leading us we know not whither, but enabling 
us to accept the true vocation of our life, to choose 
some harder and more self-den)ang task; or it 
may be opening our eyes to see and to help others 
to see some new aspect of truth. 

A genial moment oft has giTen 

What yean of toil and pain, 
Of long, indostriotti toU ha^ itrifca 

To win, and aU in vain. 

Yet count not, when thine end is won. 

That labour merely lost: 
Nor say it had been wiser done 

To spate the painful cost 

When heaped upon the altar lie 

AU things to feed the fire^ 
One spark alighting from on high, 

The flames at once aspire; 

Bat those sweet gums and fragrant woods, 

Its rich material rare. 
By tedious quest o'er lands and floods 

Had first been gathered there. 
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XIII 
FAITH AND BELIEF 

DxLivx&xD Sunday, October a8, 1888, by thx Very 
RxY. H. A. Jambs» St. John's Collxgb, 

DxAN OF St. Asaph. 

HEAD MASTER OF RUGBY 

'As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is 
dead also.' — St. James ii. so. 

The hardest battle which Christianity has to fight 
in the worid is not the battle against heathenism or 
against ignorance or against atheism. These are 
hard battles enough, as all who have fought them 
know : but the hardest of all is the battle against 
unreality. A missionary may convert a village, 
a town, a tribe, to the faith of Christ : a Christian 
worker may make himself a centre of divine light 
and knowledge in some city den of thieves and 
outcasts where God was unknown before: there 
are Christian champions in plenty to repel the 
assaults of those who attack, from this side or that, 
the premisses or the conclusions of the Christian 
faith. But how few are those who, not being the 
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heralds of a new religion, lacking the stimulus of 
the novel or the strange, without the excitement 
of a controversial stru^le, have taught men to be 
Christians inwardly; who, brought face to face with 
professing believers, have persuaded them not to 
be content with a religion of formulas and congre- 
gations and a conventional morality, but have 
brought it home to them that that is not all of 
Christianity; that Christianity is not simply a 
system of belief or of moral practice, but that in its 
highest embodiment it is the holiness which is bom, 
and bom necessarily, not of an assent to a creed, 
not of obedience to a law, but of faith in a Person. 
Now this battle against unreality was, in the 
very essence of it, the battle which Christ had to 
fight and did fight in His life in the world. * I am 
not come to destroy the law, but to fulfil it/ It 
was just because He preached no new doctrine, but 
made the old so real, breathed sudi a new life into 
it, that His enemies found it so impossible to answer 
Him, and hated Him with so vimlent a hatred. If 
He had simply come to them and said, * Moses 
taught you wrong : he was no prophet : Grod never 
spoke to him or made him the leader and law- 
giver of his people,' they could have joined issue 
with Him directly, could have denounced Him 
effectually and cmshed Him at once. But as He 
accepted all that Moses had said and writteni and 
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insisted simply that they had never understood his 
meaning or modelled their lives by his teaching, it 
was a new form of attack which they were at a loss 
how to meet. And at the same time, just because 
He took up, in this sense, no new theological 
position, the Founder of the noblest religion that 
the world has ever seen, the greatest of all prophets, 
the Deliverer of His people, never had in His life- 
time any ordered party or following. It was not 
until after the death of Christ that the Christian 
Church was organized. 

All religious faith must have a moral as well 
as an intellectual element in it ; and (let me insist 
upon it for a moment) in attacking the Judaism of 
His day, Christ was attacking it upon its moral 
rather than its intellectual side. There were three 
different developments of national pride in the Jews 
which combined to make their religion the barren 
tree it was. One was pride in their descent: 
'We have Abraham to our father.' They were 
the chosen people of God, and though here and 
there amongst them (as they could not deny) there 
were to be found individuals who were traitors to 
the national traditions, unworthy descendants of 
the great patriarchs to whom they traced them- 
selves up, yet that the whole nation had fallen 
away, had foi^otten its calling, had left the old 
right pathSy had ceased to be the true Israel of 
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God, was a doctrine quite too monstrous for them 
to believe ; and when it was enunciated by Christy 
it was no wonder that they thought stones the best 
argument to refute it. Another pride was in their 
law ; in their own knowledge of its requirements, 
and the exhaustive fashion in which some of them 
at any rate strove to fulfil them. Had not their 
scribes and lawyers studied the law as no other 
law had ever been studied before ? Had they not 
numbered its precepts and counted its very letters? 
Had not every human action down to the minutest 
trivialities of daily domestic life been brought under 
one or other of its rules? Were not their very 
fringes and phylacteries a testimony to their ac* 
quaintance with its details and the scrupulous care 
with which they sought to observe it ? And what 
if it was too exactii^^ for ordinary men leading 
busy lives that left them little time either for the 
study or the fulfilment of it ? It was enough for 
them that just as they had in the Scribes repre- 
sentatives of the nation to study it, so they had in 
the Pharisees representatives of the nation to fulfil 
it In them they could point to disciples of Moses 
who, letting no iota or tittle of his ordinances go 
unforgotten, embod3ring in their lives the whole 
letter of the law, were a leaven of righteousness 
that leavened the whole lump. In their righteous- 
ness the nation was righteous. And who was this 
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Nazarene, this carpenter's Son, that He should 
charge upon them a neglect of the law, a whole- 
sale misunderstanding of its tenor? What right 
had He, or such as He, to tell them that they could 
not be justified by works ? The third Idnd of pride 
was a pride in thei| belief— their belief in the one 
God, Jehovah the God of Israel. True, in the past 
history of the race it was not hard to point to 
periods when the great truth of the unity of God 
had been foi^otten, when Israel had been unfaithful 
and gone after strange gods, had worshipped Baal 
and all the host of heaven. But these were sins of 
the distant past, follies of the childhood or the 
wanton youth of the nation, which it had long left 
behind it What wonder then that many of them, 
even after they had added the belief in Christ to 
the belief in Moses, thought of this old faith of 
theirs as a rock to which they could cling in the 
stormiest waters, and had great need to be told 
that faith without works was a delusion and a 
dream? 

It was to all this unmeaning bdief^ to this religion 
which was only self-satisfaction, to this faith which 
enlisted only the lower and more mechanical powers 
of the mind, and hardly touched the heart at all ; 
it was to this that Christ came and opposed His 
religion. And there is nothing perhaps more 
remarkable in His teaching than the absence of 

Q 
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any attempt to fonnulate a creed, or to set forth 
a precise statement of doctrine. As we read His 
words in the pages of the synoptists, we cannot 
but be struck with the extremely small element 
in them of anything like dogmatic or doctrinal 
theology at all. And if in the fourth gospel 
St. John has preserved to us discourses in which 
Christ did unfold that side of His teaching, jret 
even there we hear Him speaking in such a way 
that the great topics of which He treats — His owa 
nature, the nature of the Father, the relation of 
one to the other, the coming of the Holy Spirit— 
are dwelt upon, not for themselves or by them- 
selves alone, but for the sake and in the light of 
their bearing upon the world — upon the men and 
the women among whom Christ lived and whom 
He loved. 

But if this comparative absence of doctrine pure 
and simple in Christ's teaching is remarkable, no 
less remarkable is its appearance, and the trans- 
cendent importance given to it, directly He is gone 
from the scene. Read any chapter almost of the 
Acts, any of the great epistles which make up 
most of the remainder of the New Testament, 
and they are all full of the faith of Christ, of 
definite beliefs about His person. His death, His 
resurrection, put out as essential to membership of 
Him and of His Church, as well as to the leading 
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of the Christian life. What is the reason of the 
change ? If Christ had not thought this necessary, 
why should His apostles introduce it ? The answer 
is not far to seek. Christ had done His work : He 
had laid the foundations of the faith — laid them 
strong and immoveable in the personal love of His 
followers to a personal Leader and Saviour. But 
something more was requisite. If His work was 
to have, under human conditions, a permanent 
influence upon generations yet unborn, it must have 
an abiding centre from which this influence could 
radiate. This centre was the Christian Church. 
But it would have been in vain for the Church to 
content herself with precepts of holiness, and to 
leave the truth about the Author of holiness and 
the ways of attaining it to take care of themselves. 
Men will not rally round a standard the motto of 
which is simply goodness. They must have some* 
thing more definite : something which appeals 
directly to the mind, upon which the reason can 
fasten. And so the Christian creed, which in 
Christ's own lifetime had remained in the back- 
ground, not because it was unimportant, but because 
it was rather taken for granted, came into a promi* 
nence that it has never lost If we look at the 
history of the Christian Church since the days of 
its Founder, we shall see that the great crises in 
its career have been crises when doctrines rather 
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than morality have been at stake. It was one such 
crisis when Athanasius, standing alone, maintained 
against a world that was rushing into error the 
deity of the Second Person in the Trinity: it was 
another such crisis when the Eastern Church parted 
from the Western on the doctrine of the procession 
of the Holy Ghost from the Son : it was a third 
such crisis when the leaders of the modem Reforma- 
tion took their stand upon the dogma of justifica- 
tion by faith and the right of private judgement 
These were struggles that convulsed the Church 
from end to end. On the other hand, though 
there have been times when the Church has grown 
degenerate and false and useless, and has then been 
awakened in this way or that to a new life and 
a new career, it has not been at such periods that 
its unity, much less its existence, has seemed to 
be in danger. It is peril to its faith, not peril 
to its holiness, that sends the blood coursing 
through its veins. Truth can count a thousand 
martyrs for every one that goodness has. 

And if you turn to modem religious circles, the 
same holds good there. You know how much 
readier people of the professedly religious type 
are to condone a moral peccadillo here and there 
than to forgive an error in doctrine: how much 
easier it is to collect a multitude that will wreck a 
church where the service offends their beliefs or 
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their prejudices, than one that will pull down a gin- 
shop where souls for which Christ has died are sold 
daily and nightly over the counter. The enthusiasm 
of opinion is far commoner, far more readily roused, 
than the enthusiasm of right-doing. ^ 

But is this precedence given to truth over 
goodness entirely wrong ? Are we to depose faith 
once for all, and enthrone morality in its place? 
Assuredly not. But, for all that, there are two 
things which are of paramount importance for us 
to settle before we attach a supreme value to faith 
in a creed. One is what we include in a creed: 
the other is what we mean by faith. 

There are at the present time two opposite 
tendencies about creeds between which it is not 
wholly easy to steer. One is to regard all of them 
alike as the same, pr nearly the same, in value and 
authority: to 'sit as God, holding no form of creed, 
but contemplating all.' Assuredly I do not envy 
the man who cannot see in the higher religions of the 
non-Christian world a thousand elements of what 
is noble and godlike : who does not own that — 

In Vedic verse^ in doll Konm, 
Are messages of good for man : 
That angels to onr Aryan sires 
Talked by the earliest household fires: 
That prophets of the elder day, 
The slant-eyed sages of Cathay, 
Read not the riddle aU amiss 
Of higher life evolved from this. 
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But it is one thing to allow that, and wholly 
another to say that the difference between Christ 
and these other founders, between the faith of 
Christ and their faiths, is only one of degree. If 
there is no Christian revelation, Christianity ceases 
to be a religion and becomes only a moral system : 
and if in Christ there has been a revelation, how- 
ever incomplete, however limited, it is an essential 
part of it, as we have it, that it is the one authorita- 
tive revelation which God has made of Himself to 
the world. 

The other tendency is to go on enlarging in- 
definitely the area of what is held to be vital and 
essential in the Christian creed, to go on including 
in it point after point of debateable belief, until 
it covers almost the whole field of theology. In 
saying this I am not presuming to criticize the 
creeds of the Catholic Church, or of any special 
branch of it. The great Churches of Christendom 
have, for the most part, deliberately refused to fall 
into this mistake. Their creeds are simple and 
intelligible, and set forth little more than the great 
broad truths upon which the Christian faith rests. 
But what the Churches have not done, individuals 
have ; and they have succeeded in persuading men 
that many beliefs which have become general and 
all but universal are actually part of the Catholic 
faith. There is no more astonishing feature in 



XIIL FAITH AND BELIEF 231 

some modan theological controversies — such as 
that, for instance, about the precise nature of in- 
spiration — than that it has been necessary to point 
out again and again the difference between a belief 
held by most Christians and one enunciated by the 
authoritative voice of the Church. There b nothing 
more dangerous than this tendency to multiply the 
vital elements in the Christian creed. In human 
belief there are three things, one of which will 
alwa3rs vary in inverse ratio to the other two. 
One is the amount which men are asked to believe: 
the second is the number of those who will believe 
it: the third is the thoroughness, and by that I 
mean both the honesty and completeness, of their 
belief. If a creed is too minute in its details and 
too wide in its area, either people will not believe 
it, or they will accept it superficially or hypo- 
critically. If we would have a universal Church, 
either its creed must be a simple one or there will 
be this half-and-half acceptance of it If we would 
have a thorough and complete belief, either the 
creed must not be a complicated one, or we shall 
shut out from the Church the great mass of reason- 
ing men. And if God has given us a revelation 
which confessedly leaves much unrevealed, if the 
utterances of the Church supplementing that reve- 
lation are on certain points but tentative and 
hesitating, is it a false inference to make that God 
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meant the mind of man to exercise itself upon the 
great questions which concern the divine nature 
and counsels, as well as upon those which concern 
only man and the world — ^to find a field, not only 
in all earthly knowledge, but in the science of 
sciences, the science of the nature of God as revealed 
in the history of His dealings with man? If so, 
the creed of a true Church will be one which has 
indeed a heart of rock, immoveable and fast, in the 
great central truths of the faith (for without that it 
would be a mere floatii^ island^ disappearing and 
reappearing in a sea of doubt) ; and yet one which 
is content to leave unfixed much about which 
Christians will think differently as long as human 
reason is imperfect and the light from above but 
partial Beyond all question, uncertainty and 
doubt are not the highest sts^e which the mind 
of man can reach, and there is no seeker after 
truth more contemptible than he who rests in these 
when an effort might bring him certainty, or at 
least assurance; but, none the less, it is in the 
effort to reach these, and not in the rest which they 
bring, that God has made our spiritual life here, on 
its intellectual side, to consist. It is not by walking 
in a Dutch garden of trim formulas, covering the 
whole area of religious belief, that the soul gains 
strength and power, but in climbing the he^hta 
which bring us nearer to God and to His light. 
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And when we pass from creeds to our belief in 
them, from the matter of faith to faith itself, how 
narrow and mistaken is the common view of it! 
* Faith and works,' cries the superficial student of 
God's word, * at what opposite poles these stand I ' 
*St Paul and St. James,' says the shallow critic, 
' how bitter was the odium theokgicum even between 
one apostle and another!' Will men never see, 
what the apostles saw plainly enough, that faith 
and works only differ as cause and effect, as the 
courage which moves to heroic deeds differs from 
the heroic deeds to which it moves us ? that, to put 
it in another way, faith is a work of the mind and 
heart, works but the expression in outward act 
of some faith or other within? Will men never 
remember that deeds have no moral value in them- 
selves apart from the motive which inspires them ? 
When man slasrs man, is it the feet that are swift 
to shed blood, or the hands that are red with the 
stains of it, that are to blame? Does charity lie 
in the fingers that drop the coin into the alms-box, 
or that put the cup to the mouth of the djdng? 
Does self-restraint reside only in the lips that close 
upon the angry word ? Nay, there is no virtue in 
an act by itself— it is the motive in the heart that 
makes it good or bad. And it is so with the beliefs 
of the mind. There is no spiritual value in mere 
belief, even of religious truths ; it is the heart with 
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which men go to meet the truth, the honesty, the 
reverence, the fear with which they desire to look 
into it, that give it its worth. Faith and works 
alike are, on one side, the outcome of what is best 
in man towards God ; on the other, they are alike 
His gifts, as every good gift and every perfect gift 
is from above. 

For, ohl let us take this to heart, if we have 
never done so before — ^that there is more, far more, 
in true Christian faith than a mere barren act of 
the mind. It was no cruel mockery, it was no 
acknowledgement of a stem predestination, when 
Christ refused to explain His parables or let His 
miracles be published to the multitude: but that 
He knew that faithful and true hearts go out to 
that which is likest God: that such require no 
interpreter between themselves and God, that to 
them no miracle can persuade like a life of mercy. 
' He that willeth to do the will of God, he shall 
know of the doctrine, whether it be of God.' And 
for the rest, 'seeing they will see and will not 
perceive, and hearing they will hear and will not 
understand.' There is no crime in unbelief by 
itself: but it is a crime if we go out to meet God's 
truth, God's revelation of Himself in Christ, with 
narrow and cynical hearts that will not grasp it in 
its breadth, but fasten upon this or that doubtful 
spot like insects upon a sore. It is a crime if we 
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come to it with minds made up, closed and sealed 
and barred against its reception, by worldly pre- 
occupation or imjust suspicion. It is a crime if we 
come to it persuaded that what we have learnt in 
other fields is all of it absolute knowledge, and that 
whatever clashes with that is necessarily falsehood 
and must fall. 

For faith must b^in, if it is true faith, with the 
open mind and the honest heart. And faith, once 
born, must find its life, not in the contemplation of 
abstract truth, but of truth as it is seen in the light 
of the holiness of Christ In the Christian sense it 
is with the heart that man believeth unto righteous- 
ness. Faith is not only belief, but it is trust. 
Fanaticism may cry. Credo quia impo55ibile\ reason 
may say. Credo quia certum ; the language of faith 
is. Credo quia credUnlisi I believe, for Christ is 
worthy of all belief: I cannot distrust Him whom 
I love: I know in whom I have believed, and in 
the light of His countenance the darkness of un- 
belief and the twilight of doubt vanish before the 
perfect daylight of a certain knowledge. This, and 
nothing less than this, is true, is Christian faith. 

And from it comes and must come righteous- 
ness : the righteousness, not of the Scribe or the 
Pharisee, who is righteous because he knows the 
written law better than others, but of him who 
cannot sin against his all^;iance to his Leader, 
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who is bound by the law of love within his heart 
To such a one it is easy to say» in no unmanly 
yielding up of his reason, ^ Lord, I believe : help 
Thou my unbelief: to such a one it is easy to 
cry, in no spirit of idle and apathetic fatalism, ' Go 
before : I will follow/ God give us all this saving, 
living faith, for the sake of His dear Son. 



XIV 
THE FAITH OF THE SAINTS 

Dklivxkbd Sunday, Novbmbbr 6, 189a, 
BY TBx Rby. Canon Ainobr, Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 

MASTER OF THE TEMPLE 

' And what shall I more say? For the time would fiul me to tell 
of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthah; of 
David also, and Samnel, and of the prophets : who through faith 
subdued kingdoms, wroog^t righteoosness, obtained promises, 
stopped the months of lions, qnenched the violence of fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, ont of weakness were made strong, waxed 
valiant in fight, tuned to flight the armies of the aliens.*— Heb. 

Just a month ago, after the death of Lord 
Tennyson, from many pulpits in London and 
throughout England (and, I doubt not, here in 
Oxford), the preacher bore glad and thankful testi- 
mony to the influence of the great poet and teacher 
who had passed away. It was no time or place 
for criticism, for estimating the rank which posterity 
would assign to him in the hierarchy of poets: 
but a great poet is always something more than 
a great poet ; and it was for this ^ something more ' 



238 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

— for his moral and spiritual impress upon his age — 
that we felt it not out of place to thank God in 
His own house of prayer. There was, as might 
have been expected, great unanimity on this point ; 
and in the general harmony I observed but one 
jarring note of discord. Some one wrote to the 
Times to the effect that this celebrating in the 
pulpit of the merits and glories of mere men was 
very indecorous, and a sad abuse of the function 
of the preacher, which was to glorify the Creator, 
and not the creature. The writer implied that 
when he attended church he expected his edifica- 
tion to come to him through quite other channels. 
The mysteries of the faith ; perhaps questions of 
moral casuistry; that which makes one view 
orthodox, and another unorthodox : through such 
topics he felt that Divine help and comfort were 
ordained to come, and not through the examples 
or teaching, however estimable, of fallible men. 

And it seems strange, after a few moments' 
reflexion, how little the Bible itself, in the form in 
which it has been given to us, seems to support 
this writer's view. God's revelation is framed from 
end to end in the example and the lives of men— 
their characters and their careers. Patriarchs, 
judges, kings, poets, prophets pass before us in 
order. They are entrusted with messages from 
God, with successive revelations of His nature and 
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will ; but if we had not their biographies — ^frankly, 
freely told, nothing extenuated, and nothing set 
down in malice-— to illustrate and commend those 
messages and revelations, how poor we should be, 
how incalculable our loss ! Nay, we cannot con- 
ceive how the Bible could have been the Bible 
were it not written in the lives of men, with all 
their triumphs and disasters, all their strength and 
weakness. Every heavenly grace, such as love, 
is revealed to us in the persons of those who love : 
every theological m3rstery, such as faith, is illus- 
trated in the lives of those who had it. The writer 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews finds no more sure 
and satisfactory means of explaining what faith is 
than by enumerating the men of old time, who 
owed to it the secret of their power. ' By faith,' 
Abel ; * by faith,' Enoch ; ' by faith/ Noah, won 
this or that victory over themselves or over the 
world. And instead of apologizing for filling his 
pages with the praise of men, he only regrets that 
he has not space for more. * Time would fail me ' 
to tell of Gideon, of Barak, and Samson, of David, 
and Samuel, and the prophets. He implies that 
even these are but samples — samples of all those 
(* of whom the world was not worthy ') who, in 
a generation absorbed in its private interests and 
lusts, breathing the low atmosphere of an earthly 
life, were separate from the world in this, that they 
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were fighting for an ideal, driven on by a passionate 
faith in the God of Israel. Through faith they 
were subduing kingdoms, and 'out of weakness 
were made strong.' 

This passage, as we all remember, is from one of 
the lessons for the festival of All Saints, just now 
passed ; and very precious it is in that connexion, 
as helping us to keep our conception of the saintly 
function large and catholic, and as protecting us 
against the subtle temptation to identify the saintly 
ideal with any one type, congenial to ourselves, or 
perhaps our party. It is very salutary to be forced 
to recogpiize persons, the most various in character 
and temperament, as well as in powers and oppor- 
tunities, as saints — saints, with all their failings and 
blemishes ; saints, as the writer of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews classes them, by virtue of the aim 
they set before them, the steadfastness with which 
they pursued it, the utter self-abnegation by which 
they met suffering and death for its sake. It forces 
us to recognize that God's kingdom in this world 
has been, in all times, advanced by men in whom 
many of those wajrs and manners we have come to 
call specially 'saintly' were conspicuously absent. 
The writer of the epistle before us chooses his 
specimens from what appears to us the rudest, 
roughest, most lawless period of Jewish history ; 
when the manners of men, however ardent they 



XIV. THE FAITH OF THE SAINTS 241 

were to defend the cause of the true God, could 
not have had that repose which stamps the caste of 
the modem saint — of the type we most naturally 
call saintly — ^the meditative, the calm, the devo- 
tional When we study the lives of a Jephthah, 
a Samson, a Gideon, with all their strange, gro- 
tesque, and even forbidding incidents, and read 
that these men were the saints of whom the world 
was not worthy, the idea of an orderly, meek, 
resigned ' religious life ' is, from the nature of the 
case, far enough off. 

Certain technical associations have gathered about 
the phrase the * religious life,' which ill suit with 
the character and career of a Samson. Yet his 
critic, in our text, includes him as living such a life, 
merely because he worked and suffered to keep 
alive the idea and the authority of a true God — 
a God of purity and righteousness, when the allure- 
ments of idolatry were aU around drawing men 
away with a fearful destructiveness. The career of 
a Gideon impresses u& kideed aa that of a fearless 
soldier, possessed by an enthusiasm for God. He 
comes in truth nearei home to our sympathies, for 
we have known such soldier-saints in many an age 
nearer to our own. But the real work he did — ^the 
real work that all these men did — is told us more 
clearly by something that happened after his death, 
than by all that we read of his personal actions. 

R 
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His biographer in the Book of Judges tells us this 
most significant fact — ^And it came to pass, as 
soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of 
Israel turned again, and went a whoring after 
Baalim, and made Baal-berith their god/ This 
is what the men called ^saints' do for thdr own 
generation, and for all generations, unless they 
utterly pass out of men's memories and records. 
They help, with all their varied gifts, talents, oppor- 
tunities, to keep alive the claims of the true Lord 
on men's spirits, against the idolatries of the Canaan 
in which they live. This is the bond which unites 
and harmonizes all these various personalities ; 
which makes kin the centuries before Christ and 
the centuries after: this it is which stamps and 
defines the one quality of the saint: and the 
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews calls it 
•faith.' 

He calls it ^ faith,' and his clear object is to 
show its identity with the power, bearii^ the same 
name, which Jesus Christ had brought with Him, 
as His greatest gift to men — 'This is the victory 
which overcometh the world, even your faith*' 
Faith, the one essential bond between saint and 
saint. And yet, this word of words, when divorced 
from human history and the triumphs it has won, 
how easily it dwindles into a theolc^cal abstraction 
—the topic of a thousand writers, the source and 



XIV. THE FAITH OF THE SAINTS 243 

fount of a thousand controversies. How often has 
the word, separated from life and action^ been-^ 

Profaned by every charlatan, 
And soiled by all ignoble use* 

And hence the inestimable boon of such a Scripture 
as this, where the unknown but learned and devout 
writer goes back a thousand years and more in his 
nation*s history to find there the true essence and 
virtue of faith, and to commend it to men already 
entangled in the controversies of metaphysics. 
Did he already notice that faith — the central word 
(on man's side) in Old and New Testaments, and 
the connecting-link between them — was about to 
acquire new meanings, and pass from out men's 
lives into their formulae — a thing to talk about, to 
study, and to analyse ? Did he perceive that men 
might come to regard Faith as something to live 
for, instead of something to live by? to cherish 
faith as itself ' an article of faith ' ; to believe in it 
(the instrument), in place of relying upon God? 
Was it for this that he pointed back to a state of 
society even then so remote and so different, to 
a state of society when theology and morals were 
as yet all but comprised in the simple alternative, 
' If the Lord be God, follow Him ; if Baal, follow 
him'? Whatever the writer's motive, this course 
he took. He interpreted and commended the 
* faith ' which Christ taught, by the faith of those 

R % 
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ancient times — to show that the two were identical, 
and given to men for an identical purpose. New 
and fuller revelations of God had indeed come to 
men; faith was furnished with a wider, a deeper 
outlook, but its mission was the same alwa3rs — to 
enable men to live above the world, and to win the 
world to follow them. 

' The time would fail me to tell of Gideon and 
Barak, of Samson and of Jephthah/ It is im- 
possible to mistake the significant language in 
which this writer accentuates over and over again 
the one quality which knits together all these dis- 
cordant elements into one bond of saintly work; 
almost as if he foresaw the narrowing tendency of 
diverging opinions to limit the saintly ideal. He 
even begins by defining faith in terms, independent 
of theologies, ancient or modem, and never to be 
affected by any changes of human knowledge or 
opinion. He makes that definition as wide, as all- 
embracing as it can be. ' Faith ' (I quote from our 
Revised Version) * is the assurance of things hoped 
for — the proving of things not seen.' 

Nothing can be simpler, more beyond all cavilling. 
It is the acting upon a conviction of things we do 
not see, as if we did see them, and the proving the 
truth of them by tests more certain than eyesight. 
And immediately after, he adds another fragment 
of description, which shall still further serve to keep 
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true faith distinct from all counterfeits. ' He that 
Cometh to God must believe that God is, and that 
He is the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
Him.' Now the first of these utterances, if we 
really accept it, should keep our conception of the 
saint large ; if, that is to say, the saint is the man 
or woman who keeps his or her faith unshaken in 
the midst of a faithless world. I b^;an by saying 
that our natural bias is to attach to certain forms 
and expressions of holiness the name of saintly. 
And the Scripture for All Saints day most wisely 
brings together, side by side, the most opposite — 
or rather all the complementary aspects — of the 
saintly life. While in the lesson we are reminded 
of Gideon, Samson, and Barak, in the Gospel for 
the day, we are referred, by the enumeration of 
our Lord's beatitudes, to the gentler, more passive 
graces, of the saint. ' Blessed are the meek ; 
blessed are the poor in spirit ; blessed are the pure 
in heart ; blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness.' Here is the saintly type after 
our own heart : we do with all our heart and soul 
recognize in such as these the reflexion of the holi- 
ness and purity of God. It is only when we turn 
in thought from these to the saints who seem so 
little like them, in the Book of Judges, that we 
need the larger definition of the saint, as one who 
has faith while the world has none, to keep us 
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from confusion and disilliuion. We know indeed 
no more of a man like Samaon than the stirring 
record of his outward fortunes ; but if the saint be 
the meek, the student of holiness, the hungerer and 
thirster after righteousness, who shall reconcile the 
two conceptions ? No one — ^nothing — ^save the due 
which the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
gives us — (aith — the one touch of * grace* that 
makes all God's servants * kin/ Not alone by faith 
do men subdue kingdoms; by £dth also tibey 
subdue themselves : not only by iaith do they over- 
come their enemies ; by faith also they overcome 
the world. In fighting for others' salvation, or 
their own, they are alike doing the saints* office, 
and are true to the work given them to do, which is 
different for every man. And all alike must sufier. 
Suffering is the badge of all their tribe. Faith the 
starting-point, suffering the inevitable condition; 
these are the same for all, whether it be a Gideon 
fighting for a God of Israel against Baalim, or the 
mourner for his own sin and weakness, weeping in 
loneliness through the midnight hours. Let neither 
of these deny to his fellow the name of saint, or the 
ministry of saintliness. Each has his work to do — 
each does it imperfectly, and through failures, dis- 
appointments, and humiliations. The saint is not 
a faultless creature, either in himself or in his 
methods. But he believes something which the 
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world does not beMeve, and lives above tiie world, 
and of him the world is not worthy. 

My brethren, let us strive to keep our conception 
of the saint wide and catholic. Let us love to trace 
the saintly function, not chiefly among those who 
share our methods and our views, but among those 
farthest removed from such. For in the presence 
of that word ' faith/ all walls of party should fall 
to the ground. There are those who will resent 
this advice, and take alarm lest if we widen the 
area of saintliness we should be in danger of lower- 
ing its standard. I believe the very opposite of 
this to be the truth. Keeping firmly hold of 
' faith * as the one essential test of the saint's work, 
we shall be best able to distinguish the true faith 
from the spurious, the true saint from the sham. 
Wherever faith is seen in action, there is a saint of 
God at work. Wherever in lonely village, in squalid 
court, the sorely-tempted man is labouring for 
God's sake to preserve his honesty : wherever the 
friendless and starving woman is struggling to be 
pure, because the vision of the Holy One is ever 
before her, there is the saint. It is only when 
faith is a watchword and a sentiment, but nothing 
more, that, however sweet and sentimental the 
environment, the saintliness has lost its savour, and 
is useless to the world. It has no rq;enerative, no 
contagious virtue. That is not the faith that 
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kindles other faith, and hands on the torch along 
the march of men. 

Infinitely various, then, are the missions and 
functions of faith, and we cannot afford to dis- 
parage any, or refuse them recognition. Wherever 
God has given us great examples, or profound 
teachers, or inspiriting voices, conveying to us Faith, 
awakening it in us, commending it to us, making it 
lovely and attractive, pouring streams of life and 
strength down from the mountain-tops on us, 
breathing the too easy, perhaps the enervating and 
malarious, atmosphere of the valley below, there is 
the saintly office at work, even though the voice be 
but a voice, and we know little enough of the 
personality of the prophet who utters it. Outside 
the special ministry of the Christian priesthood is 
the vaster ministry of man's influence upon man. 
Bad, piteous, shameful, as is one side of that influ- 
ence, let us all the more never forget that there is 
another side — ^blessed, life-giving, beneficent ' On 
God and godlike men we build our trust;' and 
whoever witnesses for God in an atheistic age, for 
fiaith in a material age, for all that is lovely and of 
good report, when 'high living and law thinking' 
have fullest sway, we submit is among those for 
whom it is right, not wrong, reverent, not irreverent, 
for us to thank God, even in the pulpits of a Chris- 
tian church. My brethren, it is a * far cry' from 
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the chieftains and warriors of the age of the Judges 
to a poet and prophet of the Victorian era ; and 
yet^ so far as the latest teacher, moved by faith in 
the Highest, helps to keep that faith from dying 
out in the world, he is one of the same beneficent 
company, to whom the world in all ages has been 
debtor. Though we can picture to ourselves so 
imperfectly the Judges of old — though their actions 
and methods seem so incongruous to a later day — 
we know (and it is enough) that this they achieved. 
By faith they lived, for faith they toiled, and 
rather than abjure that faith, when the need came, 
they died. We argue often in this our day as to 
how history is made — whether by the orderly 
development of law, or by the influence of great 
men appearing, we know not why or how. lo that 
far-off time the historian believes in the latter. 
The story of each generation he connects with its 
leading witness and champion for God. The pulse 
of the national faith beats fast or slow according as 
the leader's influence is felt or unfelt; and when 
a Gideon dies, we find that the unstable people 
wander back to the gods of the heathen with their 
more attractive cultus and their low morale. 

We waive such general speculations to-day : we 
waive also such questions as where technically 
inspiration b^ns and ends ; who are, or who are 
not, theologically speaking, God's prophets and 
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interpreters. But at least we may not shirk our 
responsibility for every good and perfect gift, 
because every such a one comes down from 
heaven. We are bound to use and to profit by, 
and to thank God for, all human forces working 
among us for our good One such potent spiritual 
force was the great poet just passed away — the 
most potent, I believe, in this century^s literature, 
next to that of Wordsworth. Time would iail, 
indeed, to sum up, liowever briefly, the great 
thoughts, the noble reasonings, the encourage- 
ments, the consolations that have through Tenny- 
son's verse found their way to many a heart and 
spirit that, if the truth were known, had held out 
long against kindred pleadings, conveyed in the 
perhaps sterile language of schoolroom divinity. 
In the life of many a man, as I have reason to 
believe, what he has first learned from the poet has 
led him to understand better the message of the 
prophet and the priest. No wonder — ^for poetry is 
the interpreter of life. Time, again, would fail to 
illustrate this by instance or quotation; but will 
not many among my hearers confirm this that 
I say — that the peculiar temptations of an age of 
high culture have been to many a man first brought 
home to him there ? Have they not learned from 
the VuioH of Sin that C3micism is not a sign of 
strength but of weakness, not of superiority to the 
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common herd, but inferiority; because the cynic 
and the pessimist is the corruption of the worldling 
and the voluptuary — ^ the crime of sense avenged 
by time ' ? And who can tell how far that beneficent 
movement, one of the most hopeful of our time, for 
diffusing the high and ennobling pleasures of art 
and science and literature among the less fortu* 
nate of the world, that has produced our Tojmbee 
Hall, our Oxford House, our Kyrle Societies, and 
a hundred more, has not been due to the human 
conscience, smitten by that marvellous picture of 
the * Sinful soul, possessed of many gifts,' which at 
first loved all good things, but only 'for their 
beauty,' and so loving, kept them, in selfish isola- 
tion, for itself, until, struck down, like Herod on 
the judgement-seat, by remorse, it confessed that 
such cultivation, such enjoyment, has in it the seeds 
of death, because of its isolation, because it has 
'shut Love out'? 

Yet pull not down my palace towen that are 

So lightly, beautifully built ; 
Perchance I may return with othen there, 

When I haye purged my gnilt. 

It is our great men, who have the gift of faith, 
who help us to have it and to live above the world. 
Let us cherish their memory^ and speak of them 
and honour them. And not the least precious 
among these are our poets; for when they pass 
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away, their power remains, and even widens, and is 
streng^ened. 'Their place is changed — they are 
the same/ They do not ' die to us, although they 
die.' Yet we dare not worship them, or make 
a religion out of them ; for the worship of any God 
short of the highest means d^^dation and cor- 
ruption. *We needs must love the highest when 
we see it/ They are not the light — ^they but 
reflect the light. ' Jesus Christ is to me,' said one 
day the departed poet, 'as is the sun to yonder 
flower.' So must it be to us ; for power Qomel^ 
from the source, not from the colour, beauty, chaml 
of the reflexion. 'And the Ught was the life of 
men.' 



XV 
FAITH AND LAW» 

Dbuvxrxd Sunday, Dbcbmbbk 5, 1897, by the 

Rbv. Waltbr Lock, Kxblb Collbgb, Dban Ireland's 

Professor of the Exegesis of Holy Scripture. 

WARDEN OF KEBLE COLLEGE 

'What, then, is the law?'— Gal. iii. 19. 

St. Paul answers one aspect of this question 
clearly enough, for in the words which immediately 
follow the text he explains the temporary purpose 
which the Mosaic law had served in the prepara- 
tion of the chosen people of Israel. But there is 
another aspect of the question which is even more 
vital for us, that is, what is the law in its per- 
manent, its present, obligation ? what is it for us 
Christians, for us who have placed our faith in 
Christ and trust to be justified in Him alone? 
And to this part of the problem it must be con- 
fessed that his answer is perplexing ; it seems even 
self-contradictory, for, while he states clearly that 

* A few paragraphs of this sermon hare been embodied in •S'/../\i«/ 
the MasUr Buildtr, Lecture IV. 
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Christ is the end of law unto righteousness to every 
one that believetfa (rcXos v6iiov^ Rom. x. 4), jret 
when challenged to say whether he makes law 
of none effect through fiuth, he indignantly dis- 
claims the charge — ^ God forbid ' ; nay, we set law, 
the whole conception of law as such, on a strong 
firm basis (i^o/ioir lxrri»oiA€p^ Rom. iiL 31). 

We rise then from a study of his epistles still 
asking, 'What, then, is the law? and what was 
St Paul's attitude towards it ? ' 

To which, for instance, of the following two pic- 
tures shall we resemble him ? In Bishop Berkeley's 
Alciphron^ Lysicles is asked the question, ' What 
are we to think then of laws and regulations rela- 
ting to right and wrong, crimes and duties ? ' and 
he answers, * They serve to bind weak minds and 
keep the vulgar in awe : but no sooner doth a true 
genius arise but he breaks his way to greatness 
through all trammels of duty, conscience^ rel^on, 
law; to all which he showeth himself infinitely 
superior^.' Was St Paul a true genius of that 
kind? 

In Mr. Rudyard Kipling's Jungle Book we have 
an account of one who had been a g^eat and suc- 
cessful ruler of an Indian State, and had resigned 
his position to seek peace and happiness as a 
* holy man ' — as a monk. On his way to his retreat 

^ Akiphrom^ ii. c. 8. 
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he stopped in the high-road at Simla, till a police- 
man told him to move on because he was obstruct* 
ing the traffic ; and he ' salaamed reverently to 
the law, because he knew the value of it and was 
seeking a law of his own K' Would St. Paul have 
S}rmpathized with Lyatcles or with Purun Bhagat ? 
When he joined in the Nazarite vow at Jerusalem, 
might he not have been said to have salaanud 
reverently to the Jewish law because he knew the 
value of it and had found a law of his own ? 

Once more, shall we r^^ard him as typified by 
tiie unjust steward of the parable, finding accept- 
ance with his lord's debtors by lowering their ImUs, 
t£at is, through abating the rigour of the ceremonial 
law ? an interpretation of the parable which is as 
old as the second century, and which obtained some 
currency as late as the time of Abelard, who em- 
bodied it in his poem on St. Paul : 

Nunc neqnitUtt landat idlicua 
Qnem pradentU didt pimeditnm 
Ac pro filiis lads proTidun'. 

Or shall we regard him as a great ecclesiastical 
statesman who * held the law of Rome in profound 
respect' and built up, upon the analogy of that 
empire of law, a constructive theory of a Catholic 
Church 8 ? 

^ The Second Ju99gii Book, ^. II. 

' Trendi, Sacred Poetry, p. 308 note. 

' 7%€ Nf CaUHdar of Great Mm^ p. 207. 
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The reconciliation of these two opposite sides of 
his teaching is difficult, nor does it ever seem to 
me that we gain much help towards it by drawii^ 
a distinction between the moral and the ceremonial 
law, as though the latter were abolished and the 
former established. For it is a distinction which 
St Paul himself never draws, and the law which 
was abolished was most characteristically repre- 
sented to his mind by a commandment of the 
ffwral law, 'Thou shalt not covet'; and, again, 
there is a very real sense in which the ceremonial 
law is fulfilled, expanded, antit)rped in Christian 
worship. 

Rather, we need to find some method by which 
the whole range of law, so far as it affects human 
life, was both abolished and established for Chris- 
tians ; and in this search our first clue is to notice 
that the question does not stand alone. The same 
problem faces us in our Lord's teaching about 
a man's own life ; he must lose it and yet he will 
find it : it is the same with His treatment of family 
life — * If any man cometh unto Me, and hateth not 
his own father and mother, and wife and children^ 
and brethren and sisters, he cannot be My disciple ' ; 
yet the Pharisees are condemned for making void 
the commandment to honour father and mother, 
and the Lord's disciple shall receive now in this 
time brethren and sisters, mothers and children 
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(St. Mark x. 30). It is the same with St. Paul's 
treatment of wisdom: he will not preach with 
wisdom of words lest the cross of Christ should be 
made void ; yet ' Christ is made to us wisdom ' : he 
himself speaks wisdom among the perfect : he prays 
that his converts may increase in wisdom. It is 
the same with the Apostolic treatment of the world 
as a whole : ' All that is in the world is not of the 
Father' (i St. John ii. 16). 'Unless ye fast from 
the world, ye shall in no wise find the kingdom of 
God' (Logion ii): yet the world and things present 
and things to come are the Christian's ; and he is 
Christ's, and Christ is God's (i Cor. iii. 23). The 
principle seems universal: a man's own life, his 
fjaimily ties, his intellectual power, the world itself, 
each alike is surrendered and is given back^ is lost 
and is found. 

Now, may we rightly bring the law under this 
universal principle ? Yes, in the main ; but there 
18 one point of difference to be noted first. The 
law was, in a sense in which none of these things 
was, a national rather than an individual possession. 
It marked off Jew from Gentile ; each son of 
Abraham bore the name of Jew and rested upon 
the law (Rom. ii. 17) ; it was his peculiar privil^e 
as a Jew, and it in its turn emphasized the dis- 
tinction; it enforced circumcision, as a mark of 
separation ; it compelled the Jew on every Sabbath, 

S 
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nay at every meal at which meat was eaten, to 
realize his separateness. As he moved up the 
steps to take part in his national worship he passed 
proudly by the notice that no Gentile could pass 
within the enclosure which he was entering, except 
under penalty of death. 

The first way, then, in which the law was 
abolished, was in its national relation. 

It was no longer to be an exclusive national 
possession, and all those parts of it which tended 
to separate Jew from Gentile, for the purposes of 
religious privil^e, passed away as completely as 
the Temple disappeared And yet even here there 
is a sense in which its separating function was 
re-established* Circumcision reappeared in Bap- 
tism : the Sabbath was transfigured into Sunday ; 
the distinction between those within and those 
without was revived in St. Paul's own writings; 
the sacrifices of the Temple found their fuller 
reality (as the Epistle to the Hebrews points out) 
in the Sacrifice of the Cross and in the Christian 
Liturgy. The dividii^ line was now drawn, not 
by any mere fiact of birth and heredity, which is 
sure ultimately to seem arbitrary and narrow, bjit 
by the essential line of character, that line which 
Alexander the Great had wished to enforce when 
he tried to brleak down the external differences of 
Greek and barbarian, and taught his followers that 
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the only true division was that between ^cn^ and 
Kaicia^; the line which separates goodness from 
badness, faith from distrust, loyalty from selfish- 
ness, right from wrong ; the line which must 
ultimately recommend itself to the conscience of 
all men ; for it is a reflexion of that highest law 
which controls the very nature of God Himself. 
The Law, then, was destroyed as a national source 
of pride ; it was established as God's gift to all 
true humanity. 

There is, however, a yet deeper sense in which 
the law was abolished for the individual. Its whole 
position in the spiritual life was changed. To the 
Jew it had become the centre of that life ; if asked 
why he did this or that, it was because the law 
commanded it ; if why he hoped to stand in the 
Judgement, it would be because he had obeyed its 
mandates. But the effect of the appearance of our 
Lord on earth was to shift the centre to Himself: 
those who listened to Him no longer went to ask 
the scribes how to adapt the law to their own 
needs ; they went to the Living Teacher; they found 
in Him the Son of the Living God ; they heard 
from His lips the words of eternal life ; they did 
what He bade; and henceforth their one central 
inspiring motive was personal trust in Him and in 
the God whom He had revealed as a Father, The 

^ Plutarch, d$ AUx, Magn, Fort, i c. 6. 
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law fell Into the background. In what sense, then, 
was it re-established ? 

Two simple human analogies will help us to the 
answer. 

I. Let us take first the analogy of marriage — an 
analogy which is often suggested by the Bible as 
applicable to the relation between God and man. 
In marriage the human centre of life shifts. The 
centre hitherto has been the parents' home ; love 
of the parents, obedience to the parents, has been 
the guiding and controlling power over the son or 
the daughter. 'Honour thy father and mother' 
has been the first commandment of those that 
touch our duty to others. But marriage introduces 
a new centre : duty to the husband or wife, love 
for them, becomes the main motive of life, for 
'A man shall leave his father and mother and 
cleave unto his wife.' The command^ ' Honour thy 
father and mother' is not cancelled, but it has to 
be reconciled with the other command, ' Hearken, 
O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; 
forget also thine own people, and thy father^s house ' 
(Ps. xlv. lo). 

A new centre, self-chosen, springing out of the 
deepest instincts of a personality seeking its own 
fullest completion, has displaced the old, which had 
been inherited and was not the object of choice. But 
does it follow from this that the love of our parents 
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is diminished) or the duty of honouring them 
abolished? Surely^-in so far as any marriage is an 
ideal mamage, the very reverse is the case. The 
son or daughter reaching the fullness of their own 
life knows even better than before the debt which 
they owe to the parents who made that life pos- 
sible; if children are bom to the marriage, the 
growing sense of fatherhood or motherhood enables 
them to enter more into their parents' hearts, to 
understand more of their sacrifice and effort than 
they had known before ; the quickening of their 
own power of love and of their gratitude reacts 
upon their love of their parents. The new power of 
emotion drawn out by the stronger centre has 
intensified the whole range of emotion ; so that 
the love of parents, though relaHvefy less command- 
ing in the position which it holds in life, is abs(h 
lutely stronger than before. If marriage is the end 
of parental law and filial duty, none the less does 
it establish them on a firmer and deeper basis. 

a. The analogy of our prc^ess in the learning of 
any art, whether of mind or body, will help us 
further. You wish, for instance, to learn the art 
of climbing, so that you may get into the free 
invigorating air of the glacier. What are the pro- 
cesses by which you acquire this art? There are, 
first, all the methods by which we were taught as 
children the art of walking at all ; there are then 
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the methods by which we learn the art of climbing ; 
in each case we begin with dependence on external 
rule imposed from without by our nurse and our 
gruide, until we have found our own feet ; at last we 
have gained freedom, and we move forward, follow- 
ing our guide. But in time we come to the critical 
point ; there is a dangerous spot to be passed : to 
trust entirely to ourselves and to refuse help would 
be fatal: to think about our rules — ^how to place 
our feet, how to hold our alpenstock — would be 
equally fatal; all rules have to be forgotten for 
the moment; the only thing is to take the hand 
which has been held out from above, and, as we 
take it, we pass freely forward ; the guide's nerve 
passes into ours, and we henceforth have true 
nerve, true freedom in climbing, and are able to 
help others to the same freedom. But we come 
down with a quickened power of walking, and a 
stronger faith than ever in the laws which made it 
possible for us to mount to the point where fuller 
freedom became possible, and when we look back 
on what has happened, we find that when we threw 
away all thought of rule and law, it was not that 
we were disobeying them, but that we were oheying 
a higher principle which included thenu Through 
trust in our guide we had done, without conscious 
thought, that which had before been a baffling 
external rule. We have passed into freedom through 
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a constant willingness to be guided, through a con- 
stant sense of dependence, and our freedom has 
carried us beyond dependence upon an individual 
guide into dependence upon the constant laws of 
physical effort. It is the same with evety study : 
a moment comes when we pass into the freedom 
that is above rules; but that is not because the 
rules are disobeyed, but because they are obeyed : 
and the surest test of our being truly free is that 
we now see the value of all the regulations and 
restrictions by which we were trained. 

We are now better able to understand St Paul's 
treatment of the law. The law had taught the 
Jew much : it had enabled him to rise to a higher 
moral level than his Gentile neighbours; but it 
failed to carry him to that point where spiritual 
freedom became a reality. But (if I may say it 
with reverence) there had appeared from above 
One who knew perfectly the art of righteousness, 
who by a true instinct obeyed the whole moral 
law : and He had called others to follow Him, and, 
as they followed. His spirit had passed into theirs, 
and they too had found strength to obey. They 
no longer felt the old perplexities, ' must I do this ? ' 
' can I do that ? ' They had gained spiritual nerve 
to go forward: they had gained creative freedom 
in the art of righteousness. They no longer asked 
nervously about each action, * Is it so nominated in 
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the bond ? ' for the ideal of the good man (i iya$6s) 
had supplanted that of the just (i iUaios). Christ 
had become in a real sense the end of the Law. 

And yet as truly was it set on a firmer basis ; 
for they realized that it was the law which had 
brought them to the point at which they felt their 
need of a guide : it was the iraiday»yd9 cts Xpurrov : 
' the righteousness of God had been witnessed by 
the law and the prophets:' and this very guide, 
who had drawn them away from and above the 
law, re-enacted the very same moral law for them : 
when St. Paul passed from Gamaliel to our Lord, 
he had passed from the lawyer to the l^slator, 
and the legislator interpreted the law to him as he 
had never seen it before; the Christian knew it 
now not as the external command of an arbitrary 
legislator, but as the utterance of a loving Father. 
Behind every 'Thou shalt not' of the moral law 
they heard a Father's voice keeping them out of 
danger : every * Thou shalt * was rec<^;nized as the 
gentle pressure of love into the path of freedom : 
and they grew 

Ftond to be checked and soothed by that o'ermastering charm, 

for 

Fear this efifectt^that I do not the ill: 
LoYe more— that I therennto have no wiU. 

As the new spirit which had come into them 
expressed itself in action, they found it followed 
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the very lines of the law, and that love was its ful- 
filling. In a word, law was abolished, not because 
it was disobeyed, but because it was obeyed : the 
requirement of the law was fulfilled in those who 
walked after the Spirit, because it had passed into 
the very heart of their spiritual nature : and faith 
was counted for righteousness, not (as is often 
thought) in spite of its not being righteousness, but 
rather, just because it was righteousness — ^the one 
and only right attitude of men to God, the seed 
and secret of all right actions in the future. 

St. Paul, then, in the controversial part of his 
work, was engaged in breaking down the wrong 
position of law : not law as such, but the Judaizing 
conception of law. It may seem to us almost as 
though it must have been dangerous to morality 
that to simple converts like those of Galatia or of 
Colossae, who needed building up in the simplest 
rules of the moral life, he should have denounced 
law as he does. Yet St Paul rightly saw that law 
so presented was fatal to real progress — law pre- 
sented to those who were not Jews, with all its 
Jewish limitations clinging to it ; law presented as 
external rule to be obeyed ; law presented so as to 
lead to self-trust and self-complacency; law pre- 
sented as an end rather than as a means ; law pre- 
sented without the sense of dependence on the 
Divine Guide; law as a rival to Christ — this he 
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shattered as remorselessly as later Christian mis- 
sionaries shattered an heathen idol. 

But mark how to those who have their centre 
true he brings the whole of their life under the net- 
work of law. In the small community at Thessa* 
lonica he orders their religious meetings, and their 
private individual life : the latter is not to be like 
that of the Gentiles, who knew not God; but it 
is to be pure, affectionate, orderly. In the next 
group of epistles St. Paul is mainly controversial, 
but behind the controversy the foundation of the 
whole moral law is laid firmly in Love and in the 
gift of the spirit of freedom, and there emetges 
the striking phrase, 'the law of Christ ' ; and when 
writing to the Roman Christians, who were liable 
to be misled by the example of the Jews assidue 
tufmdtuantes^ he brings the whole of their life as 
citizens under the control of law, on the deep 
religious ground that the powens that be are 
ordained of God. In the letters to Ephesus and 
Colossae, where he is trymg to organize the spiritual 
life of his Asiatic Churches, we have what Ewald 
called ' a new decalogue for the Gentile Churches,' 
and the whole of family life is regulated in detail, 
and 2^[ain on the deep rdigious ground that tiie 
family is the type of the Church* Finally, in the 
Pastoral Epistles all these former points are taken 
up : the civil rulers are not only to be obeyed, but 
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to be prayed for : the function of every member of 
the family is regulated : the whole organization of 
the Church is regulated, and regulated upon a moral 
basis, because God's family is a church of a God of 
life, a pillar and bulwark of the Truth. The t}rpe 
of Christian character as it leaves the moulding 
hands of St. Paul is permeated through and through 
with law. It is orderly, disciplined, self-controlled, 
sober (ici^o-jxior, a4if>p<ov) : its teachers know that the 
law is good, if they use it in its own true spirit 
(pofitims). And under this discipline it has gained 
a moral beauty and attractiveness. The Christian's 
works are not only tpya iyaOij they are also Ipya 
KokA: it would seem as though St. Paul, as he 
moved about in the heathen world, became more 
and more impressed with the immoral unloveliness 
of its deeds of darkness, and the Christian life with 
its pure conscience, its active charities, its noble 
warfare, stood out by contrast as a thing of beauty 
and the Church's chief power of attraction to the 
world outside. Thus the law itself has its attractive 
side (Kokii 6 vAiaos) : the Christian campaign (<caXi)v 
crrpartlav) and the Christian soldier {koX^ (rrpari^rris) 
are honourable: the task of overseership is an 
honourable task (icoXdv Ifyyov) : the whole Christian 
body is zealous for excellent deeds, and is to be 
wealthy in them. Even as language submitting to 
the apparent restrictions of metre and rhyme 



268 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 



reaches its highest beauty in the poet's hand, so 
the Christian character, as it has answered to the 
Spirit's influence and submitted to His guidance 
along the apparent restrictions of law, has gained 
a touch of honourableness, loveliness, beauty, excel- 
lence, dignity, distinction, or whatever other word 
will reach to the full task of expressing xoXit 

ipya. 

My brothers, would it not be true to say that in 
the life of him whom we have been mourning this 
week^, that there was something of this moral 
attractiveness, and that it came to the surface just 
when you touched the Christian motives in it ? It 
was the devotion to the great missionary work of 
the Gospel which had given the dignity of a strong 
purpose to his life ; and when he retired from active 
life, his abiding interest in the old task, his laborious 
work at making the best Chinese thought known 
to us, his persistent efforts to destroy that whidi 
seemed to him the main obstacle to the spread of 
the Gospel among them, his righteous indignation 
at the harm which that traffic wrought, his hope- 
fulness till old age in the possibility of their con- 
version, his willingness to see it effected by other 
Christian bodies than his own, his affection for the 
Chinese race among whom he had laboured — ^these 

^ The Rev. James Legge, M.A., Profesior of Chineie, died 
November 29, 1897. 
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kindled his simple rugged nature into loveliness : 
then dUXojuiire rd fcaX((v. 

For still to loTe in spite of ill. 
In wintry age to fed no chill. 
With me is to be lovely still. 

We have» I think, now seen that St. Paul's treat- 
ment of the law may rightly be subsumed under 
the general principle of surrender and recovery. 
* The Law/ like all other gifts of God, may come 
to be forgotten as a gift of God ; it may be treated 
as a national right, entitling a Jew to salvation irre- 
spective of his actual faith ; it may be treated as an 
individual right, performed in a man's own strength 
and in foi^etfulness of its source, nay, in rivalry 
with that source. As such it must be surrendered, 
for man and not God has become the centre of life. 
But when once the centre has been rightly placed ; 
when the sense of personal allegiance, of willingness 
to be guided, has become our inspiring motive, then 
law comes back a fuller and richer thing — for * what 
then is the law ? * I will base my answer upon one 
of the best Latin commentators on St. Paul, for he, 
with his imperial instincts of rule^ instinctively feels 
its importance. 

' Law,' he says, ' is threefold : the first part deals 
with the mystery of the Divine Nature of God ; the 
second is one with the law of nature—and it was 
this natural law, partly reshaped by Moses, partly 
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strengthened by his authority, which restrained vice 
and gave the knowledge of sin; the third part is 
the law of positive enactments, such as of the 
Sabbath, the new moon, circumcision ^.* 

But these three forms are only three expressions 
of one and the same thing. 

Law is, primarily, the essential expression of 
God's Nature, that which makes Him what He is — 
holy, loving and beautiful. It is, secondarily, the 
reflexion of that Law in the conscience of man, 
given to make him like God — ^holy, loving and 
beautiful — by separating him from evil; and it is 
only felt as a restriction because of the evil that is 
in him. It is, thirdly, in positive enactments this 
same great principle of right and wrong brought 
home to different nations in such ways as are suited 
to their prc^ess and development Such limita- 
tions fall off as the world prc^^resses ; but they fall 
off only because the fuller application of them is 
revealed. ' It was said to them of old time . • . but 
I say unto you ' leads not to less law but to more 
law, and He who spake these words was One who 
could reveal the true purpose of the law, and could 
convey the spirit that should make obedience pos- 
sible. The Incarnation proved the fullest develop- 
ment of the ethical capacity of mankind, but only 
because it was the fullest revelation that everything, 

' Ambcoiiaster on Rom. lii. ai« 
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including the Law and the power to obey the Law, 
came from above, and it was this only to those 
who were willing to receive the Spirit as a gift. 
Therefore, one of the truest Christian prayers, as 
we approach the very shrine of our religion is — 

Domifu miserere nostri et corda nostra ad ser- 
vanda haec mandaia tnclina. 



XVI 

THE INDWELLING OF THE 

SPIRIT 

Delivkuid Sunday, October 91, 1888, bt the Rey. F. J. 
Chayassb, Corpus Christi College, Primcipal op 

Wyclifpe Hall. 

BISHOP OF LIVERPOOL 

' Enow je not that ye are the temple of God, tod that the Spixtt 
of God dwelleth in 70a ? '— i CoR. iiL 16. 

There were grave disorders amongst the Chris- 
tians at Corinth. A Church which an Apostle had 
planted, and to which God had given a wonderful 
increase, needed to be recalled in its very infancy 
to brotherly love, and purity, and whole-hearted 
loyalty to its Lord. And St. Paul, while he 
censures with a severity which is only another 
form of love^ does not fail to show how its reforma- 
tion can be accomplished. With him the sublimest 
truths of the Christian faith are means and motives 
to holiness of life. As he bids the men of Ephesus 
to be truthful because they are members one of 
another, and to be Idnd and forgiving because God 
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for Christ's sake forgave them ; as he charges the 
Galatians to support their spu-itual teachers on 
the ground that a man will reap what he sows ; so 
to these Corinthians he insists thrice over upon the 
fact that the Holy Spirit dwells in them. He 
appeals to the facHaus^ ' Know ye not that ye are 
a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
in you?' He warns the impure^ *Know ye not 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which ye have of God?' He 
reproves the disloyaly 'What agreement hath a 
temple of God with idols? for we are a temple of 
the living God.' 

This indwelling is a profound mystery, but it 
is a fact. It is the characteristic glory of the 
Christian dispensation* Our Lord, addressing His 
disciples at the Last Supper, distinguishes in a 
single sentence between the work of the Holy 
Spirit before and after Pentecost: 'He dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you.' Once the Holy 
Spirit pleaded and strove with men from without ; 
now He speaks and wrestles with His people from 
within. Once He came upon them, now He is in 
them. Once His action was like the fitful gusts of 
a mighty rushing wind ; now it is like the steady 
and increasing breath of a quiet breeze. 

And where the Spirit dwells is holy ground. 
It is the temple of God set apart for His service, 

T 
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r^[arded by Him as His peculiar possession, in 
which He del^hts to manifest His presence, from 
which He looks for special honour and recognition, 
and over which He watches with a holy jealousy. 
Of that indwelling the temple of Solomon gives 
us a prophetic glimpse: we enter its gates; we 
pass through its courts; we traverse the Holy 
Place; we penetrate behind the veil into the 
innermost sanctuary; and then, above the mercy- 
seat, from beneath the outstretched wings of the 
Cherubim, there shines a heavenly light, the symbol 
of the presence of God, the figure and the earnest 
of the Holy Spirit who was to dwell in the Church 
and in every true Christian soul, not as a passing 
visitor, but as a perpetual guest And where He 
comes, He brings with Him a new nature and 
capacities. He gives a new direction to the heart 
and will. He opens the understanding, and bestows 
a new power for holiness and for service. ' Man,* 
it has been said, *is a vessel destined to receive 
God, a vessel which must be enlarged in pro- 
portion as it is filled, and filled in proportion as it 
is enlarged.' 

It is upon this fact that St Paul insists in writ- 
ing to the Corinthian Church. Once realized and 
appreciated, it would give an irresistible motive for 
godliness, and enable them to face and to master 
the most inveterate sins. 
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I. He bids them remember the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit as an antidote to pca^ty spirit. 

The love of faction which marked the politics 
of Corinth had crept into their religion. There 
were divisions among them. Each of them said, 
' I am of Paul, and I of ApoUos, and I of Cephas, 
and I of Christ.' They frittered away in unseemly 
wranglings their time and energy. They rallied 
round their foremost men, and exalted them into 
leaders, and sheltered themselves under their names. 
They nursed a temper of bitterness and rancour 
which hindered true work for God, injured their 
inner life, and grieved the Holy Spirit. They 
strove rather to further their own views than the 
kingdom of Heaven. Therefore St. Paul asks in 
surprise, 'Know ye not that ye are a temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? 
If any man destroyeth the temple of God, him 
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are.' Their lack of charity helped 
to destroy the Church of God. It broke up its 
unity, it killed its spirituality. It provoked God 
to judge them. It was a desecration which the 
holy God could not ignore. 

The bane of the Church still is its unhappy 
divisions. Still Christian scorns Christian in pro- 
portion as the differences which divide them are 
trivial and unimportant The hearts of n^ea grow 
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sick at the spectacle of a divided and a divid- 
ing Christendom. Within our own Church the 
sounds of strife wax fiercer — ^when the fields are 
white for the harvest, and from distant lands the 
cry swells louder, ^Come over and help us'; when 
all the power we have is needed to evangelize the 
masses of our own people ; when we are living on 
the edge of a social revolution which Christianity 
alone can avert or direct, we are contending with 
unwearied vigour and pertinacity and ability about 
words, and postures, and vestments. Alas I what 
covert scorn too often lurks even beneath the civil 
word and the courteous manner! what prejudices 
and bitterness and unfairness to opponents dqprade 
our religious newspapers ! what irritating and un- 
charitable and one-sided pamphlets still pour from 
the press I what exaltation of man meets us every- 
where, and what hiding of Godi If the remem- 
brances of our great missions as a Church and 
nation fail to move us, at least let the fact that as 
a Church and as individuals the Spirit of God 
dwells in us. It is within the temple of God that 
we are striving, and God's temple is holy. It is in 
the presence of the Holy Spirit that we heap scorn 
upon our brethren, and the Holy Spirit is God. 
It is the walls of the dwelling-place of God that 
we pull down stone by stone, and if any man 
destroy the temple of God, him will God destroy. 
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The Spirit, grieved and wronged, will leave His 
sanctuary, and the Judge vnM come and take 
away our candlestick out of its place. 

My brothers of the English Church, if, before we 
make the clever but uncharitable speech, or write 
the able but contemptuous article, or commit our- 
selves to some mode of action which has much of 
the cunning of the serpent without any of the 
harmlessness of the dove, or join some society 
whose very existence depends on strife, we would 
but pause and remember that the men whom we 
attack are the temple of the Holy Spirit, that the 
ground on which we stand is consecrated, that 
the cause for which we contend is God's, would 
not the restraint of a holy fear, and the constraint 
of a divine love control our hearts and lips and 
conduct? Should we not take care to speak the 
truth, and only the truth, and to speak it in love ? 
If Moses appealed to the striving Israelites, * Sirs, 
ye are brethren,' may not we appeal to our striving 
fellow Churchmen, * Sirs, know ye not that ye are 
a temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?' 

2. St. Paul bids the Corinthians remember the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit as an antidote to 
disloyalty to God. 

There is a false as well as a true latitude. Some 
of the Christians at Corinth knew well the freedom 
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of Christ's gospel. They realized that there was 
no real difference between clean and unclean meats, 
and that flesh offered in sacrifice to idols was not 
polluted. They understood that the Jewish cere- 
monial law was typical, and since the ascension of 
the Lord, obsolete. But there was a danger lest 
these enlightened persons should grow proud of 
iheir light and their liberty, and despise every 
barrier between themselves and sin; lest they 
should press too far the maxim ^all things are 
lawful/ and should run the risk of gradually 
assimilating themselves to the spirit and fashion 
of the heathen world. Therefore St Paul abruptly 
and sternly calls them to a life of separation from 
all evil : ' Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers, 
for . . . what agreement hath a temple of God 
with idols ? for we are a temple of the living God, 
even as God said I will dwell in them and walk 
in them, and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people' It is not only against unequal 
marriages that he warns them, but against all 
possible connexion and partnership with sin. It 
is not intercourse with the heathen that he forbidSi 
but making common cause with their efforts and 
aims and mode of life. He speaks of such an 
union as desecration, defiling the purity of God's 
temple with the pollutions of idols. 
The warning is not unneeded by English Chris* 
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tians. There are forces at work in society not 
unlike those which excited the anger and grief of 
St. Paul at Corinth. Our excessive charity is apt 
to d^enerate into a wrongful indifference; our 
desire to see good everywhere into an unrighteous 
toleration. A feeble and uncertain grasp of truth 
leads too often to acquiescence without protest in 
a policy or in practices which the conscience con- 
demns. The man of wealth is sought and flattered 
though he may have made his money at the expense 
of his principles, and at the cost of the sufferings, 
even of the lives, of his wronged and underpaid 
fellow creatures, the cry of whose oppression has 
'entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.' 
The brilliant profligate is received into English 
homes, and the story of his heartless sin hushed 
up, because he is clever and entertaining. Money 
is invested in undertakings which pay a high 
dividend, though they grind down the faces of 
God's poor and defy the ordinary rules of morality. 
The indignant call of the Apostle needs to be 
repeated with a voice like thunder through our 
land, 'Come out from amoi^ them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean 
thing, and I will receive you, and will be to you a 
Father, and ye shall be to me sons and daughters.* 
My fellow Christians, when we are tempted to 
take as our bosom friend the godless, or the 
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t, or the mere man of the worid, sunply 
because they are clever, or rich, or attractive; 
when we are invited to put our hands to any work 
upon which we cannot ask the blessing of God ; or 
to join any association which may make money at 
the cost of the character, the wdl-being, or the 
lives of our fellow men, — ^let us remember that 
we are a temple of God, and that to touch the 
unclean thing is to defile that temple and to grieve 
the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, and by whom we 
are sealed unto the day c( redemption. 

3. St. Paul bids the Corinthian Christians to 
remember the indwelling of the Holy Spirit as an 
antidote to impurity. In the foul atmosphere of 
that heathen city, which sat like a queen between 
two seas, and commanded the commerce of two 
continents, and whose very name had become 
a proverb for licentiousness, the members of the 
Christian Church were exposed to fearful tempta- 
tion. The influence of their early training and 
former life, and their voluptuous environment, com- 
bined to make them an easier prey to the powers 
of hell working round them, and necessitated the 
possession of an adequate motive and a super- 
human power, if they were to keep themselves 
piu-e. And such they had : ' Know ye not/ writes 
the Apostle, 'that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
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God? and ye are not your own; for ye were 
bought with a price: glorify God, therefore^ in 
your body/ 

There are symptoms in the social life of England 
which cannot but excite the anxiety and alarm of 
every one who loves his country and is loyal to 
God. 

(i) If the higher class of our literature is at 
present free from the coarseness of earlier centuries^ 
it is too often pervaded by a subtle taint which 
poisons almost imperceptibly the imagination of 
its readers, while the silent and deadly effect of 
the publication in our newspapers of full details 
of things of which it is a shame even to speak in 
secret, has corrupted the purity of thousands of 
souls, and quickened an unwholesome curiosity 
about the foulest sins which has still to }rield its 
baneful harvest 

(a) The fashion in certain quarters of speaking 
lightly and writing flippantly upon the subject of 
marriage, and the fact that leading reviews insert 
articles which deliberately question its sanctity, 
tend to strike at the very root of morality and to 
impair that home life which has been one great 
secret of our greatness as a people, by instilling 
doubts and overthrowing barriers, and by making 
the marriage bond to rest on the caprices of map 
and not on the law of God. 



282 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

To us who believe in the Christian revelation 
marriage is not the creation of an arbitrary law, 
but a divine institution. We maintain with St. 
Paul that marriage has its roots in the eternal 
and ideal relations between the Son of Man and 
the human race, relations which are actually 
realized in the Church and figured in marriage. 
The human counterpart is indeed an imperfect 
representation of the Divine m}rstery, but it is 
still its shadow, and we believe that any successful 
effort to lower its sacredness or to facilitate divorce, 
except for the causes laid down by our Lord, must 
end in social demoralization and national ruin. 

(3) The growing luxury which has accompanied 
the accumulation of wealth brings with it its own 
Nemesis in the relaxing of our moral fibre. A life 
in which the flesh is pampered, stimulants are 
freely used, sensational amusements frequented, 
and in which pleasure-hunting and self-indulgence 
are important factors, seems to kill self-restraint, 
and to make a life of purity correspondingly 
harder. 

(4) And, lastly, while rejoicing in every honest 
attempt to encourage the higher education of 
women, and to remove all the hardships and unjust 
disabilities under which women have suffered in 
the past, and while believing that the whole world 
would be a gainer by the exercise of their special 
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gifts in ways hitherto barred, I venture to think 
that the tendency to destroy the distinction between 
the sexes, which lies deep in nature, and belongs to 
the divine idea of the human race, must help, in the 
long run, to rob a woman's life of those gentler 
graces and perfections which have been the secret 
of her highest influence, and her surest and most 
invulnerable shield. 

Now to us, exposed to the special dangers and 
temptations which a society thus influenced pre- 
sents, the fact of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
when once realized, becomes a great safeguard, and 
a mighty incentive to a pure and self-restrained 
life. 'The Christian's body is the most sacred 
place on earth.' It is bought with a price. It 
is the home of the Spirit of God. It has been 
consecrated for the undefiled service of God. To 
dishonour the body by secret or more open sin is 
a wrong and an insult to God the Holy Ghost. It 
is reserved for a high destiny. ' If the Spirit of 
Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwdleth 
in you. He that raised up Christ Jesus from the 
dead shall quicken also your mortal bodies through 
His Spirit that dwelleth in you.' By impurity we 
may forfeit our ri^ht to share in the resurrection of 
the just, and rise only to shame and everlasting 
contempt ; for we may drive from His temple the 
Holy Spirit. With what dignity is the human 
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body thus invested! * Every religion and every 
philosophy/ it has been said, ^ has tried in its own 
way to heal the breach which was felt to exist 
between the body and the soul; of old, men 
sacrificed the body to the soul, now they sacrifice 
the soul to the body, and are as far off as ever 
from having solved the problem/ But realize not 
only that our Lord Christ wears a glorified body 
upon His throne of universal empire, but also that 
His deputy, the other Comforter, who carries on 
His work on earth until He come again, dwells in 
our bodies, and makes us members of Christ, and 
the immortality of the soul is matched by the 
glorification of the body. Animated by this faith, 
we learn to train and discipline the body as well as 
the soul, and to look forward to that time when 
He shall change the body of our humiliation, and 
make it like the body of His glory; — we learn the 
great secret of personal purity. 

I cannot but remember that this morning I am 
addressing many of the younger members of the 
congregation, who, full of hope and enthusiasm, 
have just commenced thdr residence in this 
beautiful and historic city, and who, fresh from 
the world of school or of home, have plunged with 
all the ardour of youth into the wider world of 
University life. Before you, my brothers, there 
lie untold possibilities of usefulness, priceless 
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privileges, countless opportunities, which, if once 
missed or wasted, can never be yours again. It 
is not too much to say that your Oxford career 
will leave its mark upon you, for good or for evil, 
all your days. And if, as you pass out to your 
trial, you need a motive and a power to maintain 
and strengthen the spirit of love and purity, and 
unwavering loyalty to God, amidst those special 
temptations which, as some of you have found 
already, correspond to the privil^es of this place, 
I know of none greater than the realization of the 
fact that you are not your own, but the temples of 
the Holy Ghost. Believe and act upon this truth, 
and the Divine Guest who dwells within you will 
transfigure your character and ennoble your life ; 
the secret of the unseen world will lie open before 
you : you will see God. But refuse to know it, 
neglect to ask for His guidance, or to listen to 
His call, or to obey His bidding ; trifle with your 
convictions, and despise the light which God has 
given you, — and silently and imperceptibly that 
light will fade. The Spirit will cease to strive, and 
will go away. 

There is a legend told by Josephus of the last 
6,^,ys of Jerusalem, which, if untrue in fact, is 
significant as an allegory. The priests, he says, 
while ministering by night in the Holy Place of 
the Temple, heard suddenly through the darkness 
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a sad and m3rsterioiis voice, as of a great multi- 
tude, crying, * Let us depart hence.' And the holy 
ground beneath their feet shook, and the air around 
them was stirred by the beating of innumerable 
wings and the hurrying past of an invisible host: 
and within a little while the city fell, ' and the iron 
heel of the Roman soldier rang on the sacred 
pavement, and the eyes of the heathen stared into 
the most Holy Place, where the glory of God 
should have dwelt, and a torch flung by an un- 
known hand fired the holy and beautiful house 
where God had promised to put His name for 
ever/ So hate and dislo)ralty and lust drive from 
the sanctuary created for Him the Holy Spirit 
of God. 
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XVII 
THE DIVINE CALL 

Delivb&bd Sunday, February 5, 1893, by the Rev. A. F. 
WiNNiNGTON Ingram, Keble College, Head of 

THE Oxford House. 

BISHOP OF LONDON 

* And I heazd the voice of the Loid, saying. Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.'^ 
Isaiah vi. 8. 

Th£R£ are few things more moving even in the 
Bible than this vision of the young prophet before 
his life's work b^an : there is a mingled simplicity 
and majesty about it which seems to carry us quite 
away ; ' I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high 
and lifted up, and His train filled the temple. 
Above Him stood the seraphims .... and one 
cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His 
glory. And the foundations of the thresholds 
were moved at the voice of him that cried, and 
the house was filled with smoke.' 

We seem to stand with the young prophet at the 
very mouth of Heaven ; all mean and low ambitions 
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die away; there are lightnings and thunderings and 
voices; the tremendous forces which we always 
knew must be at the centre of the universe seem 
about to be revealed. 

But the most touching part is 3^ to come : so 
far, it has been only what we should expect ; if we 
had thought about the matter at all, we should 
have known that the power which can daily keep 
twenty million flaming suns circling round itself 
must be terrific ; we should have guessed that when 
we could get dear goodness disentangled from the 
evil of the world, its Author must be Holy, holy, 
holy, and make the seraphim bow down in awe, 
but, what we should neva* have dreamt is what 
comes next ; a voice comes from the centre of the 
burning light ; the Godhead has a need ; ' Whom 
shall I — the true Grod — ^send, and who will go for 
us— the Three in One ? ' — The Godhead asks for men. 

And in all probability this awful cry would ever 
remain an unintelligible mystery, if it was not for 
another cry, which comes swelling up from sick 
beds, from hospitals, from men in doubt, from men 
in trouble, from men struggling with deadly tempta- 
tions, from lads adrift, from children left upon the 
world, from girls driven by poverty to die streets, 
from heathen lands, from Africa, from India, from 
China — ^*Whom wilt thou send? and who will 
come to us ? ' 
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• God doesn't care for us ; He never answers ; we 
have cried day and night, but no one comes ; there 
can't be a God; if there was, He would send 
some one ; if there was a God, He would relieve 
this suffering, He would teach this ignorance, He 
would enlighten this darkness; there can be no 
God.' 

But has God really been neglectful ? Is this cry 
of humanity indeed to Him a tale of little meaning 
though the words are stroi^ ? Not at all I God 
has been preparing His answer; just as in the 
hidden laboratory of nature the coal has been 
slowly prepared for the world's need of warmth ; 
just as, nursed in secret stores, electricity has been 
prepared for the world's need of light and speed ; 
just as, in the slow working of history, the funda- 
mental answer to all problems was prepared in the 
Incarnation, so year after year, by quiet influences, 
by teaching, by a mother's prayers, by school 
sermons, by an education given only to a few, God 
has been slowly preparing His answer to this cry, 
and you, my brother ^ are the answer. 

Does it seem a startling thought ? Does it seem 
inconsistent to say that God has prepared you and 
yet asks for you? There is nothing inconsistent 
when we remember that with men of free will even 
God can only use them if they are willing. 

Does it seem almost blasphemous to think that 

U 
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God can be needing you at all, and impossible to 
think that the cry of Grod and man can meet in 
you ? It is not impossible when we remember that 
God seems to have limited Himself to winning man 
by man, and that, speaking generally, humanity 
accepts no message unless it speaks * in the tongue 
of the children of men.' 

I am led to speak thus this morning by three 
considerations: i. I am constantly told by our 
best men that they have no call ; they stand there 
prepared, and prepared carefully ; there is no con- 
ceit, no self-seeking aims, no unworthy motives; 
they have gifts of sympathy, strength of mind and 
strength of body ; you see the niche awaiting them ; 
you seem to see them already in the thick of the 
battle; young men are being won by them, the 
weak strengthened and the strong guided ; them- 
selves with a new joy in their hearts: but no I 
* they are not called ; no voice has spoken ; they 
cannot come.' 

Now God forbid that any one should either hurry 
or supersede the secret leadii^ of the Holy Spirit, 
but may God equally prevent us from ignoring the 
sights and sounds by which He would work upon 
the conscience. No call? Why I Heaven and earth 
are ringing with it ; deep tosses it to deep ; ' Whom 
shall I send?' echoes forth from the deep of 
Heaven ; ' Who will come to us ? ' reply the depths 
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below: there are valid reasons, true reasons why 
the response shall be in one way rather than 
another ; there are valid and true reasons why that 
call should be answered by some as laymen, by 
others as clergymen ; the one impossible reason for 
not answering at all is that there is no call. 

a. And the second * consideration is this : the 
effect upon their own character of those who have 
yielded to the call. 

God has provided in character a test we can 
apply to conduct : however pleasant, however com- 
fortable a life may be, however fitted out with all 
that at first sight seems to make the life full and 
interesting, yet if the character under it grows soft 
and flaccid, if the man becomes less and less capable 
of generous effort and strong action, it is a proof 
that the life, as it is being lived, is not according 
to the will of God. 

On the other hand, if a life draws out increasingly 
powers that long have lain dormant ; if a music 
comes from it which no one ever heard from it 
before ; if in the living of it the man comes out in 
all his hidden strength — ^then that life, we may be 
sure, is in touch with some true law, it has got into 
line with some deep fundamental principle, it is 
according to the will of God. 

And it is because the self-foigetful service of God 
for man's sake^ of man for God's sake, whether 

u % 
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lived out in a University or in East London, or in 
a country village — ^whether lived out as layman or 
as deigyman — most indubitably and without ever 
failing, works this marvellous change ; because those 
of us who have to watch it in its earlier stages see 
men change before our very eyes, that we know it 
is God's call they have heard ; we know it is God's 
law they are obeying; we know that when God 
cried, ' Whom shall I send ? ' they must have said 
in their secret hearts, ' Here am I, send me.' 

3. Thirdly: we have to consider the assertion 
that yx>u are the answer to the double cry; and 
here it is best and most modest, even at the risk of 
seeming narrow-minded, to confine oneself to that 
portion of the need of humanity which one has seen 
ask for and receive an answer. 

If you had seen a sufficient number of times a 
large body of men under the sway of an educated 
layman's voice ; if you had seen three hundred boys 
moving under the influence of a man who, when up 
here, thought that ' he couldn't manage boys,' and 
now obeying him, as the waves of the sea obey the 
quiet force of the constraining moon ; if you had 
seen lines of men in hospitals, naturally suspicious 
and often prejudiced, asking impatiently, ' When is 
Mr. So-and-So coming again?' you would have 
made a discovery; you would have discovered that 
some of the very things you thought least of In 
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your friend were the very things which helped to 
make him valuable there; that the refinement of 
manner, the ready tact prepared possibly by gene- 
rations of breeding, the education which made him 
know what to say — ^things we should have thought 
contemptible to mention here, things which are no 
credit to him at all, but merely gifts which he holds 
in trust for others — are the things which can be had 
nowhere else ; that, combined with a steady force 
of character, and real unselfishness, they are the 
cords of God, which He has been fashioning for His 
purpose for years ; that He draws men now, as He 
drew them of old, ' with the cords of a man and 
the bands of love.' 

So you stand to-day, my brother, between heaven 
and earth; like the prophet of old, before your 
life's work b^ns you dream dreams and see 
visions; many voices are calling you, the noisy 
voice of fame, the vulgar voice of animal self- 
indulgence, the refined voice of merely self-centred 
culture: the voice I would force you to listen to 
this morning is this voice from heaven with its 
awful echo, the cry of God echoed back by the cry 
of man. 

And to be quite definite, let us ask ourselves the 
question, Why should you not answer it, as the 
prophet answered it^ as an ordained minister of 
the Most High ? why should you not answer it in 
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the fullest sense in which it can be answered, * Here 
am I, send me ' ? 

(i) First : ^ Because I am in doubt' 

But has it never occurred to you that the atmo- 
sphere of a University, and the transitional character 
of many of our ideas at the time we are there, 
combine to unfit us at that time to be trustworthy 
judges of moral and religious truth. It is scarcely 
too much of a paradox to say, ^ We most of us 
were in doubt, when we were undergraduates at 
Oxford' 

Shut out, as many of us were, from the real 
problems of life, looking at things almost necessarily 
from a merely physical or intellectual standpoint, 
breathii^ unconsciously a more refined and rarer 
air than men and women who are outside the walls, 
already fighting the battle of life, what wonder if 
we were but poor judges of the sort of religion 
humanity demands; we anal)rse and criticize and 
condemn, when we have not jret the very elements 
of the question before us. 

But once launch out as laymen into the world of 
fact, and light b^ns to dawn ; a deeper knowledge 
of the mysteries of the seen prepares us to expect 
ms^steries in the unseen ; work for others, provided 
it is hard enough and real enough, stirs our stagnant 
blood ; changes in others, which can be ascribed to 
no natural cause, make miracle seem impossible no 
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longer ; the loveableness of mankind, daily brighten- 
ing, makes it more credible that God should love 
the world ; the imagination and conscience, left out 
when the verdict was given, claim now that they 
have quite as much right to have a voice in that 
verdict as the intellect itself; conscience hears in 
the Gospel story the only possible reconciliation 
between the suffering of the world and the belief 
in a good God, and sees in the Person who moves 
before its eyes the only character which at once 
satisfies its ideal, and at the same time educates it 
as to what that ideal should be. 

No 1 before, under some terrible mistake, we miss 
our vocations, before we decide that because of 
doubt we can answer neither the demand of God 
nor the cry of man, let us get into an atmosphere 
where we can hear both; all sound requires an 
atmosphere always and everywhere, and the sound 
of the Gospel is no exception to the rule. In such 
an atmosphere the call of God and man will have 
a new force ; the doubt which seemed so immense, 
so overpowering, nay, in some cases so interesting 
to ourselves, so superior, will be seen as the common- 
place, ordinary birth-pangs of a man's faith ; it Mdll 
be overpowered by the rush upon our ears of all 
the many sounds we had failed to hear before ; we 
shall find that faith is opposed, not to reason, but to 
sight, and shall be gratefully content to be blessed 
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with ' those who have not seen and yet have be- 
lieved.' 

(2) But, secondly, ' I am unfit.' 

* I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips ' : we repeat the 
answer of the prophet, and there is a sense in which 
such an answer is deeply true. 

Nothing is more impressed on one by the sight 
and knowledge of generation after generation of 
men who come up to be ordained ; nothing is more 
impressed on one by intercourse with those who 
are leaving or have just left their collie days 
behind and are embarking on the work of life, than 
the need of a thorough cleansing of the heart and 
spirit; aye, though the process be as painful as a 
live coal taken with the tongs from off the altar 
and placed upon the lips. 

They must be clean who bear the vessels of the 
Lord ; no secret, hidden sins, no worldly motives 
of personal ambition, no looking for a field for dis- 
playing real or fancied talents, no carrying over of 
boyhood's sins or college debts to be chalked over 
in a surpliced profession. 

But then that cleansing is at hand ; for whatever 
career is to be run, if it be an honourable one, that 
cleansing must be sought and found ; it is at once 
our humiliation and our glory that * God is no re- 
specter of persons ' ; we stand on no higher platform 
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than the men of Bethnal Green, but also on no 
lower ; the seraph with the burning coal will come 
to us. * The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin ' ; 
then it can cleanse ours. * Lo I this hath touched 
thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged/ — Then said I, ' Here am I, send me/ 

Or perhaps our sense of unfitness takes another 
form. ' Ah I Lord God, I cannot speak ; for I am 
a child.' 'I have not the qualifications, or the 
gifts, or the powers.' It is quite true ; and here 
again there is an unfitness which unfits. Intellectual 
indolence, spiritual apathy, hopeless unpunctuality, 
a childish sense of self-importance— all these things, 
until removed, do unfit for a work which is no-* 
thing if not done under a quietly burning sense 
of mission. 

But if it is true modesty that speaks ; if it merely 
is, as too often it is, that because we cannot be the 
fluent Aaron, we therefore are unwilling to be the 
stammering but far more effective Moses, then 
God's voice decides the question : ' Say not, I am 
a child ; for thou shalt go to all that I shall send 
thee, and whatsoever I command thee, thou shalt 
speak. Be not afraid of their faces ; for I am with 
thee to deliver thee, saith the Lord.' 

(3) Once again: your difficulties may take a 
sterner form; it was a stem message which the 
young prophet was to deliver : * Go ye, and tell this 
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people. Hear ye indeed, but understand not ; see ye 
indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of this 
people fat, and make thdr ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes.' And the message put into your mouth 
may seem at first sight equally stem ; punishment 
to speak of as well as pardon ; an Athanasian Creed 
to be repeated ; warnings of judgement, lamentation 
and woe. 

But notice Isaiah's answer ; it is an instantaneous 
one: 'Lord I how long?' he says; he has no doubt, 
not a shadow of doubt, that this gloomy message 
does not contradict his early teaching of the love 
of God ; he has no doubt at all, that even if it is 
his special duty to foretell a cloud, that cloud does 
not obliterate the blue heavens behind. And what 
right have we to isolate the sterner element in our 
message to the exclusion of the message as a whole ? 
Every great light casts a shadow, but who is so 
foolish as to think only of the shadow and nothing 
of the light ? 

Even supposing that ancient hymn, commonly 
called the Athanasian Creed, was less capable of 
explanation than it is, should we have any right to 
interpret it in such a sense as to contradict the 
central revelation with which it is connected ? 

Whether men themselves accept Christianity or 
not, they are bound to admit diat its central revela- 
tion is a revelation of love, that it speaks of a vast 
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and sustained effort of love, that if you wanted to 
sum it up in one sentence it could only be this one : 
* God so loved the world, that He gave His Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life/ 

And the more we really look into the hymn itself, 
the more its rugged outlines soften down; how 
many who abuse it have ever tried to translate it 
into Englidi for themselves? 

One would have thought that those who find it 
a difficulty would at least have done that ; and yet 
experience shows that hundreds of educated men 
are troubled to their lives' end, not, as we all are, 
by difficulties which do exist, but by difficulties 
which do not. 

•Quicumque vult salvus esse.* *For whoever 
wishes to be spiritually healthy, it is a first essential 
to hold the Catholic faith ' ; it is a proposition which 
any one who is a Christian at all would have 
no difficulty in accepting ; and is totally different 
to the popular misinterpretation, * Whoever will be 
saved.' 

When we look further to see what the CathoKc 
faith is, it is essentially a practical one, 'that 
we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in 
Unity ' ; the hymn itself is meant to be sung only 
by Christians at their own meetings, and its warn- 
ings have primarily nothing to do with the outside 
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world at all ; for a Christian to di^;race the creed 
of Christendom, and so fail to keep it whole and 
undefiled, is, we should all admit, a deadly sin so 
long as it remains unconfessed and unfoigiven ; and 
the final sentence, repeated in the very words of the 
Bible, is pronounced upon those who have done 
good or done evil. 

You will forgive me, my brothers, for thinking it 
necessary to state these simple truths; and it is 
only the experience of quiet days at theological 
collies, of talks with undergraduates, and afternoon 
discussions with working men, which forces the 
conviction that such an explanation is not beside 
the mark. There is no need to apologize for the 
Athanasian Creed; for work in India, its careful 
and well-balanced definitions are found to be the 
most valuable textbook for the Oriental mind, and 
for us the archaic nature of its language should not 
blind us to its main and much-needed lesson — the 
intimate connexion between right thought and right 
action. 

But if then none of these reasons are sufficient 
to hinder a response, may it not be that the real 
reason why we hesitate is this : either we disbelieve 
in the need, or we are too morally slothful to respond 
to it? Can we, however, really disbelieve in the 
need on man's side, when we see men struggling in 
London with parishes of from ten to fourteen 
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thousand souls ? or when we know that a thousand 
millions on this little planet have never yet heard 
that the Son of God came to it at all? 

Can we disbelieve in the call of God when we 
once realize that so completely has He left it to us 
to do the work, that if we refuse to do it it will not 
be done ? 

There is, no doubt, a kind of modesty which 
often keeps us back ; but it is no true modesty to 
ignore that each of us is a thought of God, that 
before each stands his life's duty, that God says to 
us as He said to His prophet of old, 'Before I 
formed thee in the belly, I knew thee ; and before 
thou camest forth out of the womb, I sanctified 
thee ; ' and that to some at any rate He adds, * I 
have ordained thee a prophet to the nations/ 

In some form or other we are bound to answer to 
the call; 'no man liveth to himself, and no man 
dieth to himself; whether we live therefore or die 
we are the Lord's.' And we have this great en- 
couragement, that in so responding we find the very 
life we seem to lose. 

' It is not,* as the great American preacher whom 
we have just lost said so well, ' It is not when a 
ship is fretting her side against the wharf that she 
has found her true life, but when she has cut the 
cords which bind her to the wharf, and is out upon 
the ocean with the winds over her and the waters 
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undo: her, she then knows the true joy a ship is 
made for as she plunges and ploughs across the 
sea ' ; so it is when a man has cut the cords which 
bind him to a selfish past, when he is out upon the 
ocean of work for God and man with the winds 
over him and the waters under him, he then knows 
the true joy a man is made for ; he has lost his life, 
as the world thinks, for the sake of God and man, 
but in losing it he discovers he has found it 



XVIII 
GEHAZI 

DsLiVERED Sunday, January i8, 1891, by the Rev. W. W. 
Mekey, Public O&atoe of the University. 

RECTOR OF LINCOLN COLLEGE 

' Gehazi, the servant of Eliaha, the man of God, said, Behold, my 
master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiTing at his hands 
that which he brought : bat, as the Lord liveth, I will mn after him, 
and take somewhat of him/ — a Kings t. aa 

Gehazi is one of those men whom later ages 
have accepted as a type. His very name has come 
to be representative of a particular character. As 
Job stands with us for the innocent sufferer, Jacob 
for the man of shrewd bargains, Solomon for the 
sage, and Daniel for the righteous judge, so does 
Gehazi stand for the liar. We might call him the 
Ananias of the Old Testament; and we might 
further note, that his sin, like that of Ananias^ was 
followed by a sudden and signal judgement. There 
is no doubt that Gehazi told a lie — a mean and 
vulgar lie, suited to a mean and vulgar man. He 
cannot bear to think that Naaman has been let off 
so cheaply by Elisha. He must run after the de- 
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parting chariot^ stop the captain, tell his plausible 
story, and secure his reward. This is one false- 
hood. The second (inseparable from the first) is 
his denial to his master of his interview with Naa- 
man. But do not let us make too much of this 
solitary incident. In sa)ang this I shall not be 
suspected of a desire to minimize the hatefiilness 
of lying. Fortunately the verdicts of the world and 
of God are in unison in this respect, and the title of 
' liar ' is in our ears the one unendurable imputation 
which cannot be forgiven. Religious propagandism 
or political expediency may suggest excuses for 
half-truths and whole lies ; but, as a broad rule, the 
national and the individual conscience regards the 
lie as at once criminal and cowardly. But a lie is 
not to be treated as something single and isolated ; 
it is an exposure of the character. The lie of 
Ananias was the mask of a course of hypocrisy. 
Its detection revealed the startling fact that his 
profession of Christianity was a sham^ and his 
pretended devotion a scheme to secure at once 
a good bai^ain and a religious reputation. It was 
the profound sense of the man's sacril^e in thus 
profaning holy things which forced St. Peter to say, 
^ Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.' We 
must use similar breadth in dealit^ with Gehazi's 
lie ; nor must we be content to treat it as ' the head 
and front of his oflfending,' when it was only a 
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corner of the whole, only a fragment of a large 
scheme of self-seeking. It is true that Elisha 
detected the mitruth; but it is the deep-seated 
covetousness of the man which is emphasized, 
rather than the lie. The leprosy which seized him 
was not his punishment as a liar so much as a grim 
requital for sordid selfishness. He was determined 
to get for himself something that belonged to 
Naaman. He got it, as we say, ' with a vengeance.' 
The leprosy of Naaman was to cleave to him and 
to his seed for ever. 

It is hardly possible to conceive a more striking 
scene than the meeting of Naaman with Elisha. 
The great Syrian captain is a miserable man in 
the midst of his grandeur — ^'a mighty man of 
valour, but a leper.' Strange hopes of a cure had 
been whispered by a little Jewish maid, a captive 
in Naaman's household. There was a prophet in 
Israel, she said, who had miraculous gifts of healing. 
To Elisha Naaman will go. We see him with his 
retinue of armed men, and his chariot, and his 
sumpter-mules, halting at the door of the prophet's 
humble house. But he is met by no reverential 
welcome. There is no sudden appearance of the 
prophet, with uplifted hand and voice of command, 
to arrest and remove the disease. Only a message, 
that the sufferer is to dip in Jordan and be clean. 
And this to thegreat lord of fair Damascus, whose 

X 
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clear, cold streams were better and purer than any 
river in Israel I Was the cure worth havii^ at such 
a price? Could his unrecognized dignity brook 
such scant respect? Well, we all know how his 
necessity conquered his pride, and how he came 
forth from the healing waters with his flesh smooth 
and fair, ^ like the flesh of a little child.' There was 
nothing that in his extravagant joy he was not 
ready to do for his healen His money, his costly 
treasure, all was at Elisha's service. And Gehazi 
looks on in amaze at the prophet's refusal. Why 
such ill-timed self-denial ? Why such ascetic folly ? 
such needless scruples ? ' As the Lord liveth, I will 
run after him, and take somewhat of him.' So he* 
runs after Naaman, tells him a plausible story about 
Elisha's sudden change of mind, and returns re* 
warded. It is not difl!icult to picture to ourselves 
the man after his success. We see him the delighted 
possessor of a substantial treasure stowed away in 
the house. Cannot you imagine him composing 
his features, and concealing the looks of exultation, 
that must still have twinkled in his eyes and played 
in the comers of his mouth, in spite of the pressure 
he put upon himself? He stands before his master, 
trying to look as if nothing had happened ; almost 
wholly satisfied with his triumph, if it were not for 
some uneasy mii^vings which could not entirely be 
set at rest. 
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We will leave him there for a moment. There is 
something more for us to do before we can quite 
realize the striking situation. It is not enough to 
point to Gehazi's fate as a startling piece of poetical 
justice, so called. It is not enough to speak of him 
as a foolish^ mistaken, unlucky man. He is all 
that : but he is much more. He is a great failure. 
Contrast him as he stands before you now with 
what he might have been, with what he was 
intended to be. He is one who has made ship- 
wreck of great chances and promising oppor- 
tunities. 

You will notice that the text speaks of him as 
' the servant of Elisha.' The phrase is inadequate, 
because, unless further explained, it does not 
express the intimacy and the dose intercourse of 
a confidential attendant and disciple* This was 
really the relation of Gehazi to Elisha ; he was 
more than a servant; he was looked upon as the 
successor designate of the prophet. To be the 
' servant of the man of God,' in this sense, implied 
much. What Joshua had been to Moses, what 
Elisha himself had been to Elijah, what the 
Apostles were to Jesus Christ — ^this might Gehazi 
have been to his master. It was a wonderful 
training to be in daily contact with a person of 
such saintliness, and such superhuman power ; to 
have entered into his thoughts ; to have realized his 

X % 
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earnestness, his high purpose, his divine com- 
mission. One might well wish to connect the 
Gehazi in our picture with many or most of the 
stirring scenes in Elisha's life ; but the chronolc^y 
of the various incidents is too confused to allow 
us to do this with certainty. I doubt if we can 
identify him with the servant whose eyes were 
opened at Elisha's prayer, and who saw the hosts 
of heaven marshalled in battle array to protect the 
prophet in beleaguered Dothan. But Gehazi was 
with Elisha when the blessing of motherhood was 
promised to the childless Shunammite; and he 
stood a few years later in the chamber of death, 
where that beloved son was lying, and saw him 
restored at the prophet's prayer to his mother's 
arms. Surely those years of disdpleship should 
have been full of fruitful teaching, as he realized 
more and more his master's high position, and 
noted how his counsel was eagerly sought by king 
and people. And he ought to have learned far 
more than this, as he recognized the lofty ideal 
of the prophet's life, and understood the earnest- 
ness and anxiety with which Elisha watched and 
sought to influence this critical period of his 
nation's history, now raisii^ his protest against 
the idolatry that was sapping the old religion, 
now averting the threatened invasion of the king 
of Moab, now sorrowing over the dangers in store 
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from the inveterate hatred of the Syrian neigh- 
bours. Those were not days in which a Jewish 
patriot could centre his thoughts on his own 
happiness and comfort, or a worshipper of Jehovah 
live at ease. Nobler thoughts and stemef duties 
called hhn. The rescue of the national religion, 
the security of the kingdom, were matters about 
which men ought to be thinking : not the ' laying 
of house to house, and field to field/ Therefore 
I have called Gehazi ' a great failure,' because he 
belonged to vety serious times, and never realized 
their importance ; because he had the great example 
of his master ever before his eyes, and had wholly 
missed its significance. We see in him an utter 
want of appreciation of moral proportion, a con- 
fusion between substance and shadow, a condition 
of mind in which great things dwindle or pass out 
of sight, while the whole horizon is blocked by 
petty considerations and small selfish interests. 
Gehazi would have been more at home in the court 
of Ahatx Perhaps he would even have approved 
of that frightful scheme of peijury by which Jezebel 
added Naboth's vinej^rd-plot to the king's demesne. 
This was more within his scope than to understand 
the self-control and lofty view of Elisha. 

Is such moral blindness very uncommon? It 
reminds us of Israel sporting and feasting round 
the golden calf while the thundercloud which veiled 
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the divine presence hung over the diflfs of Sinai. 
It recalls to us Judas, in daily companionship ^th 
the Lord, while his thoughts are centred on the 
money-bag, and he is planning his Master^s 
betrayal for thirty pieces of silver. Or we may 
remember the vision at Interpreter's house in the 
PUgrinis Progress^ where the besotted man, with 
bowed back and ejres bent earthward, scrapes with 
his muck-rake for such trifles as he can gather on 
the ground, heedless of the presence of the Shining^ 
One who holds the immortal crown above his head, 
and bids him look up to it and win it. So Gefaazi 
grovelled: so did his soul cleave to the dust, 
unquickened by the word of Grod or of His prophet. 
His discipleship had taught him absolutely nothing. 
Light was in the world for him, and he * loved 
darkness rather than light.' He does not seem to 
have gained an inkling of what makes life worth 
living. To him the prophet was a common man, 
and the times were common times. Elisha was 
his paymaster and nothing more. The great events 
in the midst of which he was living suggested 
nothing beyond the chance of personal gain. 

There he stands ; and the prophet's eye looks 
him through and through. * Went not mine heart 
with thee, when the man turned again from his 
chariot to meet thee ? Is it a time to receive money, 
and to receive garments, and oliveyards and vine- 
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)rards, and sheep and oxen, and men-servants and 
maid-servants ? ' Poor, miscalculating Gehazi 1 He 
slinks out of his master's presence, with the leper's 
brand upon his brow, feeling how bitterly the lesson 
had been brought home to him — that ' a man's life 
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth/ 

Gehazi's error has its faithful copyists still. 
Hidden under fair names, and dressed up with 
conventional graces, the sordid, selfish spirit works 
within us. 

' No doubt we shrink from announcing the fact in 
a coarse, uncompromising form : we do not profess 
in so many words that the world was made for our 
amusement and our advantage. But even when we 
are loath to formulate such an ugly creed, we more 
than half accept it in our hearts. Will it surprise 
you, if I say that you may see such a belief taking 
a guileless and attractive shape in the happy 
despotism of a little child ? His pretty claims are 
rigorously exacting. The whole human race has 
been invented to pet him : the whole universe, from 
the moon above his head to the daisies at his feet, 
is intended to supply him with playthings. Space 
and time do not exist for him. The past has no 
store of experience, the future has no meaning. 
Propose to defer a pleasure for him, and he is 
heart-broken: he cannot realize the value of a 
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'by-and-by/ In this light we can see how the 
spirit of childishness is the true spirit of worldliness 
— ^written, if you like to say so, in words of one 
syllable 1 But we are grown up ; and no illustration 
drawn from childhood can be more than an illustra- 
tion for us. We cannot quote it as a justification. 
Gehazi was *the servant of the man of God.' We 
are something more. We are called servants of 
God and soldiers of Christ ; and if we have grown 
up, we ought to have grown up to a sense of moral 
perspective, enabling us to appreciate the relative 
importance of things. * This,' you may say, * none 
of us deny.' Yes, but the very things which 
every one allows are often the things that are most 
studiously ignored: and so it happens that too 
many of us (perhaps, all of us more or less) misuse 
the world in that spirit of self-seeking which seems 
to reproduce the story of Gehazi again and again. 
Draw the picture in broad, coarse lines ; and you 
will see before you the rich oppressing the poor, 
and the poor imposing upon the rich ; the master 
treating his servant as a machine constructed to 
produce a certain amount of work, and the servant 
seeking to extort from the master a maximum of 
wages for a minimum of service. Draw the picture 
in gayer colours ; and you may see a bright, 
successful man — ^smiling, courteous, friendly, genial 
— whose views, notwithstanding, about men and 
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women might be reduced to this narrow and 
simple formula, that one sex is meant to minister 
to his advancement, and the other to his entertain- 
ment. The exhibition of selfishness on a vast 
and tragic scale is happily becoming less and less 
compatible with modem civilization ; if we may 
leave out of s^ht those devastating wars that have 
been too often waged (and may be waged again) 
to satisfy a ruler's ambition or a nation's covetous- 
ness. Yet we may hope- that the old idea of human 
lives, as something to be scornfully utilized or 
lightly swept away, according as each suggested 
an advantage or presented an obstacle, is buried 
for ever. The brightest sign of this generation is 
the growing sense of the importance and the rights 
of each individual. But this gospel is as yet in its 
crudest form: and the golden age of a systematic 
unselfishness is not yet within measurable distance. 
It will exist as a philosophic axiom, and be used as 
a party cry, long before it leavens our everyday 
lives. 

These words are not te be construed as the 
preaching of a stupid indifference to our advance- 
ment in the world. That would never do. A man 
who is worth anything must, naturally, be keen 
to secure his position, extend his influence, improve 
hb opportunities, and, generally, as we say, make 
his mark in the world. Neither religion nor morality, 
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neither duty to God nor duty to our neighbour, 
requires us to sit tamely by and keep aloof frooi 
competition. It would be mere fanaticism and 
folly. But let us come to the other extreme. Is 
there not also a fanatical worship of the process 
called ' getting on ' ? The phrase is dinned into our 
ears from our earliest days: but unless there be 
something added to enlarge and sanctify this narrow 
aim, all that is best and noblest in education is 
dwarfed and pinched, till it becomes, not the 
strengthening and enriching of the mind, but a 
technical training to gain distinction and to distance 
our rivals. 

I pray of you to acknowledge it as a special 
danger of academical life. Perhaps we all recognize 
the danger^ and are content to say that 'to be 
forewarned is to be forearmed.' In this case^ how- 
ever, there is so much good with the evil, and so 
much necessity laid upon us by the actual machinery 
of a University, which intensifies competition and 
crowns success, that it is difficult for the younger 
among us to realize the higher necessity of self- 
training, and difficult for the older to offer counsel 
which shall be at once conscientious and practicable. 
Happy is he who in the midst of competition never 
loses sight of the sacred duty he owes to his higher 
self, or catches the infection of the sordid spirit, 
whereby the whole of life is thrown upon lower 
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levels ! Happy is he who is not compelled to ignore 
high ideals, or to forego the eager struggle after 
a distant perfection, which supplies half the energy 
that it demands, and more than atones for failure 
by the generous glow which each noble effort 
kindles ! How dare we contrast with this spirit the 
petty questioning which inquires ' will this pay ? ' 
and which asks to be shown the particular degree 
upon the scale which points to most success and 
implies least self-sacrifice ? Yet some of you may 
smilingly say : Your warning does not touch our 
conscience : we are not feverishly ambitious ; still 
less are we avaricious and mercenary. We seek 
to live on the highest levels: we are rather the 
hierophants of all lofty learning than hot and 
bustling fighters after advancement. To which 
I would reply: All this may be quite true; but 
remember that the self-seeking of Gehazi may be 
reproduced in various types, and not least in the 
el^;ant self-indulgence which the highest culture 
can suggest and can indefinitely supply. Is there 
no such thing as exquisite selfishness, refined 
enjoyment, intellectual luxury, which can stimu- 
late the sense and entrance the mind, and yet 
leave the diviner part absolutely starved? We 
are familiar with the allegory of the Soul, and 
the Mordly pleasure-house' that was builded for 
her, furnished with every lovely shape, and glow- 
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ing with every delicate tint, wheretn she m^t 
wander^ 

SogiDg md nmnnmii^ in her feutful inwthf 

Joying to find hendf aliTe ; 
Loid over Nntnre, Loid of the visible eaflii. 

Lord of the teoKi five. 



But a ghostlike hand (you remember) wrote 
'Mene^ Mene' on her palace wall, and brought 
to her the dreadful sense of emptiness in the midst 
of abundance ; till she felt, as she stood surrounded 
by all the splendours and beauties of her selfish 
isolation, that she was ' without hope and without 
God in the world/ 

What is to be the outcome of such thoughts? 
Are they to su|^[est asceticism, or justify C)micism, 
or commend the daily tears of Heraditus? Am I 
to end by sashing, ' All that is in the world, the lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 
life is not of the Father, but is of the world : and 
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof 7' Will 
this content you ? Not if I may not add the con- 
clusion — ^ But he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever/ 

We can only take our place in the world as we 
ought by remembering that it is God's world. This 
must decide the spirit of our work, the meaning of 
our position. We will revel in its beauties ; we will 
train every sense to the best appreciation of them— > 
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if we recognize them as the creation of His hand. 
We will do our part eagerly in the world, we will 
exercise our best powers, we will develop our 
highest gifts — ^for they too are of God's bestowal. 
Only we must be prepared to stop, if ever our 
eagerness tempts us to forget that the world is 
God's world, that this life is the b^^ing of the 
life everlasting, that the men and women among 
whom we live are God's children — ^souls for whom 
Christ died. Yea, after all has been said, it is 
our redemption by Christ Jesus that has in it the 
secret of every stimulus and every check, to draw 
us onward and to hold us bacjc, if we faithfully 
remember that we are ' not our own, but bought 
with a price,' and so bound to ' glorify God in our 
body and in our spirit, which are God's.' 



XIX 
THE TRUE-HEARTED 

Delivered Sunday, October 14, 1888, by the Right Rbv. 
W. Stubbs, Christ Church, Bishop of Chester. 

(late) 

BISHOP OF OXFORD. 

' Joyiiil gladness for sach as are tme-hearted.'— Ps. xcriL 11. 

Surely there is a great deal of meaning wrapped 
up in this word, ' true-hearted' Reality, loyalty, 
courage, in all dealings with God and man: not 
one of the three here and another there ; for indeed 
they may be separated, sadly to the hurt of the 
man who loses hold of the bond that unites them ; 
a man may be real and yet selfish, loyal and yet 
cowardly, courageous and yet neither faithful nor 
sincere — ^not one of the three here and another 
there, but the three together. The union of the 
three in the Christian character seems to be the 
first and most direct of the effects of faith ; and 
indeed, faith itself, in its moral aspect, may be 
defined, or rather described, as the true-heartedness 
that unites the three characteristics I have marked : 
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faith, the substance of the things hoped for ; faith, 
that though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him ; 
faith, which is the victory that overcometh the 
world. 

You ask me what I mean by Reality. We know 
well enough what we mean by unreality, some- 
thing less wicked than hypocrisy and less excus- 
able than mere weakness : the acceptance of prin- 
ciples without testing them or the authority that 
presents them, the profession of beliefs without 
experimental maintenance of them ; enthusiasms 
caught by infection from the enthusiasm of those 
around you; mechanical observance of rites and 
usages which have no meaning to you, but which, 
because you have been trained in them, are easy 
to you, and which, when you have misgivings 
about them, you are too careless or indolent to 
cast off; the disposition to be satisfied with the 
easiest solution of hard questions; for the mere 
saving of trouble, to shirk responsibilities, whilst 
you confess to feeling them ; to join in the uphold- 
ing of institutions simply because they are institu- 
tions ; to profess general goodwill without doing 
anything to prove it; to advocate rash changes 
simply because they are changes ; the superficiality 
of a whole life that has neither interest in the lot 
of other men, nor conviction of the majesty of 
truth, nor the sense of responsibility for the work 
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which the Master, by way of privilege, sets before 
each one of His own to do. All and each of these 
things is unreality, and there is much besides. 

But we cannot define the word by the mere 
exclusion of its opposites, at least in the close and 
near interests of which I am speaking now. * I 
know thy works, that thou hast a name that 
thou livest and art dead ' : God help us, and say 
not that of us ; but judge yourselves, brethren, and 
apply true-heartedness to judgement 

Life is worth living ; from the banning to the 
end it is full of opportunities, full of interests, full 
of indications of duty ; full of growing, expanding 
experiences of the love of God and of the happi- 
ness of serving Him. We are brought up in His 
nurture and admonition ; the most mechanical 
training of home and school has so much of merit, 
that it teaches us how to gain experience; the 
earliest lessons of obedience are not of irrational 
compliance with irresistible will ; even when and 
where the controlling will is arbitrary, it justifies 
its control by a reason ; the obedient child knows 
why it is to obey, even if it does not understand 
the reason of the command. As we grow up we 
learn enough of the shame of hoUowness ; short 
experience proves the vanity of false friendships ; 
a boy or man learns fidl early the need of self- 
reliance. If you want a thing done well, you must 
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do it yourself; * if you trust before you try, you 
may repent before you die/ The very experience 
of unreality in other people teaches you to leave 
nothing to the chapter of accidents ; readiness, 
patience, circumspection, introspection^ retrospec- 
tion, and foresight ; to know what you have to do 
and to do it ; to know your own measure and act 
up to it, to live believing in truth and in God's 
moral government, shirking nothing, blinking no* 
thing, shamming nothing, pretending to nothing 
that is not your own. All this is easy to see in 
relation to external life. 

It takes but a very brief experience, a very hasty 
glance at the condition of our own hearts, to find 
that it is not so easy to see it in relation to spiritual 
life. Members of Christ, children of God, inheritors 
of the kingdom of heaven ; how real are those 
names to you, how nearly does your religious reality 
approach the rule of your worldly wisdom ? We 
have been taught this ; we believe it with that sort 
of belief that follows historical proof: we accept 
the teaching of the Church ; we accept the inspira- 
tion of Holy Scripture ; we believe in our relation 
to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, as 
laid down for us by the one and in the other ; we 
say our prayers ; we are careful to do nothing that 
is forbidden by the law of our Lord ; and now 
and then we do something by way of showing that 

Y 
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we recognize a duty of loving others and workiiig 
good. Is it to us that the word of the Lord comeSi 
' I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou 
livest and art dead ' ; and again, ^ from him that hath 
not shall be taken away even that which he hath : ' 
from him that is dead, even the name that he liveth ? 
If belief is real, how about growth in grace ? how 
about increasing more and more ? how about find- 
ing pleasure in prayer, and comfort in true labour, 
and interest in all for whom Christ died, and devout 
study of His word and work» and the careful ex- 
amination that warrants the answer of a good 
conscience towards God? 

Beloved, I know — ^no one better — ^what stands in 
the way ; I know that we are creatures of very 
varying strength, that fashions, frames and feelings^ 
have very much hold upon us, that, as in the body, 
so in the soul, we cannot keep ourselves at high 
pressure, or be unremittingly persevering, or un* 
wearied in patience, or unclouded in looking up, 
or uninterrupted in aspiration. He knows that 
too, and He does not tell us that we are dead or 
unreal because our pulse does not beat equably, 
and sometimes faintness and weariness overtake 
us. But are we content that it should be so ? are 
we content not to pray ? and, perhaps, of all the 
tests that are possible to us, the question, do I find 
prayer a pleasure, a comfort and a means of strength? 
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is the readiest. Are we content to say our prayers 
without thinking, without asking, without seeing 
our need or recc^^nizing this provision for meeting 
the need ? Is prayer the mere fulfilment of a duty 
that we should be uncomfortable if we omitted ? 
It should be an habitual laying of the heart before 
God, showing Him that we know our wants, that 
we trust His wisdom for the treatment of them, 
that we realize our weakness, our falseness, our 
cowardice and our shame, but even more vividly 
and vitally realize His all-sympathy, all-forgiveness, 
His almighty love and power to succour us. 

But I pass on. In the reality of religious true- 
heartedness, in this its first aspect, there is a single 
mind and honest openness, veracity to one's self 
and to God, which is indispensable to the very 
first idea of either righteousness or repentance; 
love without dissimulation, obedience without 
selfish consideration, faith without wavering. 

And second : lo)ralty is an element in the true 
heart ; faithfulness to the cause or person, realized 
by the single mind : the devotion of affection, the 
identification of one's self with the cause. I said 
that this is separable from the other, in idea ; it is so 
in fact also : a man will be loyal to a cause which 
he has not proved, zealous for an institution which 
he neither understands nor cares for in any other 
sense than that it is somehow connected with the 

Y z 
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line that he has chosen for himself. And such 
loj^ty is but a glorified form of self-will ; and 
where self-will has opened the way, how does it 
cover and disguise all sorts of still inferior motives 
— self-interest and aggrandizement, party spirit 
and jealousy, misrepresentation justified by anti- 
pathy which denies the sincerity and honesty of 
opponents, persecution, all the poison of contro- 
versy, all the self-righteousness of vulgar ambition ? 
Here again it is not enough to say that true 
loyalty can be defined by the exclusion of the 
false. It sacrifices and effaces self, or merges it in 
devotion : ' Behold the handmaid of the Lord, be 
it unto me according to Thy word.* But more : 
the self is effaced not for the sake of effacement, 
but that the devotion may be entirely practical. 
The hermit of the Thebaid, the votary of Nirvana, 
effaces himself, and does no more ; he is loyal to 
an idea that contents itself with absorption : the 
loyal Christian, in the reality of his affection, girds 
up his loins with faithfulness to do his Lord's will ; 
to minister to his Lord's people; as a true and 
living member of His body, to diffuse through 
every joint the life supplied from the head, that 
the whole may make increase of itself in love. 
Loyalty has its sacrifices ; and although the sacri- 
fice may be a delight because of the love, or 
because of the call, or because of the opportunity, 
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it does not follow that it does not feel it. ' Lo, we 
have left all and followed Thee, what shall we have 
therefore ? ' The Saviour, who knew the weakness 
of the heart that asked, recc^nized the truth of 
the profession in the answer which He vouchsafed ; 
for no such promise as He proclaimed would have 
had a value but to those who had given themselves 
to Him. And it may be even so, in a small way^ 
with us ourselves : we may have to take a hidden 
purpose, an unintelligible arbitrary direction from 
the hand that guides us, an indication the object 
of which we cannot at all understand until we have 
followed itj for most of the gpreat choices of our 
life. And there is no halting, no turning back: 
the hand put to the plough cannot be withdrawn, 
the sword half drawn cannot be returned to the 
scabbard. The course of this world, and the ways 
and voices of men, compel the soldier and servant 
of the Lord to be what he declares himself, or to 
have his portion with the hypocrites : ' Thou hast 
a little strength, and hast kept My word, and hast 
not denied My name. Because thou hast kept the 
word of My patience, I also will keep thee from 
the hour of temptation ; hold fast that thou hast 
that no man take thy crown.' Hold fast: the 
faithfulness of the true-hearted and the joyful 
gladness shall come, shall make itself felt in the 
coming; the offering of a free heart shall be 
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known to be accepted : * I will run in the path of 
Thy commandments when Thou hast set my heart 
at liberty ' : for service as well as for devotion, for 
the devotion realizes itself in the service. Does 
this loyzity argue in a circle? I love my Lofd, 
because I have chosen Him ; I have chosen Him 
because I love Him : thy sins are forgiven because 
thou lovest much ; thou lovest much because thou 
hast had much forgiven. It is not a play upon 
words or a logical paradox. ^ Ye have not chosen 
Me, but I have chosen you ' ; ' because he hath set 
his love upon Me, therefore will I deliver him.' 
Nay, as soon as they hear of Him they obey Him ; 
it is the strange children that dissemble. Lord^ 
increase our faithfulness ; the prayer for foi^ve^ 
ness is the seal of acceptance. Lord, increase our 
faith ! Lord, teach us to pray 1 

But true-heartedness has one feature more: it 
has the courage of its convictions, the courage not 
of pertinacious, desperate determination, but of 
convictions based on reality and developed m 
\ay^ faithfulness. This courage is a courage of 
patience and of struggle, of attack as well as of 
defence ; it is one that realizes danger and realizes 
duty ; that watches in no morbid, senntive appre- 
hension, but in manly facing of the occasions, be 
they of difficulty, doubt, temptation or over-assur- 
ance of safety. True courage does not dose the 
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eye to the enemies on which it rushes ; it does not 
go down to the battle without essa}dng its armour ; 
it does not go to war without counting the cost ; 
it does not n^lect the armour, or forget the cost, 
or neglect the choice of position, or leave a single 
post unguarded, or a single duty undone, either 
because it knows that the battle is inevitable, or 
because it knows that the victory is assured. The 
soldier of Christ knows that he must fight as if the 
whole issue of the struggle depended upon him: 
the servant must work as if the whole responsibility 
of the household lay upon him. The true-hearted 
will face even this condition. 

Then there is the patience I How long is all 
this to last ? I look for the Lord ; my soul doth 
wait for Him, more than they that wait for the 
morning. Is the coun^e of the true-hearted proof 
against the weariness of exhaustion, the sickening 
of the hope deferred, the excitement and reaction 
from abortive efforts, the disappointments from 
those we have loved, and the failure of the ends 
that we have worked for, believing them to be 
our Master's purpose ? ' My strength is sufficient 
for thee.' Is that a royal remedy for all such 
faindngs ? And the long waiting for rest and for 
the measure of a quiet mind, such as is within the 
essential terms of His promise I 

And then, once more^ is there not the sense that 
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in every act of maintenance of the Lord's cauae 
our own conduct must be such as to do no discredit 
to it ? the Cross of Christy the service, the name of 
Christian, the Church of the living God, must suffer 
no disparagement by our incompetent champion* 
ship, our slovenly or careless or disingenuous or 
unworthy demeanoun The soldier of Christ cannot 
fight with the world's weapons, the advocate of 
Christ cannot argue with the finesse or the virulence 
or the captiousness of the adversary. It is no 
small exercise of moral courage in which the true- 
hearted refuses to meet sneer with sneer, or sharp 
saying with cutting retort ; or where he is lashed 
into impatience by the persistent utterance of 
half truths, or by misrepresentations intended to 
confuse, or by accusations so wild and wanton that 
he cannot see which is to be first met vrithout risk- 
ing the imputation that by defending one point he 
surrenders the rest Beloved, the true-hearted who 
can face all this has the very truest courage, the 
ghostly strength with which the Lord has anointed 
those that, with their eyes open and heart set, 
have taken up their cross to follow Him. It is not so 
with us all 1 It should be, by the very condition of 
our sonship. His grace shall work even this in us. 
Two thoughts arise in conclusion: first, how 
does all this apply? The cause of Christ, the 
cause of our salvation, is not a mere abstraction ; 
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our soldiership involves a real struggle, our advo- 
cacy real argument, our service real labour. The 
Church of the living God is to us presented in the 
flesh and blood of those with whom and for whom 
we are called on to fulfil our duty as members 
of the body of Christ What we would do for 
Him we have to do for them, in the way of 
defence, of counsel, of relief, of rescue, and of 
ready help. We face our responsibilities ; we are 
faithful to the call how and whenever it comes ; 
we would put on the whole armour of God : do 
we ? We may not weigh one another's sincerity, 
as we would not have others try to weigh ours 
in the balance of the sanctuary, but we are con- 
tent to be judged of Him who bore our sins and 
carried our sorrows, who knows our temptations 
and makes the way to escape. The sphere of our 
true-heartedness lies for its experience and for 
judgement, not in our studies, or in our thoughts 
of quiet hours, or in our moments of prayer, or 
in our service in church, or in all these together ; 
but in the stru^le that comes to us every moment 
against our own indolence and half-heartedness 
and self-love and desire of the good word of men, 
and in the ready contentedness of the mind that 
thinks it never fails because it never tries. Beloved, 
as men, as Englishmen, as Churchmen, our true- 
heartedness is being tried every day. 
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And then, secondly, how about the joyful glad- 
ness ? Is it the answer of a good conscience to- 
wards God — I have done what I can, surely 
He must see to the doing of the rest ? Scarcely 
that, I think ; although He does sometimes give 
His beloved such sleep, even with the knowledge 
that they shall be satisfied when they wake up 
after His likeness. But for it to come day by 
day ; for the weary man to be able to say, when 
he lies down to sleep, that there are no arrears 
to be made up, no post unguarded^ no part ol 
the day's work left for to-morrow ; to be able to 
say, ' I sleep, but my heart waketh ; if He come 
at the second watch or at the third watch, I am 
ready ' : joyful gladness it would be indeed ; but 
it can scarcely be. Can it be an3^thing else than 
that loving meeting of our faith with a certain 
conviction and manifestation of His faithfulness, 
the strengthening and refreshing of the light of 
His countenance vouchsafed to those who, m 
answer to His ' Seek ye my face,' reply with life 
and courage and true heart, ' Thy face, Lord, will 
I seek ' ? The joyful gladness to the true-hearted 
comes in the experience of the loving-kindness of 
the Lord, the increase of faith, the clearness of 
hope, the fuller realizing of that kindness which by 
the name of charity He sets before each of us, and 
begins to work in each of us, the instalment of the 
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glory that shall be. Will He not increase it more 
and more ? Trust ye in the Lord for ever 1 Try 
your arms in His service ; work, and the rest will 
come ; bear His burden and you will find in the 
sense that it is His burden, in the sense that your 
cross is His cross, strength to bear it well, and joy 
in the very endurance, as well as in the assurance 
of refreshment, the certainty of victory, the pro- * 
found and all glorifying realization of His love 
perfected in you. So may it be ! With my whole 
heart have I sought Thee ; O let me not go wrong 
out of Thy commandments t 
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PRIDE » 

Dblivsrkd Sunday, Novbmbsr 35, 1894, by the 
Vbry Rbv. £. C. WiCKHAM, New Coluob. 

DEAN OF LINCOLN 

'We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge pnffetii vp, 
bnt cfaaiitj edifieth.'— i Cor. viiL i. 

We could hardly have a better illustration of the 
thought at the bottom of these words than in the 
history of the conception and treatment of pride in 
the pagan world and in the Bible. In the great 
cantos in which Dante traces the purification of the 
human spirit from its * first plague-spot/ he figures 
the pilgrims as seeing on the pathway beneath their 
feet sculptured scenes of fallen pride K These are 
taken alternately from profane and sacred story. 
By the side of the apostate angel and the builders 
of Babel, of the wayward kings and the proud 
heathen oppressors of Israel, are the images in 
which Greek legend had loved to set its mark on 

^ Sermon founded in 1684 hj the will of William Master. 
* PmrgaioriOf canto zii. 
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the follies and crimes of human pride — pride in its 
most varied forms ; the pride of brute strength and 
of the cunning hand ; of pitiless revenge and of 
feminine vanity; of a nation's arrogant wrong- 
doing, and of a mother's over-fond heart. His aim 
in the first instance is not to limit or distinguish, 
but to make us feel the community of mankind in 
this matter, the odiousness of the attitude of pride 
in the eyes of men of every age, the universality of 
the temptation^ following everywhere as its shadow 
any advantage or pre-eminence, great or trivial, 
which one man has gained, or seems to have gained^ 
above his fellows. So he had previously ^ set before 
us the high grace of a humble mind under the 
figure of three scenes which he saw carved, in living 
likeness, as high ideals, on the shining marble cliff 
above him. The first was the ecce ancilla Domini, 
the supreme human instance of the exaltation of 
the humble and of the humility of the highly 
exalted ; but of the two scenes allowed to stand 
by her side, if one was of her royal ancestor, King 
David, making himself ' less than a king and more 
than a king ' in his desire to do honour to the King 
of kings, the other was of the heathen Roman 
emperor staying his triumph to hear the cause of 
a poor widow. The poet would make us feel the 
regal grace of humility — ^not beyond the reach of 

^ PurgatoriOf canto z. 
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any soul even without the light of revelati<Mi, yet 
so rare and priceless that it sufficed, so the story 
ran, to carry the soul in which it was found from 
the limbo of pagans to the Christian Paradise. 

To some aspects of pride the mind of the Greek 
was even especially sensitive. He saw it, written 
out lai^e, in the character of eastern despots. He 
saw it as the mother of tjnranny, of insolence and 
wanton wrong, in his own city-life. He was struck 
by its want of balance, its power to besot and blind 
the souL He loved to trace in l^end and in 
history the nemesis that Ao^ed it. He saw It 
as a disr^ard of the limits, unseen but impassable, 
which are set to humanity. He understood that it 
need not be expressed in outward act, that it was 
the lifting up of the soul that was its essence. The 
contrast between the attitude of pride and of sut>- 
mission, in the presence of the great forces which 
rule our life, was never more movingly drawn than 
in the companion pictures^ which Sophocles sets 
before his two great related dramas — of the king, 
on whose head heaven's fiercest bolts are ready to 
fall, standing amid his kneeling subjects, posing as 
their earthly providence, saying he sees, yet in 
utter blindness of soul ; and of the same king, when 
light at eventide and a glory as of another world 
is about to crown his end, his soul seeing in the 

^ Soph. Oe(L H,, 1-13; Osd. Col. 1-X3. 
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darkness of his bodily eyes, humbled and patient, 
' asking little, and content to receive less than that 
little/ So again with several special forms and 
occasions of the vice. Professional pride, for in- 
stance, the pride of a class which thinks it has the 
key of knowledge, the pride which closes the heart 
against the truth, and resents all the processes that 
lead to it, is nowhere pictured more vividly than in 
the pages of Plato. 

The inadequacy which we all feel in the Greek 
treatment of pride on the whole was not due to any 
lack of the sense that for a man to 'think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think * was an 
offence to human feeling and to the order of nature. 
It was due rather to an imperfect standard, to their 
inadequate measure for determining what he ' ought 
to think,' to their too narrow view of the scope and 
meaning of human life. And so the tendency of 
their moral ideals and discipline was on the whole 
away from, not towards, any deeper sense of its 
significance. Their teachers trampled on pride, 
according to the old taunt which shows a glimmer 
of the truth, ' with greater pride.' They sought to 
close rather than open the avenues of fellow-feeling, 
of awe, of aspiration— to shut a man up in himself 
as the one sphere where he would find all he needed 
— ^to foster to the utmost the sense of personal 
dignity. We are nearer to Christian conceptions, 
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as, for instance, of the effect of a sense of shame in 
softening and humbling the soul, in Homer than in 
the moralists. 

The pictures of pride in the Old Testament are 
in the first instance of the same type as those in 
Greek literature — ^the pride bred of prosperity, of 
' fulness of bread,' the pride that ' goes before a fall,' 
that tramples on man or defies the judgement of 
God, the pride of Pharaoh or Sennacherib or Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and their petty imitators on the thrones 
of Israel or Judah. But there are never wanting, 
among those in whom the true heart of their religion 
shows itself, deeper and more spiritual views of the 
sin. There is one marked difference. The poverty 
of the pagan view of pride is stamped in the fact 
that there is no word in Greek or Latin to express 
humbleness of character as a positive quality and 
as one to be praised. In Israel there never lacked 
living embodiments, recognized and commemor- 
ated, of the grace of humility ; and the word and 
conception themselves colour increasingly the writ- 
ings of Psalmists and Prophets, especially as the 
sobering lessons of exile sank into the heart of the 
people. 'Behold, I dwell in the high and lofty 
place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit.' ' He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the streets. A 
bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax 
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shall he not quench.' 'Lord, my heart is not 
hai^hty, nor my eyes lofty, neither do I exercise 
myself in great matters, or on things too wonderful 
for me. Surely I have stilled and quieted my soul, 
like a weaned child with his mother.' It is the 
humility of submission, but of a loving submission, 
learnt of love, to a parent, not the hard acceptance 
(in which there is as much pride as humility) of the 
impersonal facts of life. And there is another 
note: the sense of sin comes to deepen and fix 
the humility; the soul is abashed before God's 
holiness, measures itself, not by itself or by others, 
but by His will and His character, and is ' contrite ' 
before Him. Pharisaism, odious as it is as an ex- 
hibition of religious pride, more odious than any- 
thing of the kind in the pagan world, if it was the 
development of one side of the national character, 
was not the expression of its better self. It was 
not, as was the Stoic's ^philosophic pride \' the 
natural outcome of the best teaching and moral 
effort of the people. Within earshot of a Pharisee, 
thanking God he was not as other men, would be 
the * God be merciful ' of the publican, a witness of 
the many unlooked-for hearts in which were spring- 
ing the tender plants of humility and penitence. 

The New Testament takes up and deepens the 
teaching of the Old. It deepens it first and chiefly 

^ Milton, P. R^ It. 300. 
Z 
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by the presentment of humility in its central figure, 
the pattern, the master of men : ^ Take My yoke 
upon 3rou and learn of Me, for I am meek and 
lowly of heart' His gentle methods, His humble 
life, His preference for the company of the simple 
and the outcast, His patience under wrong, the 
ideals that He set before men, the dignities of His 
kingdom, the poor in spirit, the meek, those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness — ^for a perfec- 
tion never to be attained in this life, and therefore 
that can never minister to self-complacency — ^these 
were what all who came near to Him saw. And 
then, as time went on, and they learned more, the 
other side was revealed to them — the ineffable, 
the infinite condescension, of which they had been 
the witnesses — ^the revelation of His character, who, 
' being in the form of God, counted it not a prize to 
be on an equality with God, but emptied Himself, 
taking the form of a servant, being made in the 
likeness of men : and being found in fashion as 
a man, He humbled Himself, becoming obedient, 
even unto death, yea, the death of the Cross.' The 
infiniU amdescension^ and the ground of it, the new 
ideal of life so offered, and offered from such hands 
— ^the end of life, the end of all gifts, glories, powers, 
even to the Supreme, not to please self, not to exalt 
self, but to serve, to help, to pour out all on others, 
to give love its utmost scope and fulfilment And 
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in yet one more way the Christian Revelation has 
made pride less possible. It has added to all life 
that infinite background which levels earthly dis- 
tinctions, and makes the greatest and wisest as 
children still in the presence of mj^steries of wonder 
and of grace. The infinite background — ^for by 
this we mean something much more than any 
distinction, such as the Stoic drew, between things 
external and things of the soul itself which sufficed 
for its happiness. That distinction was one which, 
to the few who could appreciate and act upon it, 
ministered not to humility, but to a subtler and 
more invincible pride. We mean something more 
than the presence of vast forces, boundless spaces, 
which dwarf to nothing all human power and great- 
ness. The mere consciousness of littleness does not 
exclude the sense of differences ; it may even, as it 
has done, harden it into the resolve to make the 
most of them, to enjoy and spare not — brevis kic 
estfructus homuUis ^. The Christian idea is of man 
living himself, and consciously livii^, in two worlds. 
He belongs himself to the infinite, and every judge- 
ment, every comparison, every ideail of his narrower 
life must be coloured by that consciousness. There 
still remain the differences of men*— differences of 
fortune, of capacity, of character. But evers^thing 
that can be reckoned for self-complacency is nece»- 

' Lacietiiis, ilL 914. 
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saiily of the limited sphere: the considerations 
which make for humility belong to the infinite cme 
— the idea of perfection, the sense of infinite obliga- 
tion, of infinite Forgiving Love enfolding all alike. 
Dante ^ expresses this to us when he depicts the 
souls that are purif3nng themselves from pride as 
bearing willingly the burden that bows their heads, 
and chanting as they go the prayer of childhood, of 
the eternal childhood of redeemed humanity — ^the 
prayer which sets all side by side in simple depend- 
ence on a common Father, yielding lovingly to His 
will, asking His bounty. His forgiveness, His pro- 
tection. 

In what I have been sa}dng, as all present know, 
I have been speaking on a set subject, and from 
one of a few prescribed texts. There is something 
pathetic in the thought of an old man, long familiar 
with academical life through a stormy time, here as 
elsewhere, of religious and political chaise and 
controversy, leaving as his lq[acy to the place he 
loved the provision for these sermons on pride and 
humility. There is something pathetic in the 
thought of the many generations, so different and 
yet so like, which have listened to them, of the 
various ways in which in one time and another the 
subject may have seemed to some to come home 
to them. There are ways in which it might seem 

* Purgatorio^ ctnto xi. x foU. 
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less needful to denounce pride here than in most 
congregations. It is a gathering in considerable 
degree of the young \ and youth should mean 
simplicity, an open heart and mind, a readiness 
to trust, and admire, and learn. It is a gathering 
of students^ students in many lines, and this should 
carry with it several things. 

Some of the chief grounds and occasions of pride 
are removed in our happy brotherhood, where 
accidents of birth and wealth, which in the world 
outside divide men so sharply, are lost to sight in 
the equality of a common interest and life ; where 
more than in most societies a man is taken for 
what he is in heart and mind 

It is a life again in which if 'knowledge puffs up' 
3ret there is more than in most places to keep the 
spirit from that danger. We have the sense of 
companionship, of being united in a society all en- 
gaged in the same pursuit. We have the sense 
pressed upon us at every turn of the width and 
variety of the field of study. The more closely we 
come into contact with any subject of learning the 
more keenly we feel how little we can be said really 
to know — ^the multitude of open questions and un- 
solved difficulties that are always left behind us. 
We have the sense of inheritance — ^the sense of the 
' houses filled with good things which we filled not, 
the wells digged which we digged not'— of the 
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long generations of workers into whose labours 
have entered, who have made our tasks so nracli 
easier ; we feel how little one learner or one genera- 
tion of learners really add of their own store to the 
sum of knowledge. There is something (as Dante^ 
again has reminded us) to bruise any possitrie 
' vainglory of human powers/ in the thought of the 
evanescence of reputation, even where life is as 
continuous as it is here. Every library preadies it 
in its unopened books. The lifetime of a stngle 
generation is long enough to perceive how quick 
the movement is — the succession of favoured 
studies and dominant schools, the abandoned 
methods and superseded text-books, the chaises 
of taste and fashion and modes of thought. And 
then there is, above all, the most sobering and 
humanizing element of our life here in the happy 
mixture of young and old, learners and teachers^ 
so close to one another, passing from one category 
to the other by such imperceptible degrees, never 
wholly separated the one from the other. Study 
becomes a fresh bond of human relationship, a 
fresh ground of unselfish interest in the lives of 
others. 

And yet, when we have said all this, there must 
come back to us some aspects of our life in which 
it does not seem so unnecessary to warn us against 

^ PurgutoKM, canto zl 90. 
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this first and subtlest and most ineradicable of 
human failings and unhappinesses. 

Is youth itself no temptation ? superbia vitae^ the 
inevitable self-satisfaction of an abundant outward 
life, the prime of powers, strength that never tires, 
nerves that never ache, spirits that never flag. It 
has not in its physical conditions that monitor, 
which years bring to us, to whisper constantly 
' Life is short, life is frail/ It has not in its own 
personal experience, as it will have, pressing on 
eyes and ears, the sense of human suffering, of the 
inevitable and of the avoidable pains of the living 
souls all round it. Only remember that all this 
reproduces to you something of the very conditions 
which seemed even to a pagan to be the precursors 
and causes of those acts of insolence and heartless- 
ness which were without remedy and without for- 
griveness. Beware lest the fulness of young life 
ever lift up 3rour spirit or harden your heart. 
Beware not only — God in His mercy grant that 
you may beware of that— of ever seeking your own 
personal pleasure in a path which is strewn with 
the broken hearts and ruined lives of others less 
happy than yourselves ; but beware also of letting 
the eager, happy^ lawful interests here, the zest of 
}roung companionship, of opening hopes, of per- 
petual activity, tempt you to forget the interests, 
the claims, the feelings of others-*especially the 
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pleasure that 3^u can give, the pain that 3^0 
can give, to those to whom you owe eveiyihiiig, 
the ties of home duty not less imperative because 
the home is quiet or even dull. 

As with the outward life, so with the inward. 
When the powers of mind are developing, the 
sense oi growth excludes the immediate sense of 
limit There seems no necessary bound to ixdiat 
can be hoped for and effected. No tasks daunt. 
Distrust of taste or judgement or power of reason* 
ing has not yet been learnt by painful experience. 
It is nature's kindly provision, to stimulate effort, 
to secure freedom and courage and initiative. But, 
again, it ministers to pride, and pride blinds the 
soul to its own weakness. It seems hard to say to 
youth ' be less bold, less ready to trust your own 
generous instincts, to follow your own convictions*' 
They are the hope of the future. And yet who 
will not pray that room may be left even here for 
modesty, for reverence, for some wholesome self- 
distrust? 

We deal in these dzys with great questions — not 
abstract or literary questions, but such as touch the 
life of nations, the destiny of man, our own hope 
and being. It is a sign of our time full of promise, 
that social questions, as they are called, the politics 
of the future, the questions on the wise and just 
solution of which depend the happiness of millions 
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and the stability of civilization, should be earnestly 
discussed here, discussed by young and generous 
spirits, and in the sobering atmosphere of historical 
and philosophical study. But those who discuss 
must remember what they are doing, must re- 
member the seriousness of the questions, the 
untold mischief which mistakes may cause, hasty 
solutions on the one side or the other, the deepening 
of prejudices, the inflaming of passion, the raising 
of hopes that cannot be fulfilled — must remember 
also the drawbacks and limitations with which they 
come to the discussion, without experience of the 
difficulties of practical life^ the temptation to think 
that they can solve everjrthing, to look down upon 
statesmen and men of the world with what seem 
their compromises and tentative methods. 

Above all, this is true of religious questions. 
The danger is greater there. Life corrects political 
errorsi and the world does not listen to us too 
readily on its own business ; but religion is the key 
to our own lives, our saf^uard, the comfort of days 
to come. How tenderly should we handle it 1 how 
reverently! How much afraid should we be of 
unsettling others ! how distrustful of our own hasty 
conclusions when they go counter to the beliefs by 
which the civilized world has lived, which have 
been the spring of all that has been best and most 
beautiful in life in all these centuries I 
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'Old things need not be tberefore trae.* 
O brother men, nor yet the new. 
Ah t stUl awhile the old thought rettin, 
And yet consider it again* 

The souls of now two thousand yean 
Have laid ap here their hopes and fears, 
And all the earnings of their pain,-^ 
Ah 1 yet consider it again I ^ 

The founder of this sermon cannot but have had 
in view the dangers of the yo\XDg, No one with 
a heart in him could stand here, or wish * though 
dead to speak ' from this place, without a desire to 
do that ; but he must also have thought generally 
of the temptations of a life in which, from its cir- 
cumstances, the intellect comes to loom more 
largely than it is entitled to do in comparison with 
other parts of our composite nature. It is the part 
of us to which appeal is made more constantly 
here than in other lives. We study questions in 
the abstract ; criticism is our business, a perpetual 
juci^ng of views and statements, of books and 
persons. All this is necessary, but none of us has 
lived here long without feeling, as he watched him* 
self, that this habit of perpetually appraiang on 
purely intellectual grounds the work and utterances 
and capacities of others is not without its dangers. 
It is apt to make us lose the full sight of other 
sides of life and standards of value ; it has some 
tendency to harden and to isolate. But the special 

^ Cioogh. 
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mischief wrought by intellectual pride which would 
strike particularly one who had lived through the 
first half of the seventeenth century was, no doubt, 
its effect in causing and embittering the religious 
and political differences of the time. He would 
have adopted Hooker's words : ' What harm soever 
there groweth by strife among men combined in 
the fellowship of greater societies, by tyranny of 
potentates, ambition of nobles, rebellion of subjects 
in civil states, by heresies, schisms, and divisions in 
the Church, naming pride we name the mother that 
brou^t them forth, and the only nurse that feedeth 
them. Give me the hearts of all men humbled, 
and what is there that can disturb the peace of the 
world?' 

Our controversies are not as acute as theirs, but 
difference is the necessary price of thought and 
progress. None the less, Hooker's words may well, 
in their spirit, dwell with us. 

One of the worst features of religious contro- 
versies — is it unknown here? — is the tendency in 
the extreme people on each side to combine in 
undervaluii^ and making difficult the position of 
those who stand between two camps. He who 
does this consciously must have a singular trust in 
his own judgement It is a chief way in which 
differences are widened, and the hope of truth as 
well as peace deferred. It is said sometimes that 
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when it comes to question of action ' there can be 
but two lobbies ' ; but the aim in such a place as 
this should be to separate to the utmost those rare 
occasions when speculative differences affect im- 
portant action from our general attitude towards 
grades of opinion on religious subjects which are, 
and ought to be, not two but many. There could 
be no more grievous harm to the cause of religion 
than that in a place of thought, where all opinions 
are keenly questioned, religious truth should be 
presented in only one phase ; but if so, we should 
look on those who put the truths on which we 
would live in rather difTerent lights and propor- 
tions to ourselves as our best friends. 

We have all been reading lately the lives of two 
great Oxford men^ very different from one another 
in their gifts and attitude of mind— the leaders at 
one time, as they would have been reckoned, of 
two opposite parties in this place. Few of any 
party or any prepossessions have risen from either 
book without a larger and more kindly feeling 
towards its subject — a better understanding of his 
position, and of the reverence and love which he 
commanded from those who knew him best Few 
will rise, I venture to think, without a sense that 
the two books help and complete each other. They 
do so in respect of the controversy, now so far past 

^ Pniey and Stftnley. 
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that we can calmly look back upon it, in which the 
earlier years of both were involved. We see the 
story in the two books from different standpoints, 
but the picture is one. No one side was wholly to 
blame. But how cruel and unjust, though it did 
not seem so at the time^ how void of profitable 
result, the methods of that controversy would now 
seem to us ! And they do so by the comparison 
of the two men. We see the same sensitively pure 
nature, the same warm and tender affections, the 
same undaunted courage, the same chivalrous 
ardour in defending, even at the risk of personal 
misconstruction, those who seemed to be wronged, 
the same deep simple instinctive piety^ working 
under different influences, in different tempera- 
ments, and in different circumstances, in conflict 
oflen on practical questionsi and on opposite sides 
in deep and vital differences. Yet who can fail to 
see that they were much nearer to one another 
than they seemed? There are stories in both 
volumes which, if they were told without name, 
would be probably assigned to the wrong subject. 
Who can think of them as havii^ fought really, if 
the mists were to clear and we could see the true 
combat, on different sides ? 

This is what we feel of controversies when they 
are past, and of lives when they are over. It does 
not mean that controversy is not necessary, or 
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that one opinion is as true as another. But it 
means that the methods of controversy should 
never be anything but what is gentle, kindly^ 
Christian. It means that good men are generally 
nearer to one another than they seem. There are 
many shades of opinion between the one and the 
other of those two. Do not let us draw the line 
too narrowly or too hardly. Do not let us be too 
quick to detect a want of logic or of courage in 
those who do not go all the way with us. There 
are in religious differences, as in all differences, 
plenty of persons whom the strongly convinced 
will, in their arrogant self-confidence, call timid and 
half-hearted, * moderates ' and * trimmers.' But not 
only is there a place for them, not only may th^ 
be helping others to a resting-place who otherwise 
would drift without mooring — ^by-and-by when the 
truth is made clear, while it is vity imprcbable that 
it will be just what either extreme has pictured it» 
it is probable^ not that it will harmonize exactly, 
any the more, with this or that particular com- 
promise, but that it will prove to be somethii^ 
more nearly like some of the reconciling and me- 
diating views than like either of the more thoroi^^- 
going and logical extremes. 
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XXI 
SPIRITUAL KINSHIP IN CHRIST 

DiLivsRXD Sunday, January ai, iSS$, by thx Rev. J. 

PSRCIVAL, PrBSIDBNT OP TjLINITY. 

BISHOP OF HEREFORD 

* Am I my brother's keeper ? '— Gbn. iv. 9. 

The feeling of our aonship to God in Christ is 
a topic which is in a certain external and conven- 
tional sense very familiar ; and yet it needs to be 
constantly dwelt upon as expressing the funda- 
mental truth of human life, and embodying in 
itself the only sure guarantee for any continuous 
progress of the social virtues. 

It needs this reiteration because our conventional 
acceptance of such a relationship is apt to be so 
compatible with a life which has no real appre- 
hension of it, and exhibits no deep traces of its 
influence. 

This gift, or consciousness, or revelation of the 
Divine life in us, this faith in the Father of spirits, 
as the source of all thought and love, and the 
necessary presupposition of our own spirit (desig- 
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nate it how 3rou please), has in fact no great 
personal value until it frequents the inner chambers 
of our thoughts, until it makes its home as a ruling 
and creative influence in those penetralia ci the 
personal life in which our tastes are formed, our 
active purpose gathers its momentum, and the 
character assumes its shape. 

Therefore, before we can call it ours in any 
practical sense^ it must have come to pervade our 
inner life, as some strain of divine music, some 
soul-stirring symphony of a great master, or some 
voice of the poets, comes and comes again unbid- 
den across the chords of memory or feeling, till it 
seems to be with us always^ till it hovers round 
us and lives in us, till it is interwoven with our 
life as an inseparable part of it, a transforming 
influence. 

And the claim of this feelii^ thus to enter, and 
bear rule in us, is paramount, because it is a power 
which, when it takes possession of a man's heart, 
lifts it to new levels and transfuses it with a finer 
quality. The sense of his personal relation with 
the Divine seems, in fact, to clothe his life with 
new attributes. The balance and play of it are 
so altered that he is a new man; and it is no 
exaggeration to say of this consciousness, as Darwin 
himself has confessed of man's belief in an omni- 
potent God, that it ennobles its possessor ; for we 
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mean nothing less than this when we acknowledge, 
as we are often compelled to do, that a life so 
inspired, and moving always within the circle of 
such a consciousness, is not only different in kind 
from the life which lacks it, but gives out a finer 
tone, and vibrates as with the music of some higher 
sphere. We feel when in its presence that we have 
to do with a vital force which touches chords in 
the heart, that seemed but for such a touch to 
have no possibility of music in them. It tells us 
of undeveloped faculties and gifts; it brings us 
experimental proof of our spiritual kinship and 
capacity. If this is not a real indication of the 
true life, the higher life, then language has lost 
its force, and such terms have no meaning. But 
we are justified and confirmed in our high estimate 
of this feeling if we go yet a step farther. If we 
observe its effect on any character, we see that 
there is no other power to be compared with it 
as the spiritualizer of our common life amidst all 
the manifold and conflicting variety of forces which 
hold our modem world in their stroi^ embrace. 
If, then, we look and hope for the r^enerating 
influence of any divine spirit which is to work 
in harmony with the growing enlightenment 
of men's widening thoughts — and no spirit can 
claim to be a true spirit, or, in any intelligible 
sense, divine, which fails of this, or is incapable 

Aa 
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of dwelling with reason — then the anchor of otir 
hope must rest on this revelation of die ^irit of 
sonship and brotherhood in Christ, this conscious- 
ness that our life emanates from the thought and 
love of God, and is comprehended by it, girdingr 
us though we do not know it. 

The drift of the world, or let us rather say the 
growth or evolution of human life in the providence 
of God, compels us to the belief, whether we like 
it or not, that the great ecclesiastical structures 
which the centuries have reared around the cross 
of Christ, must either be simplified, stript of this 
or that accretion, which has fulfilled its purpose 
and discharged its function, or else lose their hold 
over the spirit of men, as the light broadens around 
them, and new methods mould their thoughts in 
accordance with the imperative dictates of new 
discovery, and faith has to be adjusted to new 
surroundings. 

An obscurantist religion is at length fully ac- 
knowledged to be self-condemned, and doomed to 
failure. 

We do not doubt, any of us — there is no person 
in this University, who really doubts — ^that the 
scientific spirit is destined to strengthen its hold 
on men's minds, ieavenii^^ and modifjring all dieir 
thought. 

So much being admitted, does it not become 
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more a^d more clear that the only sure basis of 
any harmony between spirit and knowledge, thought 
and devotion^ experience and hope, the only living 
and enduring root of any character-moulding faith 
in the life behind the veil — the continuous personal 
life — the life of indestructible consciousness that 
shall be a fruition of our present rudimentary 
spiritual strivings, must be sought for, not under 
the stereotyped form of some ecclesiastical inheri- 
tance, but in the putting on of the spirit of Christ — 
TO iviviraadai rov \piaT6u — as the spirit of that 
divine life which shines through all phenomena ? 

It is this which draws us back after all inquiries 
to St. Paul and to St. John for the eirenikon 
which in its essence never changes, though it must 
be rec<^ized as always growing — ^a tree of life, 
putting forth fresh leaves and branches^ season by 
season, in the long lapse of secular progress. 

In St. Paul it lives as life in Christ, life hid 
with Christ in God, life that roots itself in that 
service of faith which is perfect freedom and 
blossoms forth in charity. It breathes on every 
page through the constantly reiterated ^i^ Xpitrr^, 
declaring the divine absorption of his individual 
life. 

In St. John, again, we feel it as the sense of union 
with the Father. To him the life of Christ-like 
humanity, life purified from its taint of animalism^ 

A a a 
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and shaken free of the chilling frost of selfishness, 
the life of every consecrated soul, that is of eviery 
soul which is fulfilling the end of its creation, is 
the manifestation of the Father in the spirit of 
self-sacrificing love. We return to these teachings, 
because we see in them our main hope for the 
higher life, that life which commends itself to the 
reason as the ultimately satisfying life, the life 
which grows and brightens with the using, and 
does not sink in deterioration, or die out in ashes. 

And we do this, because we feel the truth of 
the saying that progress in life consists in re- 
awakening continually our sense of its divine source 
and quality, and that *the whole difference between 
the deepest insight and the saddest blindness is 
that between the conscious and the unconscioas 
presence of the same divine realities/ ' How can 
we expect,' says the writer who has spoken thus 
of our life, and who is himself one of the freest 
of thinkers, *how can we expect to know either 
nature or life but by the hermeneutics of a godlike 
spirit ? It is the pure, faithful, devout, and tender 
mind which has the best key to the m3^teries of 
humanity and the counsels of the infinite. Our 
life then is a work of interpretation; and the 
scepticism which men affect towards their higher 
inspirations is often not honest doubt, but guilty 
negligence.* 
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' The herds/ he adds, ' that low amid the Alpine 
echoes have, no less than you, the outline of the 
everlasting hills, and the verdure of the pine-deared 
slope painted on their vision, and the chant of the 
distant torrent swelling and fainting on their ear ; 
is their perception truer — are they nearer to reality, 
because they cannot, with you, meet the sublime 
gaze of Nature, and see through to the eternity 
of God? The grandeur and the glory that you 
behold, are they not there} The divine expres- 
siveness, the speaking appeal to your silent worship, 
the mingling of something secret with your spirit, 
as if unseen thought were flowing from the moun- 
tains and the sky, to meet the answering radiation 
of your soul — are these, which are the human 
privilege, a phantom of unreality, a delusion which 
the fortunate brutes escape ? It is impossible.' 

We do not simply prove our life-giving, inspiring, 
and transforming truths as a scientific theorem, 
and then have done with them. We recognize 
them as planted in our inmost nature^ as implicit 
and latent; and our real business is to discover 
them, and give them room for vigorous life under 
the sunlit heavens. 

It is so because our life is not a mechanism. 
We may see it, we do see it, no doubt, more and 
more as the prophet saw it in his vision wheel 
within wheel ; but as it was with him, so always. 
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the spirit of life is in the wheels, and we hear 
a voice from the firmament which is over our 
heads; and hearing the voice we must be dull 
indeed, if we do not pray for the cleansed ear 
which can truly distinguish the witness of iJie 
spirit with our spirit that we are the children 
of God. 

It is this which determines the method of all 
the preacher has to say ; and my purpose is ac- 
complished if I succeed in any dq^ree in stirrings 
up the pure mind by way of remembrance ; and 
if I thus help to deepen somewhat, in some soul 
of this congregation, the feeling of the encom- 
passing sense of our divine nature and kinship; 
for this, while it alone forms an enduring intellectual 
basis for the spiritual life, is also alone strong 
enough to save us from the dangers which are 
partly rooted in our animal nature, and partly 
fostered and intensified by the special drift and 
tendency of our time; and idiich threaten, in 
consequence, as with a twofold risk, to d^^de 
our life. 

Of these dangers the one which is likely to 
press most heavily on us who are here to-day is 
probably that of exaggerated individualism, either 
in the form of a more or less refined selfishness, 
or of scientific egoism, developed on the lines of 
freedom. 
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And it is the duty of tempering this by the 
infusion of the religious spirit which I desire to 
press upon your thoughts. Wheresoever it is not 
so tempered you will find it working in your life 
or in the life around you with a disintegrating 
power which is at once new and old — old as being 
inherent in us, and having to be encountered afresh 
by every individual ; new as being intensified by 
the growth of new theories of liberty, and by the 
economic conditions of competitive industrial life, 
and still more as having incorporated into itself 
a new thread of scientific or philosophic Influence. 

Thus in various ways, if left to rule unchecked, 
it is found to be vitiating both our personal and 
our social life, and threatens to do so more and 
more. It assumes new shapes amongst us without 
warning, and without any cat^orical recognition* 
giving its impulse to some stream of tendency, 
or growing with subtle growths. 

And the point which needs to be emphasized 
afresh is this that, as in previous generations, or 
in other forms and classes of society, so here 
amongst ourselves, in you or me or any of us, this 
principle of egoistic individualism has never yet 
been tempered or modified, or if you will (for are 
we not God's husbandry?) mu-sed, tended, dug 
about, and watered, as it should have been, by 
the spirit of Christian sacrifice or social enthusiasm, 
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based on the feeling of our living sonship in God 
the common Father. 

As the spiritual nature gathers strength in men, 
and their aspirations grow keener and their vision 
clearer, they feel the more how this spirit of ego- 
ism, though it has hitherto been 3deldit^ slowljr 
to Christian influence, is constantly vitiating the 
general life, retarding its progress, and darkening 
its horizon by its excess or misdirection in a thou* 
sand ways ; and most of all perhaps in the hearts 
of some of those who claim to be most enlightened. 

It meets us wherever we turn. Even the history 
of religion itself is a perpetual and forcible re- 
minder how great a danger it is. It has vitiated 
the life of the pietist of almost every generation 
whose religion is so often a timid egoistic seeking 
after the salvation of his own soul ; his life spoilt 
in consequence by its central thought and motive. 
Thus formerly it developed superstitions and asce- 
ticisms, binding on men's hearts burdens which 
God had never laid upon them ; and thus still it 
fills the minds of men and women with false hopes 
and fears. 

But this is perhaps the least of its dangers 
to you or me. It is in other fields that we see 
it increasing its dominion, and making its chief 
conquests. 

Almost every advance of civilization which 
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especially distinguishes our century, has tended 
to give this principle some new hold upon the 
common life. 

Thus if we look to see what it is that sets in 
motion all the strongest forces of our multiform 
competitive society, we find it to be this same 
spirit of materialistic individualism. 

It is this that wakes up the vast machinery of 
commercial and industrial activity every morning, 
and sends its stream of influence throbbing through 
all the great arteries of our national life. There is 
no comer of our society, commercial or social^ 
political or artistic, which it does not invade. It 
insinuates itself even into our liberal studies, 
tending to make competition the chief stimulus, 
and material advantage the chief measure of 
success. 

But it assumes its lowest form in the luxurious 
pleasure-seeking class^ both in youth and age ; in 
the men of much leisure and no acknowledged 
duties, who have been taught, as possibly some 
here may have been, by their up-brii^ing, by 
servile dependents, by habitual surroundings and 
associates, to regard themselves as a centre, and 
the satisfying of their wants and fancies as the chief 
end of daily life. 

Thus a self-r^[arding individualism flows over 
and afiects the average sphere all round us, till it 
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seems to infuse its quality into the very at 

we breathe^ and enters into and pervades aU the 

fibre of our thought and feeling. 

Even the growth of individual freedom whidi is 
the most precious of gifts, as being the one indis- 
pensable condition of all true living, oontribates 
a new element to it 

Still more is the volume of its forte intended 
as wealth increases and easy circumstances become 
more common, as enjoyments are diffused, and the 
world develops more attractions for the mass ot 
men. Under these pervading influences our time 
might well be designated as pre-eminently a period 
of materialistic egoism — a transition time, no 
doubt — destined to be superseded by a hig^ief 
form of life, and already, we trust, sowii^; the seeds 
of such a life in many a young mind ; but still 
charged with the elements of inevitable deteriora- 
tion and moral decadence. 

And there is little hope of our escapiiy this 
deterioration unless its germs are stifled in us 
by a countervailing spirit, that is unless the sense 
of our spiritual kinship and moral dependence on 
God, the source of conscious life, with its feeling 
of our individual consecration and the passion 
of moral duty, grows, and deepens, and is inten- 
sified, enlisting our active powers as with a sacra- 
mental obligation. 
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But it may be felt that this, after all, is only 

^t the world-old dai^er that haunts every society, 

and hangs as the shadow at the back of every 
individual life. 
It is but the latest form of the trial and the 

^ stress of warring elements in our complex nature. 

It has always been thus, you may say, with the 

^ mysterious action and reaction of the two poles of 

^ our conscious organism, the selfish instincts and the 

generous, the animal and the spiritual. But this is 

. not quite the whole matter. In this as in other 

things there come critical and determining epochs, 
in which some new element seems to start into life 
and take possession of men and rule them, or some 

' old element rises up afresh as with a new strength, 

, and reasserts itself with new force. 

r 

Thus the revelation of the spirit of God in 
Christ lifted men to a new moral and spiritual 
platform. It inspired their life with a new motive, 
and altered the whole balance of forces in it And 
so for generations and centuries the spirit of 
Christian socialism has been slowly advancing, 
and the spirit of egoism has been compelled to 
retire from one after another of the strong places 
in the human heart, till it has become almost 
universally recognized as having no rightful claim 
to rule it, and as being in fact the expression of 
that part of our natiire which should be subordinate, 
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fulfilling necessary functions, but a usurper and 
intruder wherever it claims to direct the life of 
dther individual or society. 

Such is the inheritance of long accumulated 
spiritual wealth to which we have been bom. 
But just when men seemed agreed on all this, and 
the battle of principles was ending, individualism 
revives afresh. It assumes new activity and asserts 
its claim of primc^eniture under the stimulus of 
freedom, and the inspiration of the latest philoso- 
phy, affecting men's thoughts and views of life in 
a new fashion. 

It is no longer the individualism of self-r^;arding 
instincts, springing from the root of appetite or 
passion, with which you have to do in the discipline 
of your moral and spiritual life. It is something* 
more than this which is leavening the crowded 
societies of the great hives of human population. 
It is the old instincts strongly reinforced and under 
new leadership. 

The intellect, which under the banner of Christ 
has always protested against the dictates of indi- 
vidual self-r^[ard, beckoning men upwards, and 
calling them to the duty of sacrifice, as a primal 
and fundamental human duty, begins to be subUy 
tempted to enlist itself on the egoistic side. 

The evolutionist, telling us of the growth of aU 
our sentiments, taking us back to germinal forms, 
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and then leading us upwards through struggle and 
survival, makes the ruling motive in every early 
stage of life essentially ^oistic. 

And the question arises, where and how is this 
motive to change its character? Is the last 
utterance to be still but an echo of the primaeval 
question — 'Am I my brother's keeper?' If so, 
the outlook is sufficiently doubtful; for how can 
we hope that men's sense of the moral imperative 
will be kept permanently higher than their rational 
conviction? If this be all, life for self will not 
only continue to come first ; it will claim to do so 
as of indefeasible right ; and life for others will 
have to take the second place. If man in his 
best estate is necessarily self-r^[arding in the first 
instance^ and only sjrmpathetic afterwards, then 
human life remains a competition, and the Christian 
ideal is but a splendid mistake. 

If this be the last word, we must repeat again, 
however sadly — ipa Xpiarrd; htop^av iisiOape, Our 
life is burdened once more with the yoke of the 
law; and we hear the same two voices still dis- 
puting, still in discord, on the last page of scien- 
tific research, as at the b^inning of our religious 
history. Of this strong tide of influence it may 
well be asked, how will it affect you ? Accept it 
as final, and it is useless to blink the answer. 

It is, alas I only too probable that in such a case 
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it will strew your course with wrecks and 
For we see how it seizes upon some mea as the 
self-seeking spirit, that spirit which has neither 
good citizenship nor Christianity in it, the spirit 
of competition or greed or personal advancement, 
dr]dng up the nobler and more generous impulses 
and narrowii^ their sympathies down to unmiti- 
gated worldh'ness; we see it attacking others as 
the unhappy and evil genius of a morbid self- 
analysis, or an agnostic cynicism, — a truly sad 
antithesis to that spirit of faith and hope and 
charity, which is the gift of Christ It entices 
others, and these perhaps the greater number, in 
the grosser form of self-indulgence, the spirit of 
indolence or luxury or sensual sin, with all its 
debasing consequences. 

But our heart rebels against any one of these as 
the end of our creation ; and our thought rejects 
the suggestion which lies at the root of them, 
and on which they feed, that a man's life is centred 
on himself. 

We cannot rest in this conclusion. There is 
in fact no possibility of any rest until we have 
settled it with ourselves that our higher con- 
sciousness gives us touch of the reality of the 
divine and everlasting, when it declares that we 
are the children of God, and if children then heirs, 
joint-heirs with Christ. 
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This we believe to be the last word for us on 
the m)^tery of our being and destiny ; and in this 
belief we may take up the language in which St Paul 
concluded his great argument, and say, * I am per- 
suaded that neither death, nor life, nor things present, 
nor things to come, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord' 



XXII 
SPEAKING ONE TO ANOTHER 

DsLiVBRBD Sunday, Novsmbek 34, 1895, by thb Rbv. £. 
Jacx>b, Nsw Collkgb, Vicak op Poktsba. 

BISHOP OF NEWCASTLE 

* Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to another: and 
the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of lemembranoe was 
written before Him for them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
npon His name.' — Mal. iiL 16. 

Surely the pessimism of every age is met in 
these words with an inspired remonstrance. If 
ever there was a time when the outlook was dreary 
and sin abounded, when men had been almost 
justified in a policy of despair, it was the tiooe 
when Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem to be 
governor for his second term, with the express 
object of making another effort to reform abuses^ 
and when Malachi the prophet stood by his side. 
God's love in the past, on which the prophet bases 
his remonstrance, had seemed to be all in vain. 
Not the wonders of Egypt, or of the Red Sea, or 
of the wilderness, or the preservation in Canaan, 
had been able to preserve the chosen people from 
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a degrading fall. If the captivity in Babylon had 
sufficed to eradicate idolatry, it seemed to have 
had but little effect on the people's worship of the 
true God or on their moral life. The prophet 
vigorously rebukes the priests, the natural guides 

"^ of the people, as mainly responsible for the nation's 

sins. *A son honoureth his father and a servant 
his master : if then I be a father, where is My 
honour ? and if I be a master, where is My fear ? 
saith the Lord of Hosts unto you, O Priests, that 
despise My name.* So little did they realize their 

^ responsibility or their guilt that they even asked, 

•Wherein have we despised Thy name?' They 
had offered to God offerings which they would not 

I dare offer to a civil governor. They had murmured 

at the smallness of their gains. They had brought 

, blemished and diseased animals to the sacrifice. 

, Disgrace and punishment were impending for their 

reiterated sins. And as with the priests so with 

* 

the people. They had robbed God by withholding 
J from Him tithes and offerings which were due. 

They had gone on in rebellion against His govern- 
ment. The cup of their impiety was full. And 
side by skle with this desecration of holy things 
there were grievous moral disorders. They had 
taken in marriage worshippers of false gods, and 
put away their own lawful wives by an unrighteous 
divorce. The marriage tie was desecrated, and 

Bb 
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with it the sanctity of the home had gone. If ever 
there was a time when men's hearts might fail 
them it was now* Yet 'the more the ungodly 
spake against God, the more these spake among 
themselves for God^/ So far from being daunted 
or discouraged by the badness of the times, they 
were driven the more to honour and meditate upon 
the holy name of God ; and their common love 
for Him and fear of Him drew them together in 
sweet intercourse, so that they spake to each other 
on the matters nearest to their hearts. This refusal 
to own defeat, this determination to stand together, 
be they majority or minority ; this realization of 
the unseen forces on their side — forces revealed to 
the prophet's servant at Dothan, and never hidden 
from those who have the inner eyt to look beyond 
the things of sense ; this clinging to the great un- 
seen Father and reverence for His name, — surely 
all this rebukes the current pessimism in every age 
which sees decadence even in necessary change, 
which stands aghast at new forms of evil and fails 
to perceive that again and again waters which 
threaten to flood a country can be dammed up into 
reservoirs which may afterwards irrigate an arid 
plain. New dangers, brethren, confront us now. 
But every age has had dangers of its own, and 
the Church of Jesus Christ has been able to meet 

^ Dr. Pmey On ths Mim^ Propkits. 
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them. If she has failed it has been from her own 
infirmity and lack of faith, not from any failure of 
divine power. The optimism which boldly faces 
danger, not slighting or ignorin|^ it or palliating 
sin, but resolutely refusing to own defeat, which 
drives a man to his knees in prayer and then sends 
him, in consciousness of a divine brotherhood, to 
confer with his brother man^ confident of final 
victory, is surely bom of God. Sins of worship, 
sins in matters of faith, hideous sins of moral 
iniquity, so far from daunting the Christian hero 
and making him despair of the Kingdom of God, 
make him cling the more firmly to Him in whom 
he has believed. It is the very triumph of Satan 
when, as with Judas Iscariot, he can corrupt an 
apostle's moral nature and then fill him with 
despair. 

But we cannot doubt that there was a second 
element which tended to produce this inspiriting 
example. If the badness of the times brought 
the faithful to their knees in prayer aad to com- 
munion with each other, there is little doubt that 
this was largely under the influence of the prophet 
Malachi himself. While the book forms a connected 
whole, it is probably a summary of oral prophecies 
frequently delivered to the people, and possibly 
spread over some years. And so the text gives 
us the issue of Malachi's prophetic work. Here 

Bba 
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then we have a sermon and its result, a prophecy 
and its issue, a denunciation of national sin and 
a sequel of at least partial national conversion. 
* One soweth and another reapeth/ Yet sometimes 
the same man is allowed both to sow and to reap ; 
and if the earlier portion of the book represents 
Malachi*s sowings this verse represents Malachi's 
reapii^. It is not without significance that the 
last book of the Old Testament should give us 
this encouragement for all future time. What 
would not the Christian preacher give for the 
assurance that through him the live coal from the 
altar has touched the lips of another and purged 
him from his sin ? What would not one, who from 
this pulpit is permitted to speak to the youi^, 
give for the assurance that he has been able to 
touch one young life, to inspire it with a nobler 
motive, to teach effectively the blessii^; of unselfish 
work for others — may I dare to add, to inspire 
with a desire to enter the holiest and greatest of 
callings from the highest motives, perchance even 
to be willing to carry the Gospel to those who 
are wholly without the Christian fold? What 
would not the patient Christian teacher, plodding 
on perhaps with little outward proof of success, 
give for the assurance that his lesson has been 
learnt and passed into the texture of other lives } 
What would not the worker for the Master, in 
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whatever department of labour his lot may lie, 
give for the knowledge that he has not toiled in 
vain? Doubtless poor weak human nature could 
not stand the intoxication of assured success even 
in the holiest of causes, and for wise purposes the 
veil is rarely removed ; but at times, as here, we 
are permitted to catch a glimpse of the divine 
operation on the souls of men, to perceive that 
faithful laboiu* can convert even human sin into 
a blessed means of drawing men nearer to each 
other because nearer to their Father above, and 
to set the seal to the words of an apostle, ' more 
than conquerors through Him that loved us.' Let 
no preacher, teacher, worker, be discouraged by 
the want of apparent success. If the times are 
dark let the projAet be the more resolute and un- 
wavering in his prophecy. So shall the very evil 
of the day awaken the careless and raise up a rem- 
nant of faithful men, who shall speak among them- 
selves for God and honour His name, who shall 
hand on the l^ht of truth to generations to come, 
and who shall be owned among the jewels of the 
Master's crown in the great day of His appearing. 

But what is the result to which the evil of 
the times and the faithfulness of the prophet com- 
bine to lead? It is, 3rou will observe, twofold — 
intercourse between pious souls on earth and a 
record in heaven. I dwell first and briefly on this 
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latter, or consequential result, just to note that it 
is a record, not of the intercourse, but of the holy 
fear and honouring of God's name which charac- 
terized those who 'spake often one to another.' 
Is it not wonderful that faithful prophesying in 
dark and troublous times should lead to results 
which affect the unseen world, which, in language 
of accommodation, fill the pages of the divine 

* book of remembrance,' and give infinite pleasure 
to the Most High? 

But you will allow me to dwell more in detail 
on the result so far as it affects this world of ours. 

* Then they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another.' What Christian intercourse between 
souls that love the Lord is 8ug^[ested to us with 
our fuller revelation as we read these striking 
words I What are its conditions? What are its 
motives ? What are its methods ? 

Let me suggest two main conditions of this 
intercourse. As I have before sug^esttd, the record 
in heaven registers the holy fear and honour rather 
than the intercourse Then the intercourse is not 
an end in itself, but a means to an end, and should 
be regulated by the essential condition that it must 
tend to increase the reverence and honour in which 
the holy name of God is held. And the second 
condition, which follows from the first, and is so 
plainly proved throughout the entire Bible, is that 
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the intercourse must be absolutely real. Hypocrisy, 
unreality, exaggeration are no elements of the 
speaking one to another so commended by Malachi. 
It is a genuine fear and love of God, and a genuine 
holy intercourse between man and man. 

But subject to these conditions, brethren, I 
venture to plead for a more thorough carrying out 
of the principle of this passage than is perhaps 
natural to our English reserve. That reserve has 
its own most important and excellent side. It 
has often saved us, as compared with the less shy 
and reserved races, from unreality and mockery 
of religion. An Englishman will often be silent 
when in reality he has deep convictions which 
he is unwilling to utter. When he breaks through 
this reserve after much difficulty, he is more to 
be depended upon, more trustworthy than members 
of more emotional races. And yet I venture to 
say that these words of the prophet Malachi were 
meant as much for us as for other nations of the 
world, and that there is some fault if this Christian 
intercourse be ignored. 

For what are the motives which lead to it? 
I would suggest three. The first is the intense 
love and interest begotten in us when once the 
facts of redemption have taken possession of our 
heart. We profess to believe that ' God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-b^otten Son, 



376 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life/ If we really believe it^ 
is it conceivable that we can speak freely of the 
weather, of events of our day, of politics, of com- 
merce, of literature, of science, and can absolutely 
close our lips on the one topic which is one not 
of time but of eternity ? Is there not something 
faulty if we cannot enjoy Christian intercourse 
with congenial souls such as may lead to our doing 
greater honour to God's most holy name? 

The second motive is the truth of the Body of 
Christ. If each one of us is a member of Christ, 
is it conceivable that he has nothing to receive 
from other members ? Look at the colours of the 
rainbow. Their beauty lies in their harmony. Is 
it not so in the Body of Christ ? Surely each one 
of us has been made with some distinct idea in 
the mind of God, and to reflect some special ray 
of divine light. It is only when these rays are 
combined that we have any real idea of the mani- 
fold wisdom of God. In every parish or community 
there is an exquisite variety of gift, of development, 
of power. Take any one body of men, and you 
will find a variety of spiritual gift in them. Enlarge 
the field, and take the whole community — ^village, 
town, school, university — ^and you will find a greater 
variety still. Enlarge still further, and take in the 
whole Church of England, or, wider still, the whole 
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Church of Christ, and it becomes evident at once 
that the gifts of the whole body are needed if the 
kingdoms of this world are to become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ. A selfish, 
isolated religion, which contents itself with drawing 
stores from heaven for itself, as thoi^h it had no 
relation, either in giving or in receiving, with other 
men, is so spurious a form of Christianity that 
the very stores which it draws are likely to be 
corrupted. Only as we * speak with one another,' 
under conditions laid down for us in the Word of 
God, have we due security for the preservation 
of our own faith amid the temptations of the world 
and for the transmission of our heritage to suc- 
cessive and ever-increasing generations. 

And a third motive is one which is suggested 
by a knowledge of human nature. It is notorious 
that in every condition of life there are those who 
are stronger and those who are weaker. Some are 
bom to lead, others seem bound to depend on 
those who are stronger than themselves. If so, 
is it not criminal if we keep to ourselves the 
divine gift of strength, and refuse to give of our 
knowledge and experience to some weaker brother, 
or refuse to receive what some brother or sister 
has to impart to us ? Surely these three motives 
constitute a claim for a resolute breaking of the 
shyness of our race to ' speak one to another ' of 
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that which should be dearest to our hearts, and 
which may lead to the filling of the pages of the 
roister above. 

Suffer me, brethren, in speaking from a University 
pulpit, to plead for more of this * speaking one to 
another' between senior and junior men. A some- 
what long experience of younger cleigy has con- 
vinced me that while, thank God ! there are many 
who strive to carry out this principle most faith- 
fully, there is yet room in our Universities for its 
wider and more spiritual application. I believe 
that many a young man would be really grateful 
if, without any attempt at undue influence, without 
any assumption of superior positioui with the ex- 
quisite sympathy that is bom of God, and comes 
from the live coal from the altar having touched 
his own lips, an elder brother would speak stra^ht 
out to a younger brother from time to time on the 
love of God in Christ Jesus and the things of 
the world to come. Sometimes at an early stage 
a shipwreck of faith or life might be avoided by 
the tactful and judicious friendship of one who 
has himself a firm hold of the Rock of Ages. 
What, again, can be more important for a young 
man than the choice of a profession? Yet is it 
not a fact that at the time when men have to 
choose, the very nature and conditions of the 
highest calling of all are but little understood. 
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Our theological collies only partly meet the 
difficulty. I hardly know how it can be met, save 
by that 'speaking one to another' which may 
indicate to young men, whatever their future may 
be, the real character of the ministry — its work, 
its blessings, its perils, its responsibilities — so that 
when they choose they may choose from know- 
ledge with a real sense of vocation. Some might 
thereby be deterred; but I believe, while there 
would be fewer mistakes, many more would be 
led to offer themselves for the highest work that 
can be given to men. 

Or again, why should not the channels of useful 
work open to a layman be brought before young 
men more systematically as a part of their train- 
ing? If thus trained, would a wealthy layman 
thuik it a sufficient expression of his responsibility 
to a parish to give perhaps £%o per annum to 
the schools and charities of his parish, with no 
personal service, while without scruple he would 
give some ;f300 for a horse? Would he not 
realize that some personal service to his fellow 
creatures is the bounden duty of the member of 
Christ, and a sacrifice of time, talents, means, pro- 
portionate to what God has given to him ? What 
wasted lives may be seen all around us — lives often 
of men who have passed through the Universities 
but have failed to realize that in the service of 
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their country, in commercial life, in political and 
social life, they are really happy and successful 
just in proportion as they live for others, and that 
in a very true sense a man can only save his life 
by losing it I I thank God for what the Oxford 
House and kindred agencies have done for this 
University. I only wish to make the lesson still 
more widely learnt Such work confers at least 
as great a blessing on those who take part in it 
as on those for whom the work is done. 

And let me plead too for more of this ' speaking 
one to another,' not merely as between older and 
younger men, but as between equals, contem- 
poraries, friends. Would not light be thrown upon 
many a passage of the Word of Grod which has 
never been realized, on many a difficulty in life, 
if, without cant and unreality, one could just simply 
speak on spiritual matters with a friend? John 
Wesley saw the need of this when he set on foot 
the class system which has been the strength, even 
if sometimes the weakness, of Methodism; and 
I plead that the Church of England should supply 
what is needed for her children without forcing 
them to seek outside her ranks the Christian 
fellowship for which they hanker. Classes or 
meetings for the study of the Word of God, con- 
ferences on the lessons of Church history, discus- 
sions on Christian missions with a view to learning 
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and teaching in turn what God is doing in other 
parts of the world — ^all this, if carried out with 
prayer and as a downright spiritual work, would be 
found further to illustrate this principle of Chris- 
tian intercourse. Its special methods will vary^ 
but the thing itself can only be ignored at our peril. 
One point more and I have done. This verse 
is the one historical statement in the last prophecy. 
We may infer much history from the prophecy, 
but the one passage which takes an historical form 
is the verse on which I have tried to suggest 
thoughts to-day. First prophecy— even threaten- 
ing and denunciation — then history, and the history 
is the fact of the remnant of faithful Jews dosing 
their ranks because of the evil all around them, 
absolutely refusing to yield to the current iniquity, 
equally resolute as against despondency and de- 
spair, speaking one to another on what would 
kindle their devotion and zeal, and thereby setting 
the scribes of heaven to fill the pages of a heavenly 
register. It is often said that the history of one 
age is the philosophy of the next. It is equally 
true that the history of one age is often the result 
of the prophecy which has gone before. Another 
ecclesiastical year is about to close: this passage 
is taken from the last Old Testament lesson for 
the Sunday next before Advent. Next Sunday 
the Church will summon us to ' cast off the works 
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of darkness and put on the annour of light' Let 
this fading year represent to us the prophecy of 
Malachi, its warnings against prevailing evils, its 
rebuke of national impiety and moral sin, even its 
threat of inevitable punishment, sent in merqr to 
chasten and purify — unless we repent But is the 
history to be repeated too ? That depends on us: 
If we learn the lesson of this' passive aright, we 
shall gird ourselves more bravely than ever to 
meet the difficulties and solve the problems of the 
age in which our lot is cast The sins around us — 
aye, and within us — ^which we deplore, will only 
stir us up the more to dose our ranks, to draw 
straight from the fountain-head the strength and 
refreshment that our souls need, and to speak one 
to another, not in language of unreality or ex- 
aggeration, but in sober measured words, of what 
has touched our hearts and affected our lives. If 
my heart is afire I must speak with my tongue. 
If I know what redeeming love means, I must 
tell it to some one else. If I look forward to 
a home beyond, I must loi^ for others to have 
the same hope. So shall this Christian fellowship 
mean the throb of a common life imparted by the 
Giver of life to the members of the Body of Christ, 
and so shall it be recorded of us that ' a book of 
remembrance was written before Him for them that 
feared the Lord and that thought upon His name.' 



XXIII 
INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

Dblivbrsd Sunday, Fbbkuary i, 1891, by thb 

Rby. Walter Lock, Kbblb Collbgb, Dban Irbland's 

Profbssor of thb Exbgbsis of Holy Scripturb. 

WARDEN OF KEBLE COLLEGE 

' The effectnal fenrent pimyer of a righteoni man aTtileth mnch.' 
—St. Jambs ▼. 16. 

Not long ago the Principal of a Theological 
Collie, who was accustomed to receive University 
graduates as his students, was asked the question—- 
* What would you most like done for your students 
while at the Universities? How could they be 
best prepared while there ? ' The answer was, * I 
think the chief thing which they want is to be taught 
Acw to pray! It was a startling and indeed humil- 
iating answer to us. Those of us who are Chris- 
tians — ^and of course it is only of such that he 
was speaking — fancied that we had been taught how 
to pray from our childhood ; and yet, if it is true 
that 'every prayer should become a real work of 
art, as it expresses our best feelings/ then prayer 
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will have its rules of art, its methods, times, order, 
symmetry ; and of course it must be true that the 
child's prayers will need very much expansion and 
deepening before they can be the worthy utterance 
of the man. To attempt to face the perplexities 
and difficulties of manhood with the mere child's 
prayers is like attempting to translate some dif- 
ficult Greek author with no other help than the 
glossary of a primer. I will venture then to say 
a few words on that one form of pra)rer of which 
my text speaks — of our prayers for others, ' Confess 
your faults one to another, and pray one for another^ 
that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.' 

The words of the Greek are far more expressive 
than this translation. voXi {<rxv€i d^<rcf ftixatov 
ip€pyovyJvri — * A great force is the praying of a 
righteous man, in its activity, as it puts itself into 
action.' Prayer is regarded as passing out from the 
lips and being condensed into deeds. In what 
wa3rs can this be done? 

Before we attempt to answer this question, let us 
remind ourselves that intercessory prayer is but 
one part of the great system of intercession on 
which human life is organized. Intercession — it is 
simply ' a coming in between ' : we know the word 
well in Roman political history as the tribune's 
veto. The Patricians propose some law that seems 
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likely to injure the people : the tribune intercedes : 
he stands between the people and the threatened 
danger ; and their rights are saved. Again, a great 
patrician general has become the object of the 
envy and ill-will of the populace : he is brought to 
trial : he is in danger of being banished from the 
country which he has saved. A Tiberius Gracchus 
intercedes^ and Scipio Africanus is saved. In its 
widest sense it may be applied to every act in 
which one human being is able to come in between 
another and some evil that might befall him. Nay, 
we may extend it even more widely still to the 
whole principle of mediation, by which one man 
is used to convey blessings to another. You will 
remember the distinction which Bishop Butler 
draws upon this subject of mediation : on the one 
side he places the general notion of mediation, that 
is to say, the truth that the ordinary blessings of 
life, such as birth, health, nourishment, education, 
are all mediated to us through the agencies of 
others. On the other side there is the special 
notion of mediation, which is akin to our Lord's 
redemptive work ; it is the further truth that, when 
a man's nature has been injured, when his body 
or his soul has suffered, then that injury can be to 
a certain extent repaired, that suffering set right, 
by the mediation of others, by the action of the 
physician or the friend. There are dear proofs of 

Cc 



396 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

' what may be called mercy or compassion in the 
original constitution of this world ' : there is ' room 
for an interposition to avert the fatal consequences 
of vice.' Both of these methods of mediation are 
of common occurrence in daily life ; both of them 
correspond to our Lord's work : the first mainly to 
His work as the Word of God in creation^ the second 
to His work in His Incarnate Life. And because 
of this analogy, Butler explains the words ' God so 
loved the world that He gave His only-b^[Otten 
Son/ with the bold comment, 'gave His Son in 
the same way of goodness to the world as He 
affords particular persons the friendly assistance of 
their fellow creatures ^.' 

And as it was with our Lord, so is it with the 
Church which He founded to represent Him when 
He should be gone. Its whole existence is one 
living act of intercession. It stands like Phinehas 
between the living and the dead. Again and again 
in Church history the Christian bishop or monk 
actively intercedes for some city which the passion- 
ate wrath of an Emperor has condemned to de- 
struction. The city of Antioch, which had in some 
tumult thrown down the image of the Emperor,^ 
is saved by the hermit who meets the Imperial 
commissioners and sends them back to remind the 
Emperor that men are made in the image of God, 

^ Analogy, Part II, ch. 5. 
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and are not to be destroyed for the sake of mere 
sculptured images. Telemachus throws himself 
between the combatants in the gladiatorial games, 
and though he perishes himself, yet the games are 
stopped for the future. More widely still — the 
inroad of the Northern barbarians threatens to 
overwhelm all that was civilized in Europe, and 
the Church comes in between: it holds up the 
standard of a noble worship, of a saintly life, of an 
absolute truth, and awes and tames the barbarians 
till they too develop a richer civilization under its 
guidance. It is the channel through which God's 
spiritual means of grace pass to humanity: it 
is the instrument by which the sorrowing heart 
and the overburdened is saved from despair : it is 
the living champion for the truth which it shields 
against the foes of prejudice, of hatred, and of forget- 
fulness which would destroy it. Many a religious 
man has felt the truth of the Psalmist's words: 
' Lo, I had almost said even as they ; but then 
I should have condemned the generation of thy 
children.' The witness of the lives of the saints 
has come in between him and unbelief, and saved 
him. Always and ever}nvhere the Church is an 
Intercessor ; it is the expression of the mind of the 
Paraclete, standing by its very existence between 
God and the world ; standing between the world 
and the forces of evil which threaten it Inter- 
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cessory prayer is but the expression of its inter- 
cessory life. Throi^h the power of the Holy 
Spirit that interdependence of man on man which 
is seen in the actions of daily life finds a new 
sphere of operations in our prayers. Not merely 
the actions, not merely the character and influence, 
but also the praying of a righteous man becomes 
a great force. 

I. It is a great force, first, because it forces us to 
keep up a true ideal of what those for whom we 
pray may be. It makes us, in George Macdonald's 
striking phrase, ' think of them and God together.' 
If I pray for any one, that implies that I have faith 
in him, that I believe he may be better than he is. 
If I pray thoughtfully for any particular blessings 
for him, then I have considered what are the right 
blessings^ to ask for him : I must know what God 
means him to be ; my imagination must picture to 
itself what his true self is, what it can develop 
into. Which of us does not know what a power 
for good this is? To know that some one does 
believe in us, that some one, knowing all our weak- 
ness, yet does believe that we can conquer our 
temptations ; to be with some one who expects us 
to be better ; who has so high an ideal for us that 
he will not humour us, will not indulge our passii^ 
fancies, will not, if we lower ourselves by our action, 
eitlur forsake us or pretend that we have not 
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lowered ourselves; Mw— even if it come from 
those who have never knelt in prayer for us — this 
is effectual intercession. 'Fidelem si putaveris, 
facies ' is the wise utterance of the Stoic moralist ^. 
This too is the secret of the power of our Lord 
Himself; He not only prayed to the Father, but He 
treated each person as the Father's child. 

Further, we know assuredly how important it is 
to have our conceptions of what the ideal of others 
should be, constantly raised. There is always a 
tendency to drag it down; every society has its 
own standard, and judges simply by that ; in one 
society it is money that supplies the test ; in another 
clever intellectual sharpness and brilliant power of 
epigram ; in another birth. Each of these may be 
good in itself, but each is confessedly partial and 
inadequate ; not the standard of our Lord. And 
again, our own sins and weaknesses tend to make 
us expect less from others, to regard them as 
equally sinful if only we knew it. ' Is not this the 
carpenter's son?' was one judgement upon our 
Lord, which at least needed supplementing ; ' We 
know that this man is a sinner,' was another judge- 
ment passed upon Him, and that was absolutely 
false. 

That is the first necessary part of intercession ; 
it forces us to keep up the true ideal of life : and 

^ Seneca, Ep, Mor» i. 3. 
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this is true not only of prayer for individuals, but 
of those for bodies of people. We pray for our 
College, our University, our Church ; at once we 
are forced to have an ideal for each : our imagina- 
tion is stirred ; we picture a more glorious future, 
a more worthy history for each. 

Only here we need one caution : such interces* 
sion, if it is to be effective, must be rooted in 
reality, in actual facts ; otherwise it may be as 
foolish as the intercession of Zebedee's mother for 
her children. 

If we want to pray effectually for our College or 
our University, we must know their history, we 
must know for what purposes they were founded, 
we must know the dangers which have thwarted 
these purposes, the means by which they have 
been promoted ; we must know how they stand at 
present in these respects ; we must know at what 
point a forward movement may be made. So it is 
with individuals; we need to know their virtues 
and their failings, if prayer is to grow in effective- 
ness. 

But will not this only tend to make us more 
critical of our neighbours? Yes, it will do so, 
unless there go with it that which must alwa}rs be 
the accompaniment of prayer, nay, which ought 
always to precede it, thanksgiving. Gratitude has 
been called the salt of life ; it is no less the salt of 
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prayer. Prayer for self, without gratitude for God's 
mercies, may make us selfish ; prayer for others 
without gratitude for God's mercies to us in them, 
may make us critical. There must not be patro- 
nizing in prayer any more than in deeds of charity. 
It is not that we are better than they for whom we 
pray ; for else how could we pray for those for 
whom we care most ? it is that we are grateful to 
God for the good in them — yes, grateful for the 
capacity for good even in the most degraded, even 
if we have to decipher the handwriting of God's 
fillers in the blurred palimpsest of a drunkard's 
face ; it is that we are grateful to God that such as 
we are allowed in any way whatever to help them 
forward In each for whom we pray we have to 
remember that great saying which Tertullian at- 
tributes to our Lord, * Vidisti fratrem, vidlsti domi- 
num tuum' — ^'Thou hast seen thy brother, thou 
hast seen thy Lord' — ^and we may not patronize 
Him. Startii^ then with an heartfelt utterance 
of thankfulness to God for the mercies given us 
through him for whom we pray, our first task will 
be to picture the ideal which he may reach, and 
the steps by which he may pass from his present 
actual state to that ideal. 

2. Intercession is again a great force, because it 
pledges us to do the best we can for those for 
whom we pray. We cannot, for very shame, ask 
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God to help those whom we are refusing to help 
ourselves when that help lies within our power; 
the very fact of intercession reminds us of the 
truth of the dependence of man upon man ; we ask 
God to bless those for whom we care, and again 
and s^in He reminds us that His blessings are 
g^ven through men^ and the answer to our prayer is 
that we are sent on His errand of mercy. Even 
more than this, the prayer returns into our own 
bosom ; we cannot pray for any one or for any* 
body, for whom we care, without being driven back 
to look at our own lives. Do we pray for our 
parents ? at once we feel that one of the greatest 
blessings which can happen to them is that we 
should be true sons to them. 'A wise son maketh 
a glad father, but a foolish son is the heaviness of 
his mother/ ' The father of the righteous shall 
greatly rejoice, and he that b^etteth a wise son 
shall have joy of him.' Do we pray for our 
Collie ? at once we feel that the Collie will be 
helped onward by the example of our own lives, 
by the courage with which we are able to make 
a protest against any evil which may show its head 
there, or take a vigorous lead in that which is for 
good. Do we pray for our pupils ? at once we feel 
that one of the g^reatest blessings for them would 
be to have over them those who are real students, 
and real Christians themselves, who could lift them 
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into an enthusiasm for learning, a passion for 
holiness. Do you pray for your tutors ? you will 
soon feel what a strength and stimulus and blessing 
to them is your own eagerness for knowledge, 
your own loyalty to a true and noble conception 
of Univetsity life. 

This then is the second part of a true inter- 
cession: we stop to ask ourselves. Have I done 
all I can to make that prayer a reality? This is 
the second reason why true intercession is such 
a great force in the world. It lifts human nature 
to the h^hest level of unselfish action and keeps 
it there. The type of genuine intercession is Jeanie 
Deans toiling from Edinburgh to London to win 
her sister's pardon; it is Esther ready to perish 
for her father's house and her whole nation, and 
then robing herself in her royal apparel that she 
may find favour with the king. These are the 
types, and the reality is seen on the Cross. 

These two factors in intercession are in truth 
only natural ; we have not yet reached the level 
of the supernatural. These parts at least are free 
from all questions about prayer and the reign of 
law ; they are open to any one who has a thought* 
ful and unselfish heart. When we come to our 
third point it is different. 

3. Intercession is also such a great force, because 
it brings into action the power of God ; just as the 



394 OXFORD UNIVERSITY SERMONS 

tribune's veto would have had no force, had it been 
only spoken by him on his own respontibility. It 
was strong because armed with the strength of 
law ; it was strong not with the strength of even 
a Tiberius Gracchus, but with the power of a 
sacrosanct authority: so our prayers are strong 
because they have the promise and the power of 
Christ behind them. Intercession makes God, 
God's purposes, God's plans, the centre of our 
thought. This is of the very essence of all prayer ; 
this it is which lifts it above a mere calculated 
selfishness into an act of faith. 'The central 
thought and interest of the praying soul is no 
longer to be self but God.' ' I shall strive to win 
for myself/ these are the words of one who has 
spoken nobly of prayer, — * I shall strive to win for 
myself a centre other than myself. It will not 
satisfy me that my range of topics is sometimes 
wide and bold, so long as this merely increases, as 
it were, the size of my circle and leaves the centre 
unchanged. ... To pray aright after God's will 
I must try to take my right place in the universe 
of God's Truth. The Presence of God is the 
Presence of all Truth ; and prayer is a rehearsing 
of life in the Presence of God. In my prasrer then 
I enter into relation with all truth. • . . When I 
speak with a man it is mind that touches mind ; 
when I pray to God, my prayer is my approach to 
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the mind of God. That I should enter into the 
mind of God completely would be the perfectness 
of prayer. That I should try to enter into it is 
necessary with a view to success in prayer ^* These 
words were spoken about prayer for self. They 
are no less true of prayer for others. Even there, 
those we love are not to be the exact centre of our 
thoughts : our ultimate object is not to help them. 
It is rather to help forward God's purposes for 
them : to view them in the light of His Love, to 
draw out the resources of that Love upon them. 

This fact at once guides the choice of our prayers 
for them : health, earthly blessing, prosperity, these 
we shall ask for them, but they will not be our 
first petitions. Those must be for spiritual bless- 
ings : for the power to use aright health, prosperity, 
earthly blessings: for the power to use aright 
adversity and want of success : for the great car- 
dinal virtues, for the fruit of the Spirit, for the 
virtues which won the blessings, of the Sermon on 
the Mount : in a word^ for willingness on their part 
to let God's purposes be done through them. In 
the light of this we shall recognize that there are 
limitations to our prayers. Even Abraham with 
his earnest pleading for Sodom felt that he might 
not go beyond the plea—' peradventure there shall 

^ R. C. Moberly, On the Enrichmmt of Prayer^ Derby Church 
CoDgreis Report, p. 520. 
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be ten found there.' Even the apostle of love 
recognizes that there is a sin unto death and cannot 
bid us make request for that So we would not 
ask for anything that goes beyond the fixed laws 
of God's justice or order. It is not that we think 
of God as unable to change even these laws ; it is 
rather that we know that all His laws are the free 
expression of His love for man ; where knowledge 
seems to show that they are fixed, we acquiesce 
and praise Him : where they still lie beyond our 
knowledge, we pray that they may be moulded to 
the highest result. 

AH the stirrings of the human will, all the aspira- 
tions for higher things, all of those strange inde- 
finable ways in which our spirit is moved by the 
influences around us, — on these prayer can play ; 
along these lines it can draw forth blessings from 
God. And it is this thought which gives us trust 
and perseverance in prayer. It was this faith that 
God was there which made Elijah go on praying, 
though his servant again and again brought back 
the answer: 'There is nothing.' It is this which 
supplements what is lacking in the other two parts 
of intercession. With all our attempts for others, all 
our thoughtfulness for them, we may yet be blind 
to their real interests, we may utterly fail to carry 
out that on which our hearts are set Then it is 
our comfort to feel that intercession is a placing of 
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them in wiser hands than our own ; that He to 
whom we entrust them has the forces of ages in 
which to work out His purposes, and it becomes 
possible for us to lay aside our anxieties, to be 
anxious in nothing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving to let our 
requests be made known unto God. 

Such are some of the ways in which intercession 
becomes a force in the world; preserving a true 
ideal of human nature, raising it to the highest 
level of unselfish action, bringing into action the 
working of God Himself. I am inclined to suggest 
that it would be a help in the method of our inter- 
cession to begin at any rate sometimes with the 
wider circles and gradually to narrow down to our 
own immediate circle. ' I exhort, therefore, first 
of all,' says St Paul, 'that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, thanksgivings, be made for all men.' 
(i Tim. ii. i.) We shall be more forced to dwell 
on the purposes of God if we pray first for all 
mankind, and then work down through the Church 
to our country, our University, our College, our 
home. The prayer will grow thus in fullness and 
intensity as we approach the sacred circle, which is 
the special sphere of our own responsibility, where 
we start with deeper gratitude, with the keener in- 
sight of love for the perfection of those for whom we 
pray ; ' when our intercession is made an exercise 
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of love and care for those amongst whom our lot 
is fallen, or who belong to us in a nearer relation, 
it then becomes the greatest benefit to ourselves 
and produces its best effects upon our own hearts.' 

These are the words of William Law in the 
chapter on intercession in his Serious Call. There 
are few statements about intercession more beauti- 
ful and more stimulating than that Hear a few 
more words of his and I have done. 

' There is nothing that makes us love a man so 
much as pra)dng for him, and when you can do this 
sincerely for any man, you have fitted your soul 
for the performance of everything that is kind and 
civil towards him. This will fill your heart with 
a generosity and tenderness that will give you 
a better and sweeter behaviour than anything that 
is called fine breeding and good manners. Be 
daily on your knees in a solemn deliberate per* 
formance of this devotion, prajring for others in 
such form, with such length, importunity and 
earnestness as you use for yourself; and you will 
find all little, ill-natured passions die away, your 
heart grow great and generous, delighting in the 
common happiness of others as you used only to 
delight in your own.' 
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